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ON THE RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 


But fay, Britannia, do thy fons, 
who claim 

A birth-right liberty, difpenfe the 
fame 

In equal feales? Why 
cuftom bind 

In chains of ignorance the female 
mind ? 

Why is to them the bright etherial 


then dose 


ra 

Of {cience veil’d P— 

~ » » . e andcanft thou think 

That virtues, which exalt the foul, 
can fink 

The outward charms? Muft know- 
ledge give offence ¢ 

And are the graces ail at war with 
fenfe ? 

Dodfley’s Collection, vel. 2, 


E téematrry of opinion, and 
freedom of expreffion, are now 
{preading themfelves more and more 
widely among mankind ; the theo- 
ries of ages, the accumulated errors 
of a thoufand years, now totter at 
the touch ofreafen, and hoary pre- 
judice hides its wrinkled counte- 
nance, while the ferutinizing genius 
of modern times, {purning its def- 
potic influence, endeavors to attraét 
the attention of an enlightened 
world, 

Notwithfhanding this general dif- 
fufion of liberal fentiment, however, 
I am aware, that a difquifition on 
the Rights of Worsan will ex- 
pofe the author to. ridicule ; and 
although he may not draw down the 
thunders of an attorney-general, Bi- 
gotry will frown, and Folly—thrice 
happy Folly! will jingle her bells, 
and laugh at the attempt. 

It is my intention, in the prefent 
eflay, as introductory to a confidera- 
tion of, and as laying a foundatien 


AN ESSAY. 


‘ me 


vations to the abilttes, of woman, 


In treating this fubjet, it will be t 
neceffary to have recourfe to parti- 9 
cular charaéters, in fupport of the “9 
opinion, that the mind knows no 
difference of fex; and here I thaill 
‘anticipate an objeétion to this mode “9 
of procedure ; viz. that thefe par- — 
ticular charaéters form rather ex — 
ceptions, than @ general rule,—— — 
‘ Hiftory,’ fays the elegant Fitz. — 
Ofborne, in one of his letters, “it” 
* muft be owned, will fupply fome © 
few female inftances of all the moft — 
mafculine virtues ; but appearane © 





ces of that extraordinary nature 


von nf HH 


notion of a general equality in 
the natural powers of their minds.’ 
Thefe few inftances, however, are 
fufficient to demonftrate the poflibi- 
lity that fuch ‘ mafculine virtues? 
may exift in the female mind ; and 
if {uch examples be not frequent, it 
is not to the infecundity of the foil 
we areto attribute the barrennefs 
or immaturity, but to the want of 
that ripening power, deprived of 
whofe kind affiftance, the moft vi- 
gorous of mental plants foon fade a- 
way—the power of education, 

By thofe who conterd that the fe- 
male mind is incapable of that high 
cultivation, that energy of thought, 
that flrength of reafoning, for which 
nature has exclufively prepared the 
mind of man, we are told to look 
through the infinite gradation of 
created beings; from the highelt to 
the loweft order, in every {pecies; 
the female, confcious of her weak- 
nefs, feeks “proteftion, in the fupe- 
rior firength and fuperior courage of 
the other fex, Thus is analogy dref- 
fed in the f{pecious garb of reafon, & 
infidioutly introduced as argument ! 
But let us for amoment confult the 


page of hiflory. Do the fragments 


ef Sappho betray an inferiority of 


for, the rights, to confine my obfers 


are too uncommon to fupport the 
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B mental powers P So fenfible were But it is unneceffary to fearth the 
| ths Lefbians of their mufe’s merit, annals of antiquity for examp!es of 









Soa) wee 


e § of the elegance and f{weetnefs of ftrength and vigour in the intelle& 
- ff ber compofitions,* that temples and of woman; modern times will exhie 
e § altars wereerefted to her; medals bit an equally favorable portraiture 
o @ were ftamped with her image; and ofthe female mind; we fee in the 
ll ~§ divine honors were paid to her me- charafter of Heloifa, ‘every quali- - 
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le @ mory. Cana deficiency of intellect fication whieh nature in her kinde 
 @ be attributed to the charatter of Af— * eft humours could give, or educa- 
t § pafia, whofe abilities and eloquence * tion could perfett; fhe was gentle 
~ @  feduced the ftateiman, the’ philofo- ‘ and mild as innoeence ;. learned 
pher, andthe warrior; the fafcina- ‘ as the moft learned of her age ; 
it § tion of whofe accomplifhments, a * her foul was Romen, and her beast 
16 Pericles, a Socrates, an Alcibiades, was a heart of fire.’+ Born in the 
fk were unavle to refift, and whofecon- fvllen gloom of the twelfth century, 
Re verfation attraéted the moft celebra- when fupertlition caft a folema 
te ted artifts and men of letters of the fhade over the whole world, Heloifa, 
he age ? Can we maintain that females like the phofphoric glow-worm, 
in are unfit for councils, when Arte- fhone with unborrowed {plendour in 
. mifia, queen of Halicarnaffus, be- the midft of darknefs, Before the | 
te fore the battle of Salamis, faved, by invention of printing, immured with- Ay 
d= her advice, the mighty army of Xer- inthe precintts of a cloyfler, fhe : 
2s xes, who remarked, when the battle poffefled a foul, pregnant with the | 
nd was over, ‘ That on this day, the moft liberaland fublime ideas ; her : 
it “ women had behaved like men, and mind was flored withthe beauties of \ 
oil ‘ the men, like women ;’ orfhaliwe antiquity, and fhe infufed into her eet: # 
efs fay they are unfitto govern, when writings that atric elegance, that nerve } ef 7 
of the ability with which Semiramis and vigour, by which the ancients Dee 4 
of fwayed the {ceptre of Affyria, indu- are fo generally charaferized { fhe, iF 4G 
Vis ced Plato to maintain ‘ That women fuperior, rofe above her contem)o- ye 
a * as well as men ought to be entruf-__raries, a. 
* ted with the government of flates, ‘ As fome tall clilf that lifts its He 
fe- * and the conduct of military opera- * awful form, TE 
igh ® tions ?’+ © Swells from the vale, and mid- ping 
hr, * way leaves the florm, dt 
ich x Biase € Thovgh round its brea:t the rol- i 
the * Mr. Addifon, in a moft elegant ‘ ling clounds are {pread, | a 
ok and happy manner, has applied to © Eternal fun-fhine feules on ig rf 1 
of the poetical remains of Sappho, thefe : head,’ "if Mpa ay i 
two lines from Phadrus. Goldfmith’s Deferted Village. Hie 
4 in A : . watt Sie on a.) .8 
ef. : Vide Spetator, No. 223. Hut there = not i @ v's ' ALE 
ake ‘O fuavis anima! qualem tedicam Vet's torergn countries tor appotite ia 
pee ‘ bonam examples. The atmolp rere of Eng- : an 
‘’ ‘ Antchac fuiffe, tales fint reliquix ? land has by no mears been unfavo- | | 
- ‘ , me ‘ a 
r a O face sont | Jince thy prs ghe + Berrington’s Lives of Abelard if A 
) are fo delicious, what muff have EL HT aay A ti 
nt ! © been thy/elf and He oifa—/ refact. 3 vt: 
the t Her jetters to the cold, fulles- ai 
nte + Ruffell’s Ancient Europe, Let- hearted Abelard, are a molt lively | i 
of ter I, proof of this afferiion. ie 
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rable to the growth of female abili~ 
ties : here they have bloffomed with 


Juxuriance ; through a feries of al-— 


molt fifty years; this country was 
the terror of the world, when the 
reins cf government were entrufted 
in the hands of a woman: Eliza- 
beth, by her fagacious choice of mi- 
nifters and generals, by her mid & 
fkilful expulfton of the catholics, by 
her refloration of the reformed reli- 
gion, and by numerous othér tmea- 
{ures which might be adduced, has 
left a teftimony of her prudence, po- 
licy, and wifdom,that will endure to 
the very lateft pofterity. Her con- 
temporary too, and whom the envy 
of Elizabeth, called riva/—the un- 
fortunate Mary, is a ftriking and 
illuftrious inftance, of what perfec- 
tion and refinement the female mind 
is fufceptible. It wasthe elegant 
accomplifhments of her mtnd, as well 
as the beautiful and lovely figure of 
her perfon, and the graces of her 
deportment, the unaffected fimplici- 
ty of her addrefs, the charms of 
her converfation, heightened by ex- 
tenfive acquirements, the gentlenefs 
and affabiluty of her difpofition 
qualifications which Elizabeth vain- 
ly emulated!—that made her at 
once the object of jealoufy, and the 
viétim of vengeance, tothe Englith 
tyrant. 

It msy feem extraordinary that I 
fhould omit to mention the names and 
charatters of any modern temaes— 
IT cannot better fupply the omiffion, 
than by introducing the following 

uotation from * Cooper’s Anf{wer 
to Lurke’s Invedtive.”? ‘© I have 
read the writings of Catharine Ma- 
cauley, of Mifs Wollflonecraft, of 
Mrs. Barbauld, of Mrs. Montague, 
Mifs Carter, Mifs Seward, Mrs, 
Dobfon, Mufs H. M. Williams, &c. 
in England ; | have converfed with 
Theroigne, Madame Condorcet, Ma- 


dame tavoifver, &c. in Paris: J 





AN ESSAY. 


have often felt my own inferiority; 
and oftenlamented the prefent ini- 
uitous and moft abfurd notions on 


the fubjett of the difparity of fexes, 


I have converfed with politicians, 
and read the writings of politicians, 


but I have feldom met with views 
more enlarged, more juft, more tru=_ 


ly patriotic, or with political reafons 
Ings more acute, or afguments more 
forcible, than in the converfation of 
Theroigne, or the writings of Mifs 
Wollftonecraft: Let the defenders 
of male defpotifm anfwer (if they 
can) the Rights of Woman, by Mifs 
Wollflonecraft.” 7 
‘The examples which I have ad- 
duced will receive additional fplen- 
dor, if the extreme difadvantages be 
confidered, under which the gene= 
rality of women labor with refpe& 
to education ; 
Their fouls proud ference taught to 
ftray, 
Far as the folar walk & milky way: 
they learn to defcant on the elegance 
of fafhion, and external decoration 
feems to be the hereditary {cience of 
the fex. But if in defiance of thefe 
ftubborn impediments to mental im- 
provement, {fo numerous are the cha— 
rafters who have vanquifhed them, 
what conclufion muft be drawn of 


their natural abilities ? Ie is unfair, 


it is prepolterous, to expeét in ge- 
neral much depth of thought and 
ftrength of reafoning, when, from 
the cradle tothe grave, females are 
excluded from the very fources 
whence alone they are acquired ; e+ 
ven couverfation, whofe chemic 
power extratts from the ore is hid- 
den treafure depofited in the mind, 
is feldom allowed to them its natu- 
ral and potent operation ; fo unfa- 
fhionable is it to oppofe the opinion 
of 2 female, that argument is feldom 
in their poffeflion, and reafon in the 
breaft of woman, too frequently, 
like the poor captive bird, when firl 










































7 =. +> _ lo 


. we rep CU 


* AN ESSAY. ( 267 ) 


it feels the horrors of imprifonment, 
flutters its little wings about the 
cage, to find a paflage out, but at 
length, feeing its vain efforts unaf- 
fifted by the fympathizing humanity 
of a friend, fits fatigued upon its 
perch, and fings itfelf to fleep. 

Do not let it be fufpefted, that in 
cenfnring one {pecies of education, 
or rather the want of it, I wonld be 
underfiood to recommend that fe. 
vere fyftem of the Spartan law-giv- 
er, in which the exercife of boxin 
and wreftling made a part; I fhould 
flartle at the fight ofan Amazonian 
phalanx, with as much affright as the 
moft delicate and nervous of my 
readers ; the military exploits of fa 
Joan d’Arc, a Countefs of Mount- 
ford, and a Margaret of Anjou, are 
equally abhorrent from my feelings 
and my reafon; butto explore the 
labyrinths of philofophy, and in the 
page of hiftory to learn the charaét- 

rof man, can furely merit the cen— 
‘fure of none but the fool and de— 
 bauchee, neither would fuch employ- 
ments in the leaft interfere with the 
duties of a family ; for Mifs Woll- 
ftonecraft very juftly obferves * It 
isthe want of domeftic tafte, and 
the acquirement of knowledge, that 
takes women out of their families, 
and tears the fmiling babe from the 
breaft that ought to afford it nou- 
rifhment.”” 

But it is the temper of the times 
to look on a learned woman with a 
kind of abhorrent awe, to regard her 
a wedo an animal of uncommon 
magnitude, with curiofity and dread ; 
we confider the acquirement of 
knowledge ina female, as incompa- 
ible with that delicacy of fentiment, 
and that refinement of feeling, which 
give zeft to the converfatiun of the 
fex;* and fo long as fuch is the o- 
_— of the world, it is hardly to 

¢ expected that the tree of know- 
ledge will be plucked of its fruit by 







thehand of Woman ; ithas the cha- 
rafter of being poifonous, ani few 
will dare to tafle it ; but the charace 
ter is falfey and the vindication of its 
qualities, will be proportionate to its 
extentof cultivation. 


T eontenneetrneenn titania 


The Temple of Ignorance. 
(Tranflated from In Carre.) 


IN a country fituated at about 
forty degrees of latitude, is found a 
{pacious valley, whofe gentle declivi- 
ty invites us to defcend to the ex- 
tremity, where is erefted a magnifi- 
cent temple, facred to the goddefs 
Ignorance. The temple is fur- 
rounded by ancient oaks covered with 
acorns, and the ground is only occu 
pied by furze and catterpillars. The 
fru€ture of this great temple is go- 
thic, and at the top of the princi- 
pal gate is roughly fculptured an e- 
normous gaping mouth. ‘Iwo ftatues 
are fixed, one on the right, and the 
other on the left of the gate, which 
difdainfully turn their backs on each 
other ; upon the pedeftal of one 1s 
written Theory, upon the other 
Praflice. As {oon as you crofs the 
threfhhold, you difcover the edifice 
to be filled with an immenfe crowd, 
compofel of different dreffes, faces, 
and manners, Some, rendered ina— 
nimate by an habitual flupor, f{uffer 
themfelves to he carried backward 
and forward by the motions of, o- 
thers : others, perpetually talking, 


dogmatife with a penetrating tone of 


voice from morning till night 

others ftupidly laugh at the numer- 
ous accidents” which fucceed each 
other amid{t fo grezt a crowd: but 
all are ignorant of the name of the 
goddefs, and of the place of their 
abode. Here the walls are cover- 
ed with a variety of pi€ures 
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aud extravagant armour ; there are 
feen fulphured garments, chains and 
fetters, racks and tortures of every 
defcription ; here are delineated 
fhipwrecks and civil wars ; here are 
expreffed in various forms death & 
pale flerility. From an_ elevated 
roltrum a haggard female is continu- 
ally declalming and crying, * Youth 
‘ —youth, attend to me truft 
* not to yourfelves, what you feel 
‘ wuhin yourfelves is all illufion--- 
attend to the ancients, and believe 
* well what they have done.” On 
the other fide a grave old man roars 
out, * Youth---youth---if you with 
* to di@inguifh truth from falfhood, 
‘ yather the votes of the multi- 
* tude---* youth, reafon is a chimera!’ 
Occafionally one pufhes through the 
crowd, and comes forward, then re- 
tires gaping and {miling, fees and ob- 
fecves, hears and underflands not. 
Aud from ume to time fome phifl- 
cians advance, who, in the habiis of 
pricits, with the facred knife immo- 
late upon the altar of the goddefs, 
the innocent human vittims, who 
bathe with their blood the fill reek- 
ing fanctuary, ‘Lhe potent goddefs 
is reprefented by a coloffal flatue of 
cork, whofe bafe is formed by a pro- 
digious mals of books difpoted in 
form of a cone. Oh! what a num- 
ber! what a number of books vene- 
rated by us,and {fplendidly bound 
up in our libraries, ferve for this off- 
ice! How many could I name, did 
J not fear furpriling my readers. and 
incurring the perfecution of thofe 
who are interefted in concealing 
fome truth. Behind the grand altar 
of the goddefs isa {mall enclofure 
icparated from the great body before 
ipoken of, where are founda few 
plofophers who entered by a mag- 
nilicent pare, over whichis fculptu- 
redthe word Paucis, Around the 
walls of this enclofure are written 
thele words: * Elements of bodies, 





THE TEMPLE OF IGNORANCE. 


‘ “tity of motion, caufe of attraction» 
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‘ fenfibility, caufe of motion, quate 





and fimilar expreffions. Here 
thofe few feparatifts fing hymns 
the goddefs, thanking her, that by 
concealing from us future miferies Hf 
misfortunes, and the hour of our 
death, fhe frees our life. from much 
folicitude. | | 
But if by chance fome. one of i - 
thefe dare pafs openly into the great #} 
body of the eae +3 you would think 
you faw the ocean agitated by ater. 
rible florm ; cries, lootings, curse 
ings, refound from every part, and 
fhake the vaulted roof, Some aba 
{lain from the attempt, and thus, ar 
void the infult ; others endeavor.to 
delude the multitude by carefully 
concealing themfelves under a. falfe 
outfide ; but the philofophic effluvie 
um paffes through in f{pite of all their 
attempts, and this proves the mof 
powerful ftimulus to excite and ani 
mate the multitude to perfecution. 
At the foot of the altar is a door, 
which leads to a fpacious fubterranes 
an cavern, where, by the pale glim- 
merings of fome lamps, a troop of 
pedants are turning over and Jearne 
ing by heart voluminous confulta- 
tions, repetitions and treatifes, A 
number of bearded and dirty fages 
are here employed in admiring en- 
crulted medals, defaced infcriptions, 
ancient goblets and tripods.-——— 
Here, ina word, thofe men who 
deem themfelves alone to pollefs an 
intimate acquaintance with the {fei 
ences, fland year after year, burying 
true knowledge. Here are burnt 
everv year, at a flated period, the 
works of Bacon, of Calileo, and of 
Newton, with a copy of ‘ The Spi- 
rit of Laws,’ and another, of § A 
tréatife upon Senfation.’ 


ALCANOR. 
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i DEFAMATORY libels, or the 


Fellow Citizens ! 


Ma “ ghara@ter and conduét of Mr. Jeffer— 


_ fon, teem from the preffes which have 


© been loudeft in detence of the juf- 


é 


i 
& 
| 


= 


= 


tice, as well as policy of the Sedition 
Law ; boldly relying on its terrors, 
‘the friends of adminiftration hazard 
_abufe,as contraditory in its nature, 
as ungualified in its terms :—They 
conclude, that injury from fuch re- 
iterated efforts may reachMr. Jeffer- 
fon, but that Mr, Adams, his oppo- 
nent, refls fecure from the bean of 
retaliation; trembling at a dungeon, 
It is indeed true, that the nature of 
the Sedition Law, and the manner 
in which it has been executed, have 
rendered a jail the inevitable confe- 
quence of every profecution under 
it: the precipitaney of the trials ; 
the nature of the proof required ; 
the refufal of judicial procefs to pro- 
cure evidence, and its rejection when 
| procured, have already taught us to 
envy Scotland her chief=juftice 
Hiei, and may prepare us finally 





J & 


Y for the Turkifh Mute and Bowftring. 
till it is not yet fedition to {peak 
truth of the Vice-Prefident of the 
United States—the author of the De- 
claration of American Independence ; < 
an a€t worthy to proclaim a great 
nation burfting into exiflencce—iim— 
ple yet valt; in energy, the flrong 
effort of a gigantic mind; if edat- 
niftration would draw a veil over 
his able negociations in Europe, 
marked by our only treaty, confecrat- 
ing the true interefls of American 
commerce—that free bottoms shail 
make free goods ; If they would fore 
get his negociations with the Minifler 
of France, (whilft American Minis- 
ter of State) which placed his coun- 
No. 7. B 


AGRICOLA ; TO THE PEOPLE OF MARYLAND, 


try on a proud pre-eminence of re- 
putation ; or his mafterly defence a- 
ey the voluminous charges of the 

ritifh minifter, which extorted ree 
Juctant praife from an haughty and 
unfriendly Court ; yet his learned 
and eloquent defence of the intellec- 
tual powers of the American mind, 
againft that degeneracy which Eu 
ropean philofophers had fo itliberally 
imputed, merits a warm and grateful 
return from fome patriot pen: More 
matter of the fclences which improve, 
and the arts which embellifh human 
life, than any man of the age, in 
which he lives, he is himfelf the 
brighteft refutation of their infolent 
theory ; and itis an unnatural hand, 
(if {prong from our foil) that would 
tear the laurel from the brow of A- 
merican genius, 


The author of a hand=—bill, under 
tlie fignature of ** A Friend to Fair 
Play,”’ (republifhed in the Federal 
Gazette and Centinel of Liberty) has 

aoted the following lines trom 
Jefferfon’s Notes on Virginia, p. 
291. The legitimate powers of Gov- 
ernment extend to such acts only as 
areinjurtous to others, but it does 
me no injury for my netghbour to 
fay, there are twenty Gods or no 
God, it neither picks my pocket nor 
breaks my /eg.—His remarks on this 
paflage are—* itizens if you are pre- 
pared to suffer Athei/m and infidel. 
ity to be preached and inculcated 
to your children ; tf you can believe 
with Thomas Fefferfon, that suck 
doftrines, when advocated and en- 
forced by your neighbours, would do 
you no injury, because they do not 
break your legs nor pick your pock- 
ets, you are ripe for the accumulated 
horrors of a French Revolution, 
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where war, plunder, murder and 


misery are made the inheritance of 


this world, and we are robbed of the 
next by denying God, blaspheming 
his son and distinguishing death as 
a place of eternal fleep. ‘This rhap- 
fody of vituperative jargon, came 
from the abundant ftore-houfe of Pe- 
ter Porcupine : as it was his, we 
mult pive him all the credit of ori- 
ginality and the Friend to Fair Play 
can only pretend to the humble me- 
rit, of faithfully copying, from this 
reat mafter of fcurrility and abufe, 
Such is the difyufling invefive 
daily vented by the friends of ad- 
miniftration againft the Vice—Pref- 
dent, whom in the fame breath they 
{cruple not to reprefent both as De- 
ift and Atheilt alfo: Can they really 
then think fo meanly of the capacity 
of the American people, as to expe to 
perfuade them to believe, what in its 
nature is morally and phyfically im— 
orig’ ;——that the fame man can be 
oth Deift or Polytheift and Atheift 
too ? That he can believe that there 
is one God or twenty Gods, and no 
God at all? Had thefe auhors as 
‘well as others of the fame caft, been 
in fearch of truth, inflead of invec- 
tive, they muft have obferved what 
candor fhould have led them to ftate, 
that thefe lines conftitute but a very 
{mall part of an able legal enquiry 
into the flate of religious freedom in 
Virginia, in 1781. Mr. Jeffer- 
fon, after fhewing that the laws 
then unrepealed, fubjected his fellow- 
citizens to be burnt at zhe Rake for 
herefy (the crime, perhaps of all 
others, that fhould be leaft fubjefed 
to humantribunals, becaufe leaft de- 
finable by human reafon) ufes, a- 
mong many arguments, the expref- 
fions above quoted; where theterm 
injury, evidently means legal injury 
only, as he himfelfexplains, by im- 
mediately fubjoining the expreflions, 


picking the pocket; a flrong and © 
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marked mode (well warranted by the 
occafion) it faying, it does no legal 
injury tomy property; and break. 
ing my leg, a fimilar mode of expref- 
fing it does no legal injury to my 
perfon; injuries done to the perfon 
or the property, being the only legal 
injuries toan individual that the law 
contemplates, The affertion, there- 


fore, of Mr. Jefferfon, that his neighe — 


bor’s faying there are twenty Gods 
or no God, (the very crimes expref- 
fed in the a€t of Virginia of 1705, 


c. 30, and of which he is treating) : 


does him no injury in his perfon or 
his property, is a truth felf-evident 
and incontrovertible ; and this is all 
he does fay in the quoted paragraph, 
for taken together with what pre- 
cedes and follows, it will admit of 





no perverfion, or other conftru€tion, © 


than that here given, Is this then 
povectins atheifm and infidelity 2 
oes Thomas Jefferfon fay that fuch 
do€trines advocated and enforced 
(mark the expreflions) by our neigh- 
bors, do us no injury ? Where isthe 
fhadow of candor in thefe writers ? 
Their grofs perverfion muft appear 
{till more inexcufable, if we refleé, 
that they muft have obferved what 
Mr. Jefferfon almoft immediately 
fuggeils—the propriety of ftigmatiz- 
ing fuch unbelievers, by reje€ing 
their evidence in courts of juftice. 
The charge of atheifm might be 
fafely trufted to the honeft indigna- 
tion of the American world; above 
all to the voice of the God of Na- 


ture pervading the univerfe, whofe. 


Almighty power never called into 
exillence an human foul, without 
fome impreflion of his being and at- 
tributes ; much leds did he decorate 
it with the genius and talents—with 
the benevolence and morality, which 
even his enemies allow to Thomas 
Jefferfon. Examine his own writ- 
ingse—{peaking of the moral attri- 
butes and providence of God, he 
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thus expreffes himfelf: (Notes on 
Virg. p. 237-) Cam the liberties of 


- anation be thought fecure, when we 
‘have removed their only firm bafis, a 


conviction in the minds of the peo- 
ple, that thefe liberties are the gift 
of God ; that they are not to be vio- 
lated but withhis wrath ; indeed I 


EB . tremble for my country when I re— 
3 flee that God is put ; that his 
_ juftice cannot fleep for ever ; and 


yet this is the man they accufe of 


’ Atheifm ! 


More prudent detrafors have aban- 


| doned this defperate ground ; they de- 


ny his belief of the chriflian religion ; 
where are their proofs? Are they 
from his writings ? My fellow- citi 
zens, look at the law which he pre- 
pared to eftablifh Religious Freedom 
in Virginia, and mark thefe words : 
Well aware that Almighty God hath 
created the mind free, that all at- 
tempts to influence it by temporal 
punifhments or burthens, or by ci- 
vil incapacities, tend only to beget 
habits of hypocrify and meanne/s, 
and area departure from the plan 
ofthe Hoty AvuTHOR OF OUR 
ReLicion 3 who, being lord both 
of body and mind, yet chofe not to 
propagate it by coercions on either, 
as wasinhis Almighty power todo: 
And then permit me to afk, what 
cliriftian in any age or clime hath af- 
ferted the divine nature and power 
of Chrift, in terms more impreflive 
and affecting ? By evidence fuch as 
this, which admits of no controver- 
fy, detraftion has been driven to her 
laft refource, anonymous calumny ; 
thus you are told by a fate writer, 
that Ae brags he has not been at 
Church for 15 years: Do you be- 
lieve this, my fellow-citizens ? Did 
this writer believe it himfelf? Mr. 
Jetlerfon no doubt thinks and aéts 
for himfelf, but fuch charafters are 
not prone toinfult the opinions of 
others, If isregularin his attend- 
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ance at church, that fenfe and moe 
defty which no one denies him, 
would have prevented his boafting 
of it; if his obfervance of the Sab- 
bath may not be in ftri& conformity 
with rigid rules, an obfervation may 
with propriety be fuggefted; thet 
various modes in this refpect, dif- 
tinguifh various fe&s of chriftians, 
all equally fincere; altho’ the gof- 
pel has undeniably mitigated the ri- 
gor of the ancient Jaw, yet flill with 
fome, a folemn and inaftive filence 
continues to cafta gloom over every 
feventh day, from the rifing to the 
fetting fun; whilft the Catholics, 
who conftitute two-thirds of the 
chriflian world, dedicate a great por- 
tion of Sunday, to mufic, mirth, and 
feftivity ; which mode is molt cone 
formable to the doftrines of Chriff, 
may remain a doubt, but it is cer- 
tain, that the different fe&ls do not 
mean to infult or offend each other. 
To thefe remarks will be added, what 
there is good ground to believe, that 
Mr. Jefferfon pays more towards the 
{ubftantial fupport of the miniftry of 
the gofpel, than any other individu- 
al of Virginia or Maryland, Tola- 
vifh money for unnecellary purpo- 
fes, has never formed any part of his 
charaéter, and his detrators will 
hardly attribute this to hypocrify, or 
to fave appearances, for they all tell 
us, that he is altogether regardlefs 
of appearances ; unlefs indeed, they 
are determined to aliert nothing, 
without contradiéting themfelves, — 
Quitting now a fubje&t, which 
fhould properly have refted between 
the Creator (to whom alone the 
hearts of all men are open) and his 
creature; let us turn our attention 
to the long hackneyed letter, faid to 
have been written by Mr. Jetferfon 
to Mazzei. Whoever wrote it,all will 
agree that it is an elegant compofiti- 
on, and the truth of every polition it 
contains will now be maintained, 


Moth. SOARS ent Mae mee 
» 7” - " 
~ " = - —— ~ 
5 st - 









Lae gree ~ 
sneer 


a 
en 


SS ~~ bt al 


2 Melee S99 RRR oT 
2 a 


a a ag 


Cnet |S, 
+ 


. Sn omen pe 


—— 








Sayers ree 


eth eats 


geen ee CS ees ~ 


“os 





ee et eee 
: —ee 


nai ae AD ee 


—_ . 


ee ee 


Seach abate “ieseiiencaie census Bitady Ween ane 
i 
° * "4 


( 212 ) 


without however, admitting Mr, 
Jefferfon to be the author of a fingle 
fentence of it, for reafons that will 
be prefently fubmitted. At the very 
threfhold of enquiry, we are to be 
Rtopped it feems, by the clamor, that 
this letter contains a perfonal attack 
upon General Wathingion; the 
filent vault of the dead, is to prove 
no afylum for the remains of this ve~ 
nerabie hero; his same and reputa- 
tion are {lijl tobe dragged forth per- 
petually, to fan&tion and defend. the 
purpofes of party. But how is Ge- 
neral W alhirgton implicated in this 
letter P It ftates, that an Anglo. mo- 
narchic-ariftocratic fa€tion had rifen 
up among us, vho were attempting 
to alienate Ameiica from France, 
and bring us under the influence of 
Britain. Does it ftate that General 
Wathington was of that party ? No, 
he is not even named in the leiter— 
can it be inferred trom ary fair con— 
ftruttion, that he was intended to be 
included in ihatdeferipiion 5 certain- 
ty not.’ In a fubfequent part of the 
Jetter, the executive power is {aid to 
be againft us, but even they are not 
tated to conilitute a part of that 
Angio-monarchic, &c. faction; it 
mult be a torced inference to con- 
flraettfo: Bur thot the writer fhould 
intend to defcribe General Wafhing- 
ton perfonally by the terms Exe- 
cutive Power, is not only inconfilt. 
ent with every mode of common 
parlance, butis abfolutely incompa- 
tible with thofe fatts, which an ex- 
eminaion of the fubjeft naturally 
fuggelts, No mortal mean ever did 
or ever could govern any country 
{however {mail) himfelf; he mult 
have min itters, agents, or perfons 
conne&ed with him, who call them- 
felves lis friends, but who, in faét, 
generally attach themfelves to his 
power for their own purpofes: No 
men ever was elevated to the firlt 


Hation of fociety, but he was aflilted 


‘ 
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firft, and afterwards fupported, by 


men of the fame defcriptions, and — 


with the fame views ; nor can cuf- 


tomin old eflablifhed governments, — 


nor the moft general and extenfive 
popularity in new, nor hereditary 
right in monarchies, nor virtue in 


republics, preclude the necellity ef 


the one de{cription, or exclude the 


perfevering infinuatiogs of the other, — 
The celebrated Pulteney, with much — 


truth compared popular government 
to ihe {nake, in which the tail‘ and 
ihe body continually pufh forward 
he head ; the paflions and interetts 
of individuals, who thus become con- 
actied witha chief, often controul, 
but rarely can be controuled by ‘the 
head which appears to dire€t. That 
ibis isan univerfal truth, operating 
it istrue, in a greater or lefs degree, 
from driference of charaéter, but fill 
always operating ; hiftory, experi- 
ence & common fenfe confirm : what 
was, and ‘trl is the faét in America? 
The efficient Executive Power, due 
ring General Wathington’s admintf- 
tration was, and it fill continues in 
a majority of the Heads of Depart- 
ments, who conitituted, and ftill cons 
ftitute a cabinet council ;, to interpofe 
the perfoval opinion and conflitution- 
al authority of the Prefident him- 
felf, in order to controul their delle 
berations, mult neceflarily terminate 
inadi{miffal from office, ‘what is 
termed a change of miniflry in Bri- 
tain, where the perfonal opinions or 
conflitutional authority of ewen the 
hereditary monarch, feldom influen- 
ces the real and effective adminiftra- 
tion of the country. In this view, 
which is undeniably corre&, the term 
Executive Power (as ufed in Maz- 
zei’s letter} becomes intelligible, ard 
no more includes General Wafhing- 
ton perfonally, than it does Mr. 
Jelferfon himfelf, who was a mem- 
ber of that cabinet council during ‘he 
moft part, if not the whele of thgt 
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time, to which the letter can poflibly 
allude; particularly at the come 
mencement of the difpute with 
France ; and was actually the mini- 
fler, who, by his celebrated corref- 


pondence with Mr. Genet, began 


that alienation from France, which 
the Britifh party feized with avidity, 


and finally perverted to purpoles ca- 


lamitous to both republics. 

That a Britith party did exift and 
fill exifis in America, no one will 
be hardy enough to deny; connec- 
tions by blood, by marriage, by lan- 
guage, by conflant intercourfe and 
trade, by agents, by capital in our 
funds, by capital and depofits in, & 
the almoft entire difpofal of our 
banks (thofe great organs of power) 
and by their extenfive credits to our 
merchants, form in faét, fo many 
and fuch powerful fources of influ- 
ence, that the means can neyer be 
wanting, when intereft or inclina- 
tion prompt their exertions: by any 
adminiftration in this country they 
will be felt; to many they will be 
formidable, andto Mr. Adams, they 
will prove fatal, if they can carry 
their real point, for he is no longer 
their man.’ To this general and un- 
deniable view, it would feem al- 
moft fuperfluous to add particular 
proofs : Torepeat that an official 
report was made atan early period 
ofthe prefent government, to the 
Britifh king in council, by bis Mi- 
nifter, that a Britifh party was al- 
ready formed in the United States ; 
and to recall to view the condu& and 
language held inour public councils 
and abroad, when the depredations 
commenced by Britain on our com- 
merce, firft raifed the refentment of 
America, and prompted meafures 
which by refilling with energy the 
evil in its commencement, would 
have prevented fimilar aggrellions 
from others. The whole voice of 
ihe party was then converted inte 
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one general echo of the horrors of 
war ; but the moment France irri- 
tated by the conceflions in our treaty 
with England, {po injurious to them, 
and encouraged by our tamenefs, 
followed her example in plundering 
our trade; the horrorsof war were 
hufhed in a moment; the whole vo- 
cabulary of fcurrnlous inveftive was 
exhaufted in our public a&ls and de- 
bates againft the French nation indi- 
vidually and affociated, 

~ FELLOW-CITIZENS! Time, 
ithas been obferved, makes more 
converts than reafon; let us calmly 
review the progrefs of thofe differen- 
ces which have proved fo injurious 
to our trade and profperity. Scarcely 
was the firit anathema thundered a— 
gainft France, from the prefidential 
chair, when a lettgr appeared in our 
public prints, figned by our fecreta~ 
sy of flate, Pickering, to general 
Pinckney, then our minifler on a pa~ 
cific mifion to that republic: This 
phenomenon in diplomatic commu- 
aications, was founded on the nego- 
ciationsof Mr, J—y and Mr. Ams, 
accufing the French government 
of perfidy at the treaty of Paris, 
which cancelled all their claim to 
our gratitude for their aihiflance du- 
ring the revolutionary war, Could 
this be calculated to reflore good will 
and harmony ? And this too, when 
Mr. fecretary had in his poffeflion 
Doétor Franklin’s journal of the fame 
tranfaGtions, which difproved every 
word he had written, and threw on 
thofe gentelemen themfelves, the per- 
fidy to allies ; the violation of the 
inftructions of their own government, 
the making common caufe with our 
the nenemies, againft our then friends, 
and thereby incurring the rifk, if 
not certain lofs, of the independence 
of our country, had not our good for- 
tune interpofed, by the removal of 
lord Shelburne, at a critical moment. 
Forthis—tor his expofure of the 
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perfidious duplicity ef the Britifh 
minifters; for his tranfcendant abili- 
ties and envied reputation, and above 
all, fer his firm republican princi- 
ples, what filth have they collected 
over the grave of the venerable 
Franklin ? Great luminary of man- 
kind! Thy rays fhall reach diftant 
ayes, long after the dim ruth-lights 
of thy detraétors, fucceeding in ephe- 
meral rotation, fhall have all clofed 
in everlafting night. This letter of 
Mr. Secretary Pickering, publifhed 
in our papers here, evidently to alic- 
nate the minds of our citizens, by 
perfuading them that they were un- 
der no obligations to France, proba- 
bly reached the French government, 
and Mr. Pinckney himfelf, fooner 
than in its official form, as newfpa- 
pers are conveyed by numerous vei- 
feis, furer and quicker, than public 
difpatches, by one or two. Thus 
ao act of unneceflary and wanton 
infult, as it related to France, (how- 
ever ufef:| to the party here) proba- 
bly ruined Mr. Pinckney’s negocia- 
tion there. Three commiffioners 
next followed; with whatever in- 
firu€tions or views they may have 
been deputed, they could not have 
been more unhappily felected for 
the purpofe of conciliation: One 
had ever been confidered as perfo- 
nally hoilile to the French nation, & 
their revolution: his appointment was 
an infult; another was moft proba- 
bly actuated by that warmth of tem- 
per, which flrongly marks his cha- 
rafter ; a warmth which, however 
jullly excited by the unworthy and 
indelicate treatment he had already 
received from the French govern— 
ment, mult ftill have been unfavora- 
ble to temperate difcuffion ; the 
third, altho’ unobje@ionable in every 
other pnint of view, had never been 
remarkable for a conciliatory difpo- 
fition: What a firiking contraft did 
this miffion form, to that of Mr. 





Jay, which had preceded to Great. a i 


Britain; he was withdrawn from © 


the important fun@tions of chief-juf. = : 


tice of the Union, and his appoint- 


ment avowed and defended by admi- 
niftration, as being probably agreeae 
ble to that court, and confequently # 
moft likely to terminate fuccefsful. 
ly; from fo marked a difference, & — 
from the flow of fuccefs which had — 
intoxicated the French government, 
few could have expeted & favorable 


iffue, but the progrefs of the bufi- 


nefs unfolded a fcene calculated to — 


furprize all mankind, All three 
commiffioners tranfmit to this coun- 
try, the moft fingular negociation 
with unaccredited perfons, that hag 
ever been recorded in the annals of 
diplomacy ; none but itfelf can be 
its parallel; corrupt propofals and 
difhonorable contributions formed its 
bafis ; whether thefe fprang from un- 
authorized foreign adventurers, or 
the French minifter, feems ftill enve- 
loped in myftery, efpecially fince 
the public difavowal of Mr. Gerry 
to Talleyrand, with refpe& to him- 
felf and officers ; it is moft probable 
that it was a clubbed affair beiween 
X. Y. Z. and T. perhaps more ; bad 
miniflers are the growth of every age 
and clime: Two negociators now re- 
turned, and altho’ the third ftill ree 
mained, tran{mitting unequivocal af- 
furances on the part of France, of a 
defire to accommodate, yet he was 
recalled and and difgraced, as far as 
a party could dif{grace a man, long 
diflinyuifhed for probity and pa- 
triotifm. The event, however, has 
difpelled every doubt of their fince- 
rity ; thefe friendly offers were cons 
tinued and repeated under every 
change of their government, & thro’ 
every channel, until finally, the Pre- 
fident felt himfelf bound by duty to 
his country, greatly fuffering, without 
a profpeét of recompenfe, to liflen to 
them, and to interpofe his perfonal 
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and confiitutional authority in coun- 
gil, to meet their advances. Shrink- 

ing, however, from the torrent of 
«clamor, reproach and obloquy, pour- 
| ed upon him by the Britith fattion, 
'.anda majority of his own cabinet, 
_ he delayed the meafure, until multi- 


plying captures, affecting the vitals 
of our commerce, compelled him to 
break thro’ all the refiilance of the 


_ party. The miffion of the envoys 


abroad, which in its confequences 
roduced a difmifhion of miniflers at 
Rice (altho’ not much can be ex- 


‘pefted from the political caft of two 


them, ) we have ftill reafon to hope, 
will terminate in a fuccefsful and 
honorable accommodation, of all dif- 
ferences between France and the U- 
nited States, to the utter difappoint- 
ment of the real enemies of both, 
and of all republics; difappointment 
we are certainly authorized to fay, 
from one of the intercepted leters of 
the Britifh minifter L—n, to the go- 
vernment of Canada, flating, shat the 
government of the United States has 
given new fubje of provocation to 
France byencouraginginconjuntlion 


with us (the Britifh ) the negro chief 


Touiffaintin meafures which appear 
ultimately to tend to a [eparation 
of the ifland of St. Domingo from 
the mother country, whether this 
affront will be pocketed by the Di- 
re&ory Ido not pretend to decide, 
but I cannot \perfuade myfelf that 
itis probable ; in which fentiment, 
a member of the American congrefs 
firongly fympathized in his place; 
but whatcan we fay of the other 
letterof Mr, L—n, that the govern- 
meni of the United States had en- 


gaged to defend Canada from the 


attack of any power whatever ; 18 
this our boafted neutrality ? If we 
have boldly ventured into the ocean of 
European politics by fuch a guaran- 
tee, what is the equivalent we have 
received ? Is at the capture, plunder 
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and condemnation of our trade in 
Halifax, Naffau and Kingflon? Se 
much for the enmity to France and 
attachment to Great Britain, attri- 
buted to a party among us, in this 
letter to Mazzei : with refpe& to the 
affertion, that the form as well as 
fubflance of the Britifh government 
ate to be introduced here, as the par- 
ty are not yet agreed, whether this 
paflage of the letter fhould be tranflae 
ted, forms, or etiquette, or ceremoe 
nies, or fimply the form, our remarks 
muft be poitponed until it is deter- 
mined which is right, as they are fo 
effentially different. The expreffions 
fo often criticifed, ‘the calm of def- 
potifm and tempetuous fea of liber- 
ty,’ will remain with the monar— 
chical and ariftocratic views of 
which it accufes the party, for full 
developement, when we iball review 
the character and condu& of Mr, 
Adams. <A few words now as to 
the letter itfelf. Its authentict- 
ty refls on the authority of Mr, W. 
Cobbet, alias Peter Porcupine; ei- 
ther name will need no comment in 
America for fome years: he has 
given us the precife date when it 
was publifhed in Florence and alfo 
in Paris, but he has been careful io 
afhx no date to the letter itfelt; 
thisomiffion, fo fufpicious in irfelf, 
gives fine fcope to the malignity of 
party to affign it that, which would 
beft fuit their views; but it cannot 
be accounted for, unlefs by fuppoling 
it a fabrication, or that the real date, 
if difcovered, would have explained 
away its perverted force, by refer- 
ence to cotemporary events and upi- 
nions ; for we muff all recolle& whae 
a rapid fuccefhoa of revolutions, both 
in government and opinions, the laf 
tenyears have difclofed, As the let- 
ter now ftands,there is the beft autho- 
rily for faying that the moft intimate 
friend of Mr. Jefferfon dags not be- 
live it genuine ; and that it is fpurie 
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ous, we have teafon fo believe from 
its being written in French, as from 


Mr. jefferfontoan old and intimate 


neighbor (who underftood Englifh as 
well as himfelf) in a tongue abfo- 
lutely foreign to them both, and 
written with all that elegance of idio- 
matic phrafeology, fo entirely pecu- 
liar to the French language, and 
which perhaps none but a native 
Frenchman, ever yet attained, But 
Mr. Jefferfon, it feems, has never 
come forward to publifh a denial in 
four years; would it have been pru- 
dentin him to fuffer his veracity to 
be queflioned during fuch rage of 
party? What a fine field would he 
have opened for that hoft of dirty 
fcribblers, who now affail his reputa- 
tion through the numerous prefles of 
this widely extended empire? For 
his filence he has at leaft an illuftri- 
ous example, that of General Wath- 
ton, who for near 18 years fuffered a 
feries of letters to be impofed, by the 
Britifh, on the world, as his, execu- 
ted with fuch plaufibility, from the 
knowledge they difclofed of his pri- 
vate affairs, that even his intimates 
were deceived: but thefe he never 
would deny to the world, until about 
to retire from public life, to prevent 
the impofition being extended to pof- 
terity, he had his difavowal entered 
inthe archives of his country. If 
thisletter of Mazzei’s is alfo a fabri- 
cation, itis acknowledged that it is 
executed with flill more plaufibility 
than thofe impofed upon us as Ge- 
neral Wathington’s ; it contains no 
fentiments that Mr. Jefierfon, or any 
other real republican, ought to have 
difavowed at an carly period of our 
rupture with France ; although the 
prudence, of rendering any foreigner 
their depofitary may well be queftion- 
ed ; ftill, however {purious it may be, 
under exifting circumftances, much 
more cogent reafons operate, to pre- 
vent a public denial by Mr, Jefier= 


fon, than could haveinfluenced Gee 
neral Wafhinyton ; far more power- 
ful than thofe, which we know, pre= 
vented his public difavowal of Lo- 
gan’s {fpeech : It is well known what 
efforts were ufed with the public, to 
perfudde them that this was alfo the 
compofition of Mr. Jefferfon ;  ftill 
no circumftances of accufation or ir- 
ritation could extort from him any 
public explanation. At lenyth the 
enquiries ofa friend obtained an elo- 
quent difavowal by letter ; but un- 
der the exprefs injunétion that no co- 
py fhould be given that would au- 
thorife a publication ; and when on 
the death of that friend, the indufiry 
of party drew his own letter from its 
filent depofitary, where it fhould 
have remained more facred than uns 
der the feal of fecrecy, and then 
publifhed it tothe world; the great 
mafs of evidence colleéted in its fup- 
port, was offered by Mr. Jefferion 
to his private friends, in a form, that 
convinced without exciting controver- 
Ji 
One other part of the conduét of 
Mr. Jefferfon—his addrefs to the 
Senate of the United States, when 
about to aflume the office of Vice- 
Prefident, remains to be confidered ; 
it is introduced in an hand-bill, fign- 
ed by a refpeétable name, f. T. 
Chafe, and for what ; to bolfter up 
the finking reputation of Mr. Adams. 
Mr. Chace fays, Mr. Jefferson, at 
the last elefien of President was set 
up in oppofition to Mr. Adams, and 
the charge that he was the friend of 
Monarchy was made against him 
bv the advocates of Mr. Jefferson, 
and spread from one end of the con- 
tinent to the other; that Mr. Fef- 
ferson did not think he was the 
friend to Monarchy his speech fully 
proves. And is then the judgment 
of Mr, Jefferfon alone to acquit Mr. 
Adams of the charge of fupporting 
the caufe of hereditary monarchy & 

















re ee I 


‘griflocracy, and recommending them 


throughout a flong and elaborate 


- work, folely and avowedly defign— 


ed to imprefs the American mind? 
for Mr. Chace offers no reafons, no 
explanations, no remarks, on thefs 
jong and often repeated paflages, 
voted from Mr. Adams’s work. 
s Mr. Jefferfon’s fingle voice to 
preponderate againft the evidence of 
the work itfelf, and the united opin- 


Ton of Europe and America? for 
there has been but one opinion a- 


mong literary men as to the feope & 
tendency of this publication. This 
furely is elevating Mr. Jefierfon to 
aproud pre-eminence, and fuch as 
his opponents could never have {ub- 
mitted to, but in the laft efforts of 
defpair. But it fhould feem that 
this opinion onght to be direét, pofi- 
tive and clear, before we are afked to 
fubmit to it the evidence of our 
fenfes and reafon. Is it fo, my fel- 
low-citizens P Examine the fpeech 
again: not one fentence, not one 
word in it, relpe@ing Mr. Adams’s 
political principles or opinions ; on 
the contrary, all mention of them ap- 
pears to have been cautioully avoid- 
ed. Mr, Jefferfon bears teflimony, 
from long and intimate acquaintance 
twoMr, Adams’s talents and integrity ; 
they had never been queftioned ; — 
Mr. Adams’s political opinions had 
slone at that time been attacked. Of 
Mr. Adams's political opinions Mr. 
Jefterfon fays not one word :—the 
fiir inference then is, that as Mr. 
Jeflerfon difcovered every difpofition 
torecommend Mr. Adains to public 
confidence, if he could with truth 
have exculpated him from the great 
and only charge chen againit him, he 
would not have fed 1: over in Gj- 
lence: but it is faid Mr. Jefferfon 
does more —he prefers Vire Adams 
tohimfelf, as the conteft had been 
between them, and he lays Mr. A- 
dams was jufllyeletted. Let us con- 
hder this !—-had Mr. Jefferfon pte- 
red himfelf, it would have been 
No, E U 


o. 
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defpicable deviation from the laws 
of propriety ; a violation of thofe 
decencies of focial intercourfe, that 
conftitute the charm of civilization, 
which the precepts of chriltianity 
have extended through every walk 
of private as ‘well as public life , 


teaching us not to aflume the firft 


place, but to humble ourselves, and it 
would have rendered him truly un- 
worthy to prefide over the United 
States. Such a preference as we 


- find in Mr. Jeflerfon’s addrefs, ufual 


even in private intercourfe, has been 
long and formally eflablifhed, and 
has now become indifpenfable in the 
official afts of men elevated to the 
firft ftations of fociety ;—they mean 
no more, and are confidered only, as 
the ufaal compliments of office, and 
as fuch were certainly due to the o- 
pinion, the American people had juft 
then exprefled, by the preference of 
Mr. Adams, altho’ by fo {mall and 
fo doubtful a majority, In faying 
this, no queftion is intended of the 
fincerity otf Mr, Jefferfon’s declara- 
tions in favor of Mr, Adams at that 
time —as far as they really do extend; 
or of the prayer that he offers for 
his health and fafety ; in fa&t, a re- 
view of this tranfaftion fo far elevates 
the charafter of Mr. Jefferfon, and 
depreffes that of Mr. Adams, that the 
friends of the latter fhould have hid 


tt, if poffible, forever from pub-_ 


lic view. After having then dif. 
clofed fo openly,impreffiogs fo favor- 
able to Mr, Adams, and which aro 
now fo much relied on, how ftrongly 
mult Mr. Jefferfon difapprove of the 
conduét of Mr, Adams in office, bee 
fore he could confent to become the 
opponent of his re-eleAion ? The 
very commencement of his admin iitra- 
tion prefents us with caufe fudiicient 
to juflify the change, Mr. Jefferfon 
obferving the continent fplit almoft 
in twain by difcordant parties, gener- 
oufly comes forward,—rejoicing in 
the elettion of Mr. Adams, he re- 
commends him to the confidence of 
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his friends and fellow-citizens, and 
offers up, on the pure altar of de- 
meftic peace, all his profpe&s of am- 
bition, rule or power :—The trap- 
pings and gew-gaws of office vanith 
ina moment, when the profpea of 
focial harmony, once more reftored 
to his country, opens to his view, 
What was the conduct of Mr. A- 
dams? A few months had fearcely 
elapfed from his-elevation to power, 
betore the newspapers anounce as 
his, an official anfwer to a publicad- 
drefs of the militia officers of the 
county of Bath, in Virginia ; in this 
he afks if there is not @ faGion in 
Virginia, that mufi be humbled with 
the duft and afhes ? Is this the fenti- 
ment of a chriftian? Is this the 
boafted chrifliani:y of Mr. Adams, 
fo regular in his attendance at church? 
The mild Gofpel, that teaches peace 
and forgivenefs to the fons of men, 
never touched that bofom where peace 
and forgivenefs do not dwell! —This 
then was the only return made to Mr. 
Jefferfon ; to confign to duft and 
afhes, at leaft three fourths of his na- 
tive State, the moft populous and ex- 
tenfive of the Union, Had war fol- 
jowed as was then expetted—had the 


armies in contemplation been raifed, 
and the iron hand of ruthlefs power 
been diref&ted by an heart in which 
{ach revenge rankled—what feng 
of blood and profcription might have 
tollowed ? Were thefe the paternal 
words of a Prefident of America tm 
No! fuch lauguage once the fav 
Robefpierre ufed, when amidft th 
phrenzy of contending factions, he 
let loofe domeftic carnage, and fierce 
civil firife, and uprent the befom of 
his country. 

My Fellow-Citizens ! if ever 
plaftic hand wes wanting to heal the 
wounds of domeftic difcord ; to 
foothe the throbbings of irritation, 
and to unite our fivided citizens 
once more in the bonds of focia! har. 
mony, and endearing intercourfe ; 
this is the moment. Who are you 
to look up to ?—to Mr, Jefferfon, 
who offered fo generous a facrifice 
of all private views, to public peace; 
or to Adams, who firlt lighted the 
blaze of civil difcord, by confignin 
his opponents to duft and afhes, a 
who has fince fanned the flame, by ex 
cluding them from every emolument 
of their ¢cmmon government, 
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The following is a Copy of a Letter written to George 
Wathington, from an Old Fellow Soldier, dated 


SIR, 

THE wifelt men do not receive 
advice with the fame cordiality that 
never fails of being returned for ap- 
plaufe.—It is human nature, Men 


NEW=YORK, APRIL 25, 1705 


exalted by fuperior genius and good 
fortune are innocently apt to take ad- 
vice from lefs fortunate men in tht 
light of cenfure, or to confider u 
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queflioning that judgment which has 
been proven by fuccefs. Thefe pre- 
judices produce the moft fevere af- 
fliGions to greatnefs, but a fenfe of 
duty cannot fubmit to the frailties or 

ejudices of the greateft of men. 
With this impreflion I addrefs you. 
The nation holds an intereft in you, 
of which it is both tender and jea- 
lous. Your fervices have incorpo- 
rated vour reputation with that of 

our country. And her liberties and 
interefts are dependent thereon, be— 
caufe every ftep which you may 
take tothe prejudice of the onemay 
be fatal to the other. Every mea- 
fure whch can exalt your true glory. 
muft promote her liberty, 

Why is it that the people already 
begin to exprefs an uneafy folicitude 
for your honor ? Why do the mur— 
murs of a fullen difcontent prevail 
among thoufands who fhed their 
blood in defence of your honor and 
reputation P—Heretofore all men 
have confidered you as a Being of a 
fuperior order, Whence does it pro- 
ceed that men who are among your 
mofl ardent friends are obliged to de- 
fend your honor by imputing your 
errors to human fallibility ? 

The enquiry is deferving your 
notice, If your perfonal fame did 
not call forit, the confideration is 
due to the country. The voice of 
the nation has lately agreed in attri- 
buting this charge to a vifible caufe, 
Do not be furprifed, fir—it is be- 
lieved that men in whom you repofe 
unbounded confidence are laboring 
for your difgrace. Do not be con— 
fident in your difcernment, nor be— 
lieve you are fuperior to the villainy 
ef men who furround you. The 
part you have taken, and the fuc- 
cefs which has attended your wifdom 
and prudence in the revolution, has 
placed you on ground, which muft 
excite envy and hatred, ‘The revo- 
lution is a precedent already follow- 
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ed. The ruin of your charaéer 
would be a powerful means by which 
to difcredit all future attempts of op- 
preffed nations, to break their fhac- 
kles. To the affault of open ene- 
mies you are yet invulnerable. That 
power which has fuffered moft by 
the fame means that has eftablifhed 
your reputation, is not fo puny a 
proficient in intrigue, as not toknow 
that you are to be ruined, only thro’ 
the medium of your friends, 

All great changes are the favorite 
fcenes of ambitious adventurers. 
Have you ever examined the cha< 
rafters by which you are furround- 
ed ? Has your honor never been 
awakened by the conduét of any 
perfon near you, who has betrayed 
any of the charafteriftics of an ad- 
venturer? Have you never noticed 
auy map daring and vicious, ambiti- 
ous and enierprizing, fertile in ex- 
pedient, and intrepid in executing 
them—uniting cunning with plau- 
fibility, and parfimony with profli- 
gacy—covetoulnefs with offentation ; 
a man difgraceful of means to obtain 
determined ends ; as licentious ir 
principles of government as debauch~ 
ed in private habit ; infinuating, wi- 
ly, witty, indefatigable, inquifitive. 
impofing in his opinions and man< 
ners, flexible and abounding with 
flattery to you, pertinacious and im- 
perious to ethers. 

Do you know no fuch charaéter ? 
——Suffer then the counfels of a 
man removed from the vortex of po- 
litical turbulence, who has heard & 
feen with compofure the opinions & 
arguments of the molt refpettable 
charaéters in our country : one who 
has nothing to hope from your fa- 
vor, nor to fear from the refentment 
of your worft of enemies ; who will 
delineate to you the fefult of cone 
curring cpinions, by pointing out a 
charafler in his meafures and coui-~ 
{els, who threatens to embark you 
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with him in @ troubled fea, and to 
raife himfelf above your country, or 
to wreck your reputation and for 
tune along with his. ambition. 

I will dally with you no longer : 
but de! neate that charafter againft 
which there is rifing a widely fpread- 
ing and vchement abhorrence. 

It is he, who boafis of your con- 
fidence while he abufes it, who is 
of doubtful parentage, and yet more 
doub:ful country ; whofe education 
was Britifh, as:are his political fea- 
timents and propenfities; in private 
he is notorioufly immoral, a faithlefs 
hufband, and a corrupt member of 
fociety ; in his fentiments on gov— 
ernment he 1s avowedly and decided- 
ly holtile tothot for which he fought, 
and to which he became a poifonous 
exotic while yet its infancy opened 
a field for adventure and ambition. 

It was he, that at the come 
mencement of the revolutionary war, 
attempted to ereét his little creft in 
contefting and oppofing the princi- 
ples of liberty and independence as 
alferted by common fen/e. 

It was he, who at the commence 
ment of the fame revolution, when 
the principles which he oppofed in 
writing were found likely to prevail, 
became an adventurer and a foldier 
in fupport of them, 

It was he, when the revolution 
was glorioufly terminated, plotted the 
ruin of your fame, and that of the 
liberties for which you had fought, 
by holding out the fafcinating al- 
lurements ot a crown and monarchi- 
eal power to you—which you refus- 
ed. 

It was he, whe in the period be- 
tween the peace of 1783, and the 
formation of the confitution of 1787, 
conceived and plotted a fecond time, 
the fcheme of monarchy, which your 
prudentia] regard for the voice of the 
people rendered akortive. 

It was he, whoin the Federal Con. 
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vention propofed, avowed, and adi 
vocated a fyflem, bearing all the 
ftrong marked features of monarchy, 

It was he, who, true to his eternal 
purfuit of monarchy, artfully and 
deeply intrigued, and caufed to be 
ingratted into the adminiftration of 
the government of the United States, 
prificiples and maxims adverfe from 
general liberty, and tending to coun- 
tenance monarchy. 

It was he, who under the intrigues 
of a foreign diplomatic charatter, 
gave rife to the funding fyftem. 

It was he, who eftablifhed a public 
debt of eighty millions of dollars, 
which upon honeft principles of pub. 
lic faith, would not have exceeded 
twenty millions. 

It was he, who ingrafted the fys. 
tem of finance upon principles of 
gaming, fpeculation and public fraud, 

It was he, who laid down and 
afferted the nefarious principle of the 
irredeemability of the public debt. 

It was he who created and embo- 
died 2 monied ariftocracy, who bya 
commutation of fupport for profit, 
intended to defpoil the people of their 
independence. 


It was he, who incorporated with 
that ariflocracy, a body of daring and 
needy adventurers, cheats, gamblers 
and f{peculators; who were raifed 
into opulence by the abandoned and 
difgraceful robbery of the poor fol- 
diers of the revolution, the men who 
fhed their blood to eftablifh your 
glory, and the liberties of America, 

It was he, whofe corrupt fyflem of 
finance, adminiftered ftreams of 
wealth to his unprincipled adherents, 
confidents and relatives, 


It was he, who advifed you to go- 
vern through the medium of monied 
influence, ratirer than the treacherous 
attachments of the people. 

It was he, that projeéed the union 
ofa bank with the government, 
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thereby to Mrengthen and bind the 
monied ariftocracy to a party. 

It was he, that attempted togovern 
the legiflatureof the United States, 
through the corrupt medium of bank 
direftors and ftockholders, 

It was he, that negociated the cor- 
rupt and wicked barter of the affump- 
tion of ftate debts for the eftablifh- 
ment of the city of Wafhington. 

It was he, fir, who adopted and 
gave currency inthe United States 
to the wicked and abandoned max- 
ims, that “a public debt is a pudlic 
blefing’’ ‘6 private vice public 

ood.” 

It was he, that betrayed you to 
grant, contrary to the conflitution, a 
charter to the bank of the United 
States, in confideration forthe auxi- 
liary aft which was to fecure the ef- 
tablifament ofthe city of Wafhing- 
ton, and which, otherwife, would at 
that time have failed. 

It was he, whofe maxim it is, to 
dire€t all legiflative policy, for the 
intereft and benefit of fupporters of 
the funds, however adverfe to the in- 
terefts or obligations the legiflators 
and other public fervants owe the 
people whom they reprefent. 

It washe, whocovertly and effec- 
tually oppofed the opening of a land 
office, and the fale of the weflern 
lands, left the eftablifhment, by ex- 
punging the public debt, and promo- 
ting republican fentiments on the 
frontiers, would remove any pretext 
for a landing army or a funding fyf- 
tem. 

It was he, that promoted, and 
largely participated in extenfive pri- 
vate {peculations in weflern lands. 
while he oppofed the fale for the li- 
quidation of the debts of the nation. 

It was he, who gave birth to a 
flanding army, and adminiftered fuel 
to Indian warfare, as the pretext for 
continuing it. 

{t was he, who took into partner- 
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fhip with him, in the adminiftration 
of the moft corrupt fy {tem of finance, 
a man whofe very nameis a libelon 
truth, honor, integrity and virtue, 

Itwas he, who poifoned your 
mind, and infpired diftruft againf 
men, whofe virtues you had admired, 
whofe talents you extolled, and 
whofe republicanifm you could not 
doubt. 

It is he, whofe anonymous writ- 
ings have privately and perpstually 
affailed you withenvenomed flander 
again’t fome of the virtuous and en- 
lightened characters in America. 

It is he, who boafts of his influ- 
ence over you, equal to that of the 
wind over the weather-cock, or of 
the mechanic over the automaton. 

It is he, who expofes your private 
confidential letters,requiring his ‘‘aid 
to drefsup your lucubrations for 
public view,”’ in order to impre {s his 
friends with an idea of your impli- 
cit dependence upon him. 

It is he, who unteelingly, and to 
the difgrace of a'l morals, while he 
boafts of your confidence, boafts of 
his amours and private immoralities, 

It was he, that openly and un- 
blufhingly declared his preference of 
a monarchical, over every other form 
of government, 

It was he, that foflered and encoue 
raged every arbitrary principle for 
adminiftering the government. 

Tt was he, that gave birth to the 
odious principles of an excife law ia 
a free government. 

Itwas he, who, eager to com- 
mence oppreffion, urged unneceflary 
profecutions under the excife laws, 
precipitated an  iniurreftion, and 
then, in your, prefence, had the hor- 
rid audacity to wilh the infurgents 
had burned a flourifhing and profpe- 
rous town. 

It washe, who propofed in your 
cabinet council, a fyftem of execu- 
tive government thro’ the medium of 
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eflablifhed {pies and fecret inform- 
ers, to be compofed of the revenue 
officers of the United States. 

It was he whofe commercial ope- 
rations of finance were rendered fub- 
fervient to the commercial interefls 
of Great-Britain, the better to enlift 
her as an aily inthe future move- 
ments towards monarchy. 

It was he who firft adventured in 
an illegal ufe of the public monies, 
and to difregard folemn approprie— 
tions by the leyiflaiure, which he 
alfo contrived that yow @hou!d imi- 
tate. 

It was he, that proved the ufe & 
epplication of public mories never 
seccived, by his new invented doc- 
trine of inftrumentality, 

It was he, that to fhield himfelf 
from public indignation, caufed your 
name to be employed to cover an 
im ofiuen on the legiflature under 
the plea of forgeifulnefs. 

{. was he, who advanced delibe- 
raie fallhoods in the faceof the coun- 
try, under the name of explanations 
of his public accounts, and upon de- 
tection, retracied them under the fub- 
te: fuge of a miftake, 

It was he, the weight of whofe in- 
fluence you found too late, and faw 
seafon to fear, which induced you 
to fuffer infultand indignity from two 
of his creatures. 

It washe, who influenced the ap- 
pointment of afucceflor to himfelf, 
to guard the fyftem of {peculation 
with the public treafure, from public 
detection. 

It was he, that brought within the 
vortex of treafury influence, all ap- 
pointments to office, civil and mili- 
tary, making himfelf to be looked up 
to, as the fource and channe’ of all 
executive favors, 

ie was he, thatrendered the war 
department {ubordinate to, and de- 
pendant on the treafury, for the fame 
purpofe, 


LETTER 


It was he, who firt fuggefled ti. 
tles, diftin€tions, and pageantry, for 
the executive adoption. 

It‘ was he, who, whenever it ace 
corded with his fecret views, facrifi. 
ced or betrayed his moft confidens 
tial friends. 

it was he, who introduced myflery 
andempiricifm imto executive pro- 
ceedings, in order to veil encroach. 
ments, upon public rights, from pube 
lic view. 

It was he, whofe wicked politics 
and intrigues have planted a deep 
rooted, juft, and immoveable jealou. 
fy of the executive department. 

It was he, who, alwaysready to 
take advantage of your prejudices, 
and to flatter your weaknefles, avows- 
ed, that his afcendancy in your conf. 
dence, was obtained by adminiller- 
ingto your pride, 

Ic was he, that, indifferent to your 
reputation, daringly violated law & 
infracted the conflitution, and gave 
the firlt example of executive en- 
croachment, which he prevailed upon 
you, not only to countenance, but to 
repeat. 

It is he to whom the Britifh go- 
vernment fecretly look as the inftrue 
ment of their defigns, whofe confe- 
quence appears to be devoted to the 
Britifh minifler, Britifh agents, and 
a Britifh fa&tion. 

It ishe who has long maintained 
and fill maintains a fecret correfpon- 
dence with the mof corrupt miniltet 
of the moft corrupt court in Europes 

It was he who influenced appoint- 
ments to foreign courts contrary to 
policy and utility, and who procured 
to be appointed and maintained at 
Paris, a minifler, inimical to that 
government and hoftile to republt- 
canifm, 

It was he who volunteered the 
firt, as the decided and avowed e- 
nemy to the caufe and liberties of an 
z!ly to whom we are under indelible 
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obligations for aid in eftablifhing 
our own. 

It washe that has purfued the 

ogrefs of the French revolution in 
all its ftages, with anxious and ar- 
dent wifhes for the fuccefs of the 

wers who combined to partition 
Poland and France. 

It was he that propofed early in 

your cabinet queftions of doubt on 
the acknowledgement of the French 
Republic—of receiving a minifler 
from that republic— for receiv- 
ieg a minifler from the wfurper who 
pretended to the regency of that na- 
tion, 
It washe who propofed in your 
cabinet queftions of doubt as to the 
obligations or refponfibility of the 
United States to fulfil their ftipula- 
tions of treaties with France. 

It was he who propofed in your 
cabinet to caufe an American armed 
fhip to fireon a French fhip of war, 
and thereby to commence hoflilit 
and war with the French Republic. 

It was he that advifed and promo- 
ted in your cabinet, an uniform fyf- 
tem of meafures, hoftile to France, 
and friendly to Great Britain. 

It was he whofe fecret influence 
in the federal legiflature prevented 
every attempt at commercial repri- 
{al on Great Britain for her manifold 
commercial wrongs to the United 
States. 

It was he who conceived the 
{cheme in your cabinet, of a com- 
mercial treaty with Great Britain, 
without the previous advice, con- 
fent, or SE tase of the Senate. 

It was he who anxioully foughe 
the appointment of envoy to Great 
Britain for himielf, that he might 
the better cement an union between 
the governments, more effeftually to 
Promote his monarchical views, and 
cherifh oppofition to republicanifm. 

It is he who after a treaty had 
been concluded advifed you not te 
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ratify it without Great Britain hhould 
withdraw her provifion orders, 

Ie was he that advifed you to ras 
tify at a fubfequent period and from 
particular and efpecial motives. 

It was he always eager to lower 


- your reputation as conducive to the 


humiliztion of republicanifm, advi- 
fed you to denounce freedom of o~ 
pinion and of the prefs in a moft un- 
popular attack upon popular focie- 
ties. 

It was he who invariably applied 
the influence of the government to 
fhackle the freedom of the prefs, 
and through gifis of povernment {ers 
vices to apply. the money of the 
people, infecuring printers and e- 
ditors, devoted to the fervice and 

raife of all adminiftrative meafures 
indifcrimately. 

It was he whofe baleful inter- 
courfe and counfels, firft cafl a fhade 
over your fame, whofe vices and ine 
fluence, have precipitated you, from 
the highelt pinnacle of human glory, 
and left the name of Wafhington to 
defcend to poflerity, with a letlre 
diminifhed in the cabinet from that 
fplendor which it obtained in the 
field, as the marful afferter and 
greatelt defender of the rights of op- 
preffed nations and mankind, 

Such, Sir, is the charafter to 
whom all the prefent evils of the 
country, and the fecret chagrin 
which you feel are to be attributed ; 
whofe career has been marked by an 
uniform effort to derogate from your 
reputation, and to exalt his own up- 
on the wreck—Praying God that 
his afcendancy may no longer pre- 
vail, and that for your country’s 
good, aod your own honor, yoa 
will calmly view this monition as the 
parting warning of an old friend 
and fellow foldier, I bid you a lat 


adieu, - 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE U, STATES. 


To the PEOPLE of the UNITED STATES. 


Fellow-Citizens, 


IN the fourth volume of the laws 
ef the United States, publifhed at 
Philadelphia, by William Rofs, un- 
der the authority of the fecretary of 
Rate, (p. 43,) you will find the fol- 
Jowing article in the treaty of peace 
and friendfhip between the United 
States, and the Bey of Tripoli, one 
of the Barbary powers. 

Article Il. ** As the government 
of the United States of America is 
not #n any fenfe founded on the 
Chriftian Religion—as it hasin itfelf 
no charafter of enmity ayain{ft the 
laws, religion, or cranquility of Muf- 
fulmen; and asthe faid flates never 
have entered into any war or att 
of hoftility againft any Mahomedan 
Mation, it is declared by the parties, 
that no pretext arifing from religte 
ous opinions fhall ever produce an 
interruption of the harmony exifting 
between the two countries.” 

The treaty which contains this ar- 
ticle, bears date on the 4th day of 
November, 1799, and was negocia- 
‘ted by Col, David Humphreys, then 
minifter plenipoteatiary of the Uni- 
ted States at Lifbon, under the ef- 
pecial authority and inftru@tions of 
George lVafhington, late prefident 
of the United States, and has fince 
been approved by the Senateof the 
United States, and ratified by ‘Fofin 
Adams, now prefident of the Uni- 
icd States. 

Fellow-Citizens, 

Although the treaty referred to, 
was made under the legal and con- 
Ritutioual authority of the United 
States, was approved and ratified by 
the cooftituted authorities and 1s 

hereby, purfuant to the conftitution 
of the United States, declared to be, 


andis become, the /upreme law of 
7 + 


the land. Although the prefident 
of the United States, the other execus 
tive officers, the judges, aud mems 
bers of Congrefs, and all the legiflae ~ 
tive, executive, and judiciary offie 
cers of the refpe€tive flates, have 
been {worn to fupport and maintain 
the conflitution, and of confequence 
this treaty, which is now the /upremeé 
law ; yet as great clamor is now at- 
tempted to be excited by one ortwo 
defigning and ill-conditioned clergy- 
men in Philadelphia and New~York, 
on the ground of a fuggeflion afcris 
bed to Thomas Jefferion, to wit ¢ 
‘© That he wifhed to fee a govern- 
ment, in which no religious opini- 
ons wereheld ; and where the fecu= 
rity for property and focial order, 
refted entirely on the force of thé - 
laws.” Itmay be ufeful, briefly to 
enquire into the reafon and proprie- 
ty of that principle of the conftitu- 
tion of the United States, on which 
i- founded this provifion by treaty, 
now the /upreme law of the land, to 
wit: “* That the government of the 
United States of America, is not in 
any fenfe founded onthe Chriftian 
Religion.” 
Fellow-Citizens, 

George Wafhington and Fohnr 
Adams, have both profeffed the 
Chriftian Religion, and are not to 
be doubted as true believers ; as lit= 
tle will it bedoubted, that they both 
believed inthe principle of the con- 
ftitution, which has been mentioned, 
and that neither were willing to fub- 
vert the Chriftian Religion. Whence 
then the clamor that has been excit- 
ted P Is the Chriftian Religion capa- 

le of being fubverted by the prin- 
ciplein queflion, or any other ? fs 
not the principle promotive, int 32 
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of fubverfive of the Chriftian Religi- 
on? Truch and charity are the foun- 
dations of the Chriftian Religion, & 
the Holy Author of it, did net fee fit 


to propagate his dottrines by fire & 
~ {word, as was in his Alnigh:y power 
to do; or, leaving it dependent on 
_ reafon and conviétion only, torequire 


the aid of laws and coniftitutions to 
enforce it. Ontchis holy and di- 
vine principle of toleration then, 18 
theconftitution of the United States 
grounded, and that provifion of it, 
which declares, ** That no religious 
teft fhall ever be required, as a qua- 
lification to any office or public trutt 
under tne United States ;”? as affir- 
mative of that principle, isthe beft 
fecurity to the welfare and intereft 
of the Chriftian Religion, and moft 
conducive totbecivil and religious 


_liberty of the people. Every man 


knows, that religious oppreflions be- 
get civil incapacitations, and if the 
tonftitution had embraced the con- 
trary principle, and by exprefs pro- 
yifion recognized the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, it is not tobe doubted that a 
Congrefs would be found fufficiently 
inclined, by an equally forced con- 
ftru€tion of the phrafe “ provide 
for the common defence and genetal 
welfare,” with that which has been 
contended for in the cafe of elta« 
blifhing manufaQures, to pafs a law 
declaratory of an eftablifhed church, 
and national religion—and, by ap- 


| propriating the public money to its 


fupport, to compel all diflenters, un- 

t heavy penalties, to contribute 
thereto, In fuch a cafe, fellow-ci- 
tizens, what would become of your 
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much boafted of, and juftly prized 
fecurity, for your religious liberties, 
and rights of confcience—a fecurity 
which renders America, at this day,. 
the defired afylum of the opprefled 
and perfecuted religionifts of every 
fe€t and nation ? 

And what, fellow-citizens, pres 
vents an eftablifhed church by law, 
at this moment, but that glorious 
principle of the conftitution, folemn- 
ly recognized by public treaty, and 
avowed to all the nations of the 
world, by theprefidents Wafhington 
and Adams, approved by the Senate 
of the United States, and fworn te 
be maintained by all the public func. 
tionaries of the United States, and 
of the feveral ftates, as the /upreme 
law of the land, to wit: * That 
the government of the United States 
of America, is not in any Jenfe foun- 
ded onthe Chriftian Religion ?” 

Finally, fellow citizens, fhall im- 

fous men be regarded, who, affum- 
ing the garb of religion, profaning 
the facred defk, and blafphemoufly 
perverting the dofrines of the Holy 
Jefus, attempt to perfuade you that 
Mr. Jefferfon is an enemy to his 
God, to religion, and his country, 
for uttering a wiflt, which the prefi- 
dents Wafhington and Adams, have, 
by their public a&s, folemnly con 
firmed and fanétioned? A wifh, fuf- 
ficiently evincive of Mr. Jeffer« 
fon’s wife and pious regard to the 
happinefs of man, and the interefts 
of true religion. 

A Member of the Preteftant Epi/- 

copal Church, not by law eftam 
blifhed, 
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Mr. JEFFERSON. 


or 


A Pamphlet has recently appeared 
in Philadelphia, entitled, ‘* An 
Addre/s to the People of the Unt- 
ted States, with an epitome and 
vindication of the public life and 
charafler of THOMAS FEF- 
FERSON.—~This pamphlet is 
writien with every evidence ef 
conviction, and witha candor & 
plainnefs, that forms a very con- 
{picuous centraft with the ftyle 
and reforts of writings to which it 
is oppofed. After anfwering in 
an irrefutable manner every ob- 
jeGtion worth notice, which has 
been made to the moral, religious, 
or political charafter of Mr. Jef- 
ferfon, he concludes as follows— 
with a very ufeful outline of Mr. 
Jelterfon’s hiftory. The author 
it appears, was an oflicer during 
the revolution, and was an eye- 
witnefs of the movements of the 
enemy,’ during the memorable 
tranfaftions in Virginia. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 


Was born in the year 1743, in 
the county of Albemarle, in Virgi- 
nia, where he now refides. His fa- 
ther was a reputable land-holder of 
that county, and gave this, his eldeft 
fon, a college education at the uni- 
verfity of William and Mary, in the 
city of Williamfburg. After pafs- 
ing his degrees, being defigned for 
the bar, Mr, Jetferfon commenced a 
fiudent at law, under the guidance 
of George Wythe, now the venera- 
ble judge, and fole chancellor of 
Virginia. 

In 1766, Mr. Jefferfon came to 
the bar of the fupreme court of his 


native flate, and continued to practife: # 


therein with great fuccefs and repu. 


tation, until the commencement of § 


the American revolution in 1775, 


and the confequent occlufion of the — 


courts of juflice ; during this period 
of attive pra€tice, the induftrious 
mind of Jefferfon found time to di 
geft the firft volume of reports of ad- 
judged cafes inthe fupreme courts of 
Virginia, which were ever exhibited 
in that flate, and to this day, are ad- 
mitted authority in thofe courts, res 
maining a monument of his early las 
bors, and ufeful talents. 

In 1774, when all America were 
roufed into a€tion by the aggravated 
wrongs of the Britifh government, 


My. Jefferfon flepped forward a bold 
and able champion of his country’s 


rights, and publifhed his much ad« 
mired pamphlet, “Summary View 
of the Rights of Britifh America,” 
addreffed to the king, which brought 
forward againftthe author, threats 
of profecution for treafon, by lord 
Dunmore, then governor of Virgis 
nia ; threats which produced no o- 
ther effeét on the independent mind 
of Jefferfon, than publicly to avow 
himfelt the author, prepared to meet 
all confequences. 


About this time Mr. Jefferfon 
married the daughter of Mr. Wayles 
an eminent counfellor at law, and 
continued to enjoy uninterrupted 
domeltic felicity in the fociety of one 
of the moft amiable women, until the 
year 1780, when by her death, he 
became the mourner of her virtues, 
and the guardian of their two daugh- 
ters, and furviving iflue, to whofe e- 
ducation and fettlement ig life, and 














“the fervice of his country, he has e- 


ver fince, faithfully devoted himfelf, 


ia fill remaining a widower, 
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~@ waselected a member of the Virgi- 
‘# niaconvention, and on the 4th of 
4s Augutt inthe fame year, one of the 

_ members to reprefent the ftate, then 


colony of Virginia, in Congrefs, 
In that memorable year, 1776, the 


® natal year of American emancipation 
® from Britifh tyranny, and of the in- 
dependence and fovereignty of the 


United States, Mr. Jefferfon was one 
of a committee of five, to wit, Tho- 
mas Jefferfon, John Adams, Benja- 
min Franklin, Roger Sherman, and 
R, R. Livingfton; appointed to 
draft the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence ; and it was from the pen, & 
enlightened mind of Jefferfon, firft 
pamed of the committee, that that 
glorious inftrument proceeded, which 
was reported by the committee, and 
unanimoufly adopted by congrefs, 
entitled ** The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, 8c." An _ inftrument, 
which, fo long as the records of 
time fhall endure, will perpe:uate the 
fame of its author, and preferve in 
the American mind, forever and in- 
feparable, the names of Indepen- 


B dence and Fefferfon. 


In the fame year, 1776, the are 
dent mind of Jefferfon, eagerly pur- 
fuing the glorious principles of tke 
tevolution, and forefeeing that fo 
long as the corruptions of Britith 
fyftems exifted, we were independent 
in name, not in faft, produced, for 
the adoption of the legiflature of his 
bative ftate, the four following im- 
portant aéts, to wit : 

iff, An a& for eftablifhing religi- 
ous freeedom, publithed in this e{fay. 

2. An a& to regulate defcents, to 
prevent eftates entail, and the rights 
of primogeniture. 

3. An a€t for the apportionment 
of crimes and punifhmeuts. 
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4. An a& to eftablifh public 
{chools, 

The influence of thefe afts upon 
the relative principles they embrace 
will be univerfally feen, and felt by 
thofe who prize civil liberty, asa 
primary blefling, and regard the 
prefervation of it, as among the firft 
behefts of God to man; whilft fyf- 
tems of univerfal toleration in mat- 
ters of religion ; for an equal diftri- 
bution of property, and in fubver- 
fion of the ariftocratic and unnatural 
principle of entail and primogeniture 
right: for ameliorating the fangui- 
nary code of criminal law ; and for 
extending to the pooreit clafs of our 
citivens, the benefit of education at 
the public expenfe, will be viewed 
as the emanations of a great & good 
mind, zealoufly endeavoring to pro~ 
mote the happinefs, and improve the 
condition of his fellow-beings, 

Equally evincive of watchful re- 
gard tothe rights of his countrymen, 
was the {cheme and fuggellion made 
by Mi. Jefferfon, forthe formation 
and adoption of the conflitution of 
Virginia, in the fame year, for pre 
fixing thereto “‘ A Bill of Rights, 


declaratory of the natural and una~ | 


> which was 


lienable rights of man,’ 
accordingly done. 

In the year 1778, Mr. Jefferfon 
being then amember of the Virgi- 
nia legiflature, prefented to that bo- 
dy the a& ** to prevent the importa- 
tion of flaves,’’ which was enacted 
into a law in the month of O&ober, 
in the fame year, and was fhortl y af- 
ter followed by another a& ¢* toaus 
thorife manumiffions,’’ bein the 
commencement of a fyftem ecaak 
al emancipation, alfo propofed by 
him. 

In the year 17479, Mr. Jeflerfon, 
at the age of 36, was chofen gover 
nor of Virginia, and continued in 
that office until June, 1781; during 
which time the flate experienced 
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three invafions, and was alfo bro’t 
into acritical ftate of collifion ref- 
pefting its boundary lines with two 
neigbboring flates, North-Carolina 
and Pennfylvania. His conduct in 
that ftation, amidft the jarring con- 
fli&s and trying difficuities of foreign 
invafion and domeflic difquietude, 
was fuch, as fecured to him, fix 
months after he left the office, and 
upon the fulleft public enquiry, the 
unanimous vote of thanks of the le- 
giflature, confilling of 180 members, 
«¢ for his attentive adminiftration of 
the powers of the executive, whilft 
in office. 

Ic was during the fame year, 1481, 
amidft the cares of government and 
{cenes of private affliction, that Mr. 
Jefferfon prepared his celebrated 
work, afterwards publifhed in France 
and which he modeftly flyled, ‘ Notes 
on Virginia.’ In this work, fo juli- 
by admired by all the learned world, 
for its philofephical refearch, inge- 
nious theory, ard able difguifition, 
equally evidencing an enlarged, libe- 
ral, and pious mind ; the author, i 
a fuperior ftyle of eloquence, boldly 
attacks, and fully refutes the fallaci- 
ous theornes of Mr. Buffon and the 
Abbe Raynal, which tend to difpa- 
rage the animal and its {pecies, both 
man and beaft, of the American 
world, and reduce them to a feale 
{mailer than thofe of Europe ; vin- 
dicating with truth and intelligence, 
the equal diflribution of nature’s 
bleflings to America. 

In the year 1783, Mr. Jefferfon 
was again appointed to a feat in con- 
grefs from his native flate, and in 
the following year, on the 4th of 
May, was nominated by that ho- 
norable body minifler plenipotenti- 
ary of the United States to the court 
of France, as the fucceffor of our 
illuftrious Franklin, whither he 
embarked early in the fame year, 
and remained abfent from the Uni- 
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Shall be abolifhed ;”” 


ted States in the execution of the # 
duties of that important truft, ug, 
til the month of O€tober, 178 @ 
when he returned home by permit @ 
fion of the then prefident Wathing. @ 
ton, who, upon being elected to & 
chief magiflracy of the federal gp. 
vernment, immediately dettined Me 
Jefferfon to fill the next moft hono. 
rable and confidential flation in the 
executive government near his owa 
perfon. 

During his miflion to FrancesMy 
Jefferfon with that peculiar addrefs, | 
intelligence and attention to pro 
mote the effential interefls of the 
United States, which direéts all his 
condu&t. obtained from the French 
king an arrete, highly beneficial to 
the American commerce, for th 
free admiflion, exempt from the 
cuflomary foreign duties, of oil, fh 
and whalebone, the produ€t of the 
American fifheries, into certain 
ports, and for the fale of American 
built fhips in all the ports of France, 
benefits, which our eaftern brethrea 
continued toreap the peculiar ade 
vantage of until the commenement 
of the revolutionary convulfions 
which have agitated that nation. 

About the fame period alfo, Mn 
Jefferfon, in conjun&tion with out 
immortal Franklin, negociated with, 
a minifter from thecourt of Pruffia, 
then at the Hague, that celebrated 
treaty known by the name of the 
* Prufian Freaty,” in which an 
aflonifhed world has, for the firk 
time, feen a public avowal and po 
fitive provifion by treaty, between 
two fovereign and independent na 
tions, for the efablifhment of tho 
two great and glorious principles, 
promotive of univerfal peace and 
happinefs, to wit, 1ff. ** That free 
frips fhall make free goods ; and ad 
‘6 That privateering tn time of wat 
rinciples which 


it were to be withed could be rei 
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brated treaty. 


© dered univerfal and eternal.—Mr. 


Adams, now Prefident of the United 


‘States, was one of the commifhon 


for negoc:ating this treaty, and on 


- jts completion it was fent over to 
London, 


where Mr. Adams then 
refided as minifler of the United 


 $iates, for his fignature. It is yreat- 
Jy to be regretted that Mr. Adams 


could not be content to retain to 
himfelf a fhare of the glory which 
reflefis on the authors of this cele- 
But, unhappily for 
our country, fince he became pre- 
fident of the United States, we have 
feen him nominate his fon Jobn 


Quince y Adams, as minifler to the 
- court of Pruffa, for the exprefs pur- 


pofe, as declared, of renewing the 
treaty with that nation, which hav- 
ing been limited to continue in force 
for ten years only, had expired. 
Accordingly ancther treaty has 
been made by his fon with Prufha, 
which has been approved by a ma- 
jority of the fenate and ratified by 
the prefident, but which inflead of 
renewing and continuing the old 
treaty, 1s in itfelf, a new one, ex- 
prefsly abandoning and renouncing 
the two ineflimsble principle, if. 
That free fhips make free goods ;” 
and ed. “ that privatcering in time 
of war be abolifhed; principles 
which, it appears from the ¢orref- 
pondence accompanying the nego- 
ciation, laid before the fenate.of the 
United States by the Prefident, the 
wife and enlightened minifters of 
the Pruffian monarch, were bro’t 
with great difficulty and reiuftance 
to abandon on the earneft folicita- 
tion and reiterated demand of the 
American negociator, under the 
fuggeflion that the maritime pow- 
ers, particularly G. Britain, would 
never fanétion or permit them, 

In the year 1789, Mr. Jefferfon 
being returned to the United States 


and appointed by Prefident Wath- 


THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
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ington, fecretary to the department 
of ftate, immediately entered on the 
arduous duties of that important 
flation, having previoufly flipulated 
with the Prefident, that in confide- 
ration of the many years abfence 
from his family and eftate, he might 
be permitted, at the expiration of 
the conflitutional term for which 
the Prefident was eleéied, to retire 
from public fervice. 

The firft refult of the labors of 
Mr. Jefferfon in the department of 
flate, were exhibited to congrefs in 
the following reports, to wit: 

ift. A report on the fifheries of 
the U. States. 

od. A report on coins, weights 
and meafures. 

3d. A report on the wafle and 
unappropriated lands of the United 
States. 

4th. A report on the privileges 
and refriftions on the commerce 
of the U. States in foreign coun- 
tries, 

Each of thefe reports difplay the 
ufual accuracy, information, and 
intelligence of the writer. 

Butit was referved for amore criti- 
cal and delicate period in the affairs 
of the United States, that the pre— 
eminent talents of the American fe- 
cretary fhould become molt confpi- 
cuous, and intereflingly ufeful to his 
@ountry : the non-execution of ihe 
treaty of peace with the U. States 
en the part of Great-Britain ; her 
detention of our Weflern Polls, and 
the attendant fpoliations on our com- 
merce, both by Great Britain and 
France, then at war with each other, 
added to the intriyues of the minis« 
ter of the latter, Genet, all conduced 
toa fituation difficult and perplex. 
ing. Befides which, Spain continu- 
ed to withhold from us thefree navi- 
gation of ihe Miffiflippi, fo effential 
to all Weflern America. In this 
fate of things, the jult confidence 
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which the difcriminating mind of 
Wathington had repofed in Mr, Jef- 
ferfon, was amply repaid, by that 
promptnefs, geal and ability with 
which the American fecretary, con- 
tributed by his labours, to relieve the 
executive from  embarraflment.— 
Through a feries of mafterly and un- 
equalled diplomatique correfpond- 
ence, which he maintained, at the 
fame time, with the refpeive minif- 
ters of Gieat Britain and France 
namely, Hammond and Genet; he 
traveried and rebutted their refpect- 
ive caufes of charge and complaint 
againft the United States, and having 
fully proved the various aggreflions 
and infractions of treaty on the part 
of their refpective governments, 
pointed to the means for preferving 
the honor and maintaining the rights 
of his own country, whilft alike fu- 
perior to the intrigues of Great-Bri- 
tam or of France, he fully manifeft- 
ed that he heid no particular attach- 
ment to any foreign nation, but was 
equally prepared, with the decifion, 
firmnefs and intelligence, of a true 
American, to oppofe and refift the 
agereflions of all, The recall of 
Genet, and the appointment of his 
fucceffor, with the fubfequent pro- 
ceedings between the United States 
and France, the appointment of Mr, 
Jay, his treaty with Great Britain, 
and the recall of Mr. Hammond, 
appointment of Mr. Lifton, and 
fubfequent proceedings with Great- 
Britain are all well known, In re- 
{peét to Spain, the labours of Mr. 
Jefferfon were more immediately ef- 
feétive and complete. Having pof- 
felled the Commiffioners of the U. 
States then at Madrid, negociating 
atreaty with the Court of Spain, 
with the mo ample and pointed in- 
fiructions, and of the form and pro- 
vifions of a treaty, predicated on the 
bafis of the free navigation of the 
Mitliflippi,it only remained for Mr. 


(930) CHARACTER OF THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


Thomas Pinckney, then Minifter : 


from the United States at London, 
under f{pecial inftru&ion from. the 
Prefident, and appointed envoy for 
that purpofe, to repair to Madrid, & 


feizing the favourable obje& for ef. | 
felting it, to accomplifh this defira. 
ble work, ‘This was accordingly. 
done, with equal promptnefs and 
decifion on his part, and jointly to 


that, and the labours of the American 
fecretary in the cabinet, are the U, 
States indebted for the moft liberal, 
honorable, and beneficial treaty they 
have ever yet entered into witha 


foreign nation. Here the review of — 


the public lite and labours of Mr, 
Jefferfon ceafes. 

About this time, having at the 
prefling entreaty of the then Prefi- 
dent Wathington, remained one year 
longer at the head of the department 
of ftate, than he had before ftipulat- 
ed todo, he refigned his office, and 
retired with the warmeft thanks and 
regret of the Prefident, Wafhington, 
to his eftate at Monticello, in Albe- 
marle county,’ Virginia, where he 
continued for upwards of two years 
uninterruptedly to enjoy the fweets 
of domeftic eafe, and a refpite from 
the fatigues of public life, follow- 
ing with avidity his favorite purfuits 
of philofophical refearch and agri- 
cul:ural improvement, until the voiee 
of his country again fummoned him 
to the more active fcenes of public 
duty, & placed himin nomination for 
the prefidential chair, asthe fucceffor 
of Wafbington. The iffue of that 
eleftion is well known, and but for 
a falfe return in one ftate, and the 
fuppreflion of a return in another, 
Mr. Jefferfon would have been de- 
clared Prefident, as the returns how - 
ever flond before Congrefs,it appear- 
ed that he had 68 votes, and the lat- 
ter 71, confequently the latter was 
declared Prefident, and the former 
Vice-Prefident of the U. States. 
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Inthe month of January, 1797, 
Mr, Jefferfon was ele¢ted Prefident 


of the American Philofophical So- 


ciety, held at Philadelphia, as fuc— 
cellor of the great and virtuous Rit- 
tenhoufe, who was the immediate 
fucceflor of the immortal Franklin, 
the founder of the fociety. 


And now, for the fecond time, the 
voice of his country has placed Mr. 


POETRY. 
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Jefferfon in nomination for the Page 
SIDENTIAL CHAIR. 


Such, Fellow-Citizens is the 
TRUE and rReAt character of 
THOMAS JEFFERSON, unaid- 
ed. by artificial colouring, or the 
falfe varnifh of deceptive flattery, 


AMFRICANDS., 
Pennfyloania, July, 1800. 


ee 


THe DAY-STAR or LIBERTY. 
Tune—* General Wolfe,” 


O°ER the vine-cover’d hills & gay 
regions of France, 
See the day-ftar of liberty rife ; 
O’er clouds of detraftion, unwearied 
advance, 
And hold its new courfe thro’ the 
{kies. 
An effulgence fo mild, with a luftre 
fo bright, 
All Europe with wonder furveys ; 
And from defarts of darknefs, and 
dungeons of night, 
Contends for a fhare of the blaze, 


Let Burke, like a bat, from its fplen- 
dor retire, 
A fplendor—too flrong for his 


eyes ; 


Let pedants and fools his effufions 
_ admire, 
Entrap’t in his cob-webs, like 
flies : 


| Shall phrenzy, and fophiftry, hope 


to prevail, 

Where reafon oppofes her weight. 
When the welfare of millions is hung 
in the {cale, 

And the ballance yet trembles with 
fate ? 


Ab! who ’midft the horrors of night 
would abide, 


That can tale the pure breezes 
of morn ; 
Or who, that hasdrank of the chryf- 
talline tide, 
To the feculent flood would re- 
turn P 
When the bofom of beauty, the 
throbbing heart meets, 
Ah! who can the tranfport de- 


cline? 
Or who, that has tafled of I:berty’s 
{weets, 
The prize, but with life, would 
refign ? 


But ‘tis o’er high heaven the decifioa 
approves— — 
Oppreflion has flruggled in vain ; 
To the hell, the has form’d, fuperiti- 
tion removes ; 
And tyranny bites his own chain. 
In the records of time, a new @ra 
unfolds, 
All nature exults in its birth: 
His creation, benign, the Creator 
bebolds, 
And gives anew charter to earth, 


O catch its high import, ye winds 
as ye blow! 
O bear it, ye waves, as ye roll ! 











Ste RE 
— 


ere - 
ot Af 
‘ ’ 
: : 
» a : 
4 
{ . 
2 
: oe 
; . + 
: 
i 
: 
i 
2h 
ny 2 
‘et 
' 
> 


ati (232) | SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS. 
ce Beh : ae f 
y i Vi From regions*that feel the fun’s ver- Peace and friendfhip, its precepts ¢ 
aa 1 i] tical ylow, impart : 
pil & To the fartheft extremes of the And wherever the footfleps of may. § | 
Ha u ‘tee fhall be found, ( 
Wi oo Equal laws—equal rights—to the May he bind the decree on his ] 
ai) a nations around, heart. i 
I 
' 
j ake | OO) 
: | | Serious Consiverations, ! 
WHY 
‘Al JOHN.ADAMS SHOULD NOT BE ELECTED PRESIDENT, i 
A" — ! 
| Addreffed to the CITIZENS of the United States. 
FELLOW-CITIZENS !— 


i 
2 
; 

s 
ti 
4 
y 
t 
| 


i i _ THE caufe of your revolution is moft fully and ably fet forth in your i 
| Declaration of Independence, by that flatefman and patriot, Thomas Jefs 
| ferfon. The grievances there flated, gave rife to that generous effort of the 


American people, to fhake off that yoke of oppreffion, and redrefs thofe ' 
wrongs, which neither petitions nor remonflrances could effeét. 

Reflefting ferioufly upon the ftate of this country, at the commencement . 
of that period, and contrafling it with the prefent, I was ftruck fo forcibly, ! 
as led me to exclaim, ‘* Surely, the American people were unworthy of ? 
that freedom, with which Providence bleffed the fuccefs of their arms !” . 

j Perhaps you will be aftonifhed at a refleftion fo fevere; but fhould the . 
4 


itatement which I intend to lay before you, carry the fame conviétion to 
you, no doubt you will alfo exclaim ’Tis true, we were unworthy of the 
freedom we enjoyed; and Providence, as a punifhment, has permitted us to 
be the means of robbing ourfelves of thofe very bleflings we fought and 
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bled to enjoy ! : 
The following are the eight and twenty charges exhibited againft the Bri- 3 
; tihh Tyrant, in your Declaration of Independence, as the caufe of your re- , 
volution ; and over againft each, I will contraft the prefent flare of yout 
affairs, Judge then, for yourfelves, who ought to be your Prefident, P 
ADAMS or JEFFERSON, n 
Fa ft. ** He has refufed his affent aft. Affent has been refufed to h 
to laws the moft wholefome and ne- laws the moft wholefome and necef- d 


ee {Jary for the public good.’ fary for the public good, becaufe 
they had originated by the republi« 
can party : thusfacrificing the pubs 
lie good to party intrigue and anie 
mofity. 


BAS wets < 
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2d. ‘* He has forbidden his go- 
vernors to pafs laws of immediate 
and prefliny importance, unlefs fuf- 
ar pended in their operationtill his af- 
fent fhould be obtained ; and when 
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fo fufpended, he has utterly neglea- 


ed tu attend to them.”’ 

** He has refufed to pafs 
laws for the accommodation of large 
diftri&s of people, unlefsthole peo- 
ple would relinquith the right of re- 
prefentation in the legiflature ; a 
right inellimable to them, and for- 
midable totyran's only.” | 

4th. ‘* He has called together 
legillative bodies at places unufual, 
uncomfortable, and diftant from the 
depofitary of their public records, 
for the fole ufe of fatiguing them 
into a compliance with his mea- 
fures.”’ 

5th, “ He has diffolved repre- 
fentative houfes repeatedly, for op- 
pofing with manly firmnefs his inva- 
lions on the rights of the people.” 

6th. *‘ He has refufed for along 
time after fuch diffolutions, to caufe 
others to be elected; whereby the les 
giflative powers, incapable of anni- 
hilation, have returned to the people 
at large for their exercife; the ftate 
remaining in the mean time expofed 
toall the danger of invafion from 
without, and convulfions within,’”’ . 

ath, ** He has endeavored to 
_— the population of, thefe 

ates; for that purpofe obflruciin 
the laws for the naturalization of fo- 
reigners ; refufing topafs others. to 
encourage their migrations. hither, ; 
and railing the conditions of new ap- 
propriations of lands,” 

Sth, “ He has obftruéted the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, by refulin 
his affeat to laws for eftablifhing ju. 
diciary powers,” 


No. 7, D 


SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS, 


6th. This, and the four preceding , 


charges, are fo well guaranteed by, 
and fo directiy oppolite 4o,the very 
eflence of our government and flate 
conititutions, that we may reff fatis- 
fied they will be the very lait to be 
imitated. 


‘4th. The population of thefe fates 
has been endeavored to be prevente 
ed; for that purpofe, the laws of na- 
turalization of foreigners haye been 
altered, and others paffed, which 
prevents the full operation, of fome 
ftate laws, purpofely made to invite 
emigrants lilther. 

8th. The adminiftration of jullice 
has been obfirugted by judge C hafe’s 
declaring ONE MAN above. the 
laws; and by refufing citizens fuf- 
ficiene time to procure the attendance 
of diftant, but neceflary .witnelles, 
The fame man, who now is reward~ 


‘ ed by one of the firfl offices im ‘the 


gift of the executive, wastried before 
Congrefs for revealing (to hispartrer 
in trade) a fecret,on whichthe fate of 
cur revolution at that Usme, much de- 
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oth. “ He has made judges de- 
pendent on his will alone for the te- 
nure of their offices, and the amount 
and payment of their falaries.”’ 


toth. * Hehasere@teda muliti- 
tude of new offices, and fent hither 
{warms of officers, to harrafs our 
people, and eat out their fub- 
flance.”’ 


mith, ‘* He has kept flanding 
armies among us intimes of peace, 
without the confent of our legifla- 
tures.’’ 

12th, ** He has affefted to rene 
der the military independent of, and 
fuperior to the civil power.” 


13th. ‘* He has combined with 
others to fubjeA us to a jumfdiion 
foreign to our conflitution, and uns 
acknowledged by our laws; giving 
his affent to their pretended legifla- 
tion.” 

14th, ‘* For quartering large 
bodies of armed troops among us.” 


a5th. ‘* For protecting them by 
amock trial, from punifhment, for 
any murders which they fhould come 
mit on the inhabitants of  thefe 
flates,”” 


16th. ‘* Forcutting off our trade 
with all other parts of the world.” 


mth. ‘* For impofing taxes on 
us without our confent,’’ 


pended ; and by which he acquired 

part of the wealch he now enjoys, 
gth. Your judges are dependant 

on the will of the prefident alone for 


the tenure of theirgffices; whereby, 


in flate profecutions, corrupt. and 


partial judges are fwayed to fide. 


with thofe from whom they hold their 
offices, 

1oth. You have likewife had a 
nultitude of new offices erefted, from 
Philadelphia to Conftantinople. You 
have had fwarms of officers; fome 
haveharraffed our ciizens, and all 
have éaten of their fubftance. 

11th. You have had a provifion« 
al, if not a ftanding army, among 
you, in times of peace. 


12th. Some of yout military, have 
affeticd to render themfelves inde- 
pendent of, and fuperior to the civil 
power. 

igth. You have men now amon 
vou, combining with others, to fub- 
je& you toa jurifdiétion, foreign to 
the {pirit and intent of your confti- 
tution, and unacknowledyed by our 
laws. 

14th. You have had bodies of are 
méd men, quartered among you, in 
moft towns of the Union, 

15:h. They have been protetted 
from being arrefted for debt to a cer- 
tain amount, without any trial what- 
ever; whereby, the idle and prof- 
ligate, were encouraged to defraud 
the induftrious citizen of his juft 
due. ) 

16th. Your trade has been, and 
fill is cut off from a great part of 
the world; and is cut off in the re- 
mainder, to this day. 

i7th. You have taxes levied upon 
you, with confent of your legifla- 
ture ; but far exceeding the firict e- 
conomy of Republican government ; 
and far exceeding thofe which you 
declared a crime in the Britifh ty- 
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38th. For depriving us in ma- 
ny cafes, of the benefit of trial by 
jury.” 


é 


19th. For tran{porting us be- 
yond feas tu be tried for pretended 
offences.” 


eoth. ‘** For abolifhing the free 
fyfiem of Englifh laws ina neighbo- 
ring province, eflablifhing therein an 
arbitrary government, and enlarge 
ing its boundaries, fo as to render it 
at once an example, and fit inftru- 
ment for introducing the fame abio— 
lute rule into thefe colonies,” 

aut, ‘* For taking away our 
charters, abolifhing our moft valua—. 
ble laws, and altering fundamentally 
the forms of our government,” 


sod. ‘** For fufpending our own 
legiflatures, and declaring himfelf 
invefled with power to legiflate for 
us in all cafes whatfoever.”’ 

egd. ‘ He has abdicated go- 
vernment here, by declaring us out 
ofhis protection, and waging war 
againit us,’”’ 


24th. He has plundered our 
feas, ravaged our coalls, burned our 
towns, and deilroyed the lives of our 
people.” 
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18th. Aliens, invited among you 
by exiiling laws, were, by the late 
alien bill, expofed to the daager of 
being tran{ported without tial by 
jury.. 
igth. Jonathan Robins, declared 
and believed, to, be a citizen of the 
United States, has been tranfported 
beyond feas, there tricd and executed 
for pretended offences, 
zoth. A fyftem of Englith com- 
mon law and precedents bas been en- 
deavored to be introduced in a peizh- 
boring ftate, e!}ablifhins therein an 
arbitrary decifion, fo as to render it 
at once a fit inftrument and example 
for introducing the fame abfolute 
rule into. the reft of thefe ftates. 
2ult. If youhave not been depri- 
ved of your charters, yet fome of 
your moft valuable rights and pri- 
vileges have either been violated or 
{ufpended, and altho’ the fundamen- 
tal forms of our governments cannot 
well be altered, yet has our funda- 
mental conftity.ion been mott itrange- 
ly perverted, toanfwer party pur- 
ofes, You have the evidence of 
John Adams, your prefidcn: “that 
there is a flrong party in this coun- 
try, devoted to the views and de- 
figns of Britain: And that yon can 
never be happy, unlefs your chief 
mayiftrate is Aereditary.’? 
aed. This cannot take place be. 
fore you. are WAPPY; or, as Mr, 
Adams fays, until we have an here- 
ditary prefident. 
oad. Has not a perfecuting war 
been waged againft all the Repubii- 
can Printers in the United States, as 
though they were out of the pro- 
tection of government ? Has not an 
exterminating war (as it were) been 
carried on againfi them with the molt 
{eitled and inveterate hatred ? 
24th. Are not your feas ravaged 
at this very moment ?-——Nay! in 
fome.inflances, your fhores and ri- 
vers have no: efcaped plunder 5 end 
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esth. °** He is, at this time, tran- 
{porting large armies of foreign’ mer- 
cenaries, to complete the works of 
death, defolation, and tyranny, al- 
ready begun with circumflances of 
cruclty and perfidy, fearcely  parat- 
leled in the molt birbarous ages, & 
totally unworthy the head of a civi- 
lized nation ” 

2th. ‘* He has confrained our 
fellow-citizens, taken ¢ ptives onthe 
high feas, to bear arms 2gain‘t their 
country, to become the executioners 
of their friends and brethron, or to 
fall themfelves by their hands.” 


27th. ‘* He has excited domeftic 
infurreétions amonft us, and has en- 
deavored to bring on the inhabitants 
of our trontiers, the mercilefs Indi 
an favages, whofe known rule of 
warfare is, an indifcriminate deitruc- 
tion of all ages, fexes, ane conditi- 


be 


ons. 


28th. ‘* In every ftage of thefe 
oppreflions, we have petitioned for 
redrefs in the moft humble terms : 
our repeated petitions have been an- 
iwered only by repeated injury. A 
prince, whofe charaéter is thus mark- 
ed by every a€t which may define a 
tyrant, is unhitto be the ruler of a 
free people.” 


SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS, 


‘who will fay, how many (who have 


been preffed) of your countrymen 
have fallen viéiims to the cruel treate 
ment they have received. 

25th, Who will deny that he has 
tran{ported bands of emiffartes here, 
to complete the works of deception 
and intrigue ; which, in the end, 
would lead to the works of death, de- 
{olation, and tyranny ? 


26th. You have fuffered your fel. 
low-citizens, taken captives on the 
high feas, bythe Britifh tyrant, to 
be conftrsined to bear arms again 
their friends, and become their ex- 
ecu ioners, or fall themfeives by their 
hands. 

27th. He has excited domeftic in- 
furreGtion among us, in the affair of 
Blount. He has brought on the in- 
habitants of our frontiers, the mercis 
lefs Indian f{ vages,in fome inftan- 
ces commanded by as inhumau Brie 
tifh flaves, whofe known rule of ware 
fare is, an indifcriminate deftrudtion 
of all ages, fexes, and conditions. 


28th, In many inftances you have 
petitioned for a repeal of fundry 
laws, which you deemed to be ob- 
noxieus to the American people, & 
contrary to the {pirit and intent of 
our confti ution; yet your repeated 
petitions have been anfwered only 
by repeated neglett, 





Thus, my fellow-citizens, in the 
firlt column you perceive your fitu- 
ation atthe commencement of your 
revolution 3 and at the conclufion of 
which, you found yourfelves freed 
from every grievance therein com- 
plained of. In the fecond ¢olumn, 
you perceive your prefent fituation 
contratted with the former—the dif. 
ference clas ! is but too {mall, 

You will naturally enquire, How 


came we in our prefent fituation ?— 
and, ** What mult we do to be fave 
ed ?” To the firft, you will find an 
anfwer when vou are told; yeu 
know not the value of the bleflings 
you enjoyed, or you would net have 
been f> long inattentive tothe con- 
dué of fome of your fervants, whofe 
ambitjous defigns prompted them to 
improve the favorable opportunity 
your negligence afforded them of ad- 
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yancing their own views; and to 
the latter, ibis will fuffice—To ef- 
fect a change of meafures, a change 
of men is neceflary, And, 


_ Unlefs the CHANGE doth foan 
take place, 
The CROWN from CAP will win 
the race. 





VIEWS 


OF THE 


Public Debt, Receipts and Expenditures of the United 
States, By dlbert Gallatin. 





PUBLIC DEBT. 


THE Secretary of the Treafury, 
in a letier to the commiitee of ways 
and means, dated 22d January,1800, 

ave it as his opinion, that “ the 
principal of the debt of the United 
States had increafed, fince the ella~ 
bhifhment of the prefent yovernment, 
the fum of dols. 1,516,338 50. A 
committee of the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives, appointed on the eoth of 
March following, ‘‘ to examine the 
accounts of the United States, rela- 
ting to the public debt, and to report 
the amount refpeétively incurred & 
extinguifhed, and generally fuch 
fats ag relate to the increafe or dimi- 
Bution of the fame, fince the efla- 
blithment of the government of the 
Unired States under the prefent con- 
Ritution,” reported on the 8th May, 
aoumber of ftatements furnifhed by 
the treafury department, and as the 
telult drawn by them from thofe 
flatements, that the public debt, in- 
lead of having tncreafed one million 
and a half as fated by the fecretary 
ofthe treafury, or to a larger a~ 
Gount, ashad been fuggelled, was, 


on the aft January, 1800, diminifhe 
ed, bya fum 14,092,841 dollars “and 
48 cents, 1f coniralted with the debt 
ow the ft January 1790, and bya 
{um of 3,972,878 dollars and 66 
cents, if compared with the debt of 
iit January 1791, ‘The report was 
printed by order of the Houfe, but 
never acted upon; nor any occafion 
offered, during the remainder of the 
feffion to inveftigate its principles, 
The different refults exhibited by 
the Secretary in January,and by the 
committee in May, at once fhows 
that the fubje& may be confidered in 
different views, and embraces not on- 
ly matters of faét, but queflions of 
opinion. Whether the view taken 
by the committee is correct or not, 
is nota queltion, to be decided by 
faéts only, but by reafoning ; and 
their report, not being confined, as 
feems, to have been intended by the 
Houfe, to matters of fact, mult be 
confidered only as the opinion of a 
few individuals, and gives no further 
weight to that opinion, than can be 
derived from the correttnefs of the 
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reafoning on which it is grounded, It> 


is intendedyin thiseflay, to examine 
fome of the fa&s contained in the trea- 
fury flatements,to difcuis the grounds 
of the opinion of the committee, and 
to add fo sme general obfervations oR 
the finanical operations of the go- 
vernment of the United States. 
The ibort time that the writer can 
bellow on the inveltigation is no a= 
porrey for any thing contained in it, 

at will account for any omiflion. 
Whenever fuch omiflion occurs, the 
faéts and opinions of the fiatements 
and report are omitted as correét. 

The progrefs or diminution of the 
public debt, during any given _reri- 
od, may be ftat a in two different 
ways, which conititute two different 
views of the fubjet. 

The amount of the debt, as it 

did really exift, at the beginning and 
end of the peciod, may be fimply 
ftared without m2 king any deduc- 
tions refulting from collateral conli- 
derations ; and the difference be- 
«ween the two amounts will fhow 
what may be called the nominal in- 
creafe or diminution of debt during 
the period, 

ed, From the nominal or appa. 
rent amount of debt, thus exifting at 
the beginning and end of the period, 
may be refpectively dedufled the a- 
mount of funds actually polfefied at 
thofe two ditlcrent umes by goveru- 
mentand applicable to the ‘reduétion 
of the debt ; and the refule will give 
a more general comparative view of 
the finanical fituation of government 
than can perhaps | be derived from the 
infulaiced confideration of the a- 
mount of public debt, 

The firii way is that which has been 
univerially adopted in other countries 
in flatements of thatkind. When 
the amount of the public debt of 
Great Deitain is flated, the nominal 
amount i3 al given, without 
making any deductions on account of 


Wavs 


any funds or refources which mi ght 
be applied to the payment of (om 
part of it. ‘Thofe funds being per. 
petually diable to be diverted to other 
purpofes, no deduéttion is fuppofed 
to be allowable, until after the money 
has aftually been applied to the re~ 
duétion of the debt. Yet it is cer. 
tainly proper, in order ta have a 
full and comprehenfive view of the 
fubje&t, to flate the account both 
ways. If an adminiftration _ fhall 
have contraéted during a certain pe~ 
riod, a debt of one million of dol- 
lars, but fhall leave in the treafury 
One million of dollars more than 
was init 
the period, and that million not 
charged with any incumbrance, nor 
requifite todefray any authorifed ex- 
pence, it cannot be denied, that, 
notwithfanding the nominal increafe 
of debr, the finanical fitwataion of 
the country ig not changed, It is, 
neverstheleds, evident, that this laf 
mode is more uncertain and more li- 
able ta induce in error, on account 
of the difficulty of afcertaining wih 
precifion, what are the funds or te- 
fources actually poflefled by govern- 
ment and itriétly applicable to the 
redufiion of the debr. 

The flatements furnifhed to the 
committee of the treafury depart- 
ment are intended to give the amount 
of debt as it really did exift on the 
tlt days of January 1790, 1791, & 
1800, and their refult {hows fimply 
the nominal difference of debt on 
thofe re{pective days with only one 
exception, The fhares owned by 
government in the Bank of the Unie 
ied States are dedutted from the no- 
minal amount of debt on the ft Jae 
nuary 1800; and the deduction 
feems proper, even on the principle 
of {tating that nominal amount, be- 
caule thofe fhares yield to govern- 
ment annual dividends, which are 


a proper offset againft an equal a 


at the commencement of 
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mount of the intereft paid on the intended to give @ comparative view 
public debt, The possession of of the financial fituation of the Us 
thofe fhares is precifely the fame States, by dedatting from the no- 
thing as the reduction of an amount minal amount of debt on™oie days, 
of debt cofting government an an- whatthey fuppofe to be “ certain 
nual intereft equal to the dividends funds acquired by the government, 
receivable on the fhares, and which may be applied to face 
The report of the committee is the foregoing debt.” 


‘The amount of the Public Debt is thus fated by the Se 


cretary of the Trea/ury. 


On the ist January, 17906 
FOREIGN DEBT. 
aa ae 10,304,635 15 
Arrears of Int. to this day, 1,696,562 92 





° e 12,001,198 oF 
Debt to foreign Officers - Pe 3 P 186,988 23g 
DOMESTIC DEBT. 
Principal ; ; 28,630,290 73 
Intereft to this day « 10,923,997 82 
83935545188 55 





ASSUMED DEBT. 
Principal of State debts affumed : 15,082,771 33 
Intereft on do. to this day , ; 1,379,110 85 
Principal of balances funded to creditor States 3,517,584 
19,979,466 18 
Debts difcharged in Specie ° ° ‘ 515,400 G4 











Total 72,237,30: 97 





S eeetiiitteadestanedl 


On the 1st January, 1791. 
Amount of debt on 1st January 1790 ‘ 
per above ° ° ° ; ‘ ° . 2,237:301 97 
Intereft on foreign debt for 1790 749715 1 f 
* dedué monies in Holland ° ° 132,475 31 





342,239 80 
Intereft on domeftic debt for 1790 e 1,688,962 of 


Do. on aflumed-debt fordo. , e 1,045,069 64 





2,734,631 65 


759344173 49 





Intereft on affumed debt for 1791 » 1,045,669,64 

Intereft on balances for creditor States for 
1792, 1793, and 1794 422,110 08 
— ¢ 1,467,779 72 








Total 76,781,953 14 
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On the 1ff Fanuary, 18006 | 
Foreign Debt. eke es ot ee GD Eh Ce 
Six per cepi. flock, deduéting the fums : 








purchafed, or reimburfed 25,030,467 59 
Deferred flock do. a She 13,682,944 17 
Three per cent, ftock do. . 19,086.708 54 
Five and half per cent fiock do. 1,847,500 
Four and halt per cent Rock 170,000 
59,823,620 90 
Six per cent flock of 1796. 80,000 
Six percent Navy ftock 1799 929,200 
Eight per cent ftock of do. 5,000,000 
6,009,200 
Loans obtained from the Bank 3,640,000 
Deduct Bank fhares owned by 
U.S. at par . . . 888,000 
2,752,000 








Total 79,403,820 39 
ewe erence 
Thus it appears on the face of that document, that, futfering its details 
to be altogether correét, and confidering the whole of the affumed debt to 
have been a proper debt of the Uniied States contraéted by the former gov- 
ernment, the nominal debt had, on the ast January, 1800, increafed by a 
fum of 7,166,518 dollars and 93 cents, from the 1st January 1790; bya 
fum of 4 089,646 dollars and 88 cents, computing from 1st Janua:y 1791; 
nd by a fum of 2,621,867 dollars and 16 cents, if we coniraft the prefent 
debt with the total amount of old debt as funded by government. It is 
ftated asa matter ef fact, that the debt on the rt January 1790 was feven 
million of dollars lefs than it isnow. I: is on'y by deduétions and argue 
ments that a contrary refult can be made to appear. The conclufions of 
the committee, fo far as they differ from this firit refu't, reft no longer on 
arithmetical precifion, but on the fuppofed correétnefs of their affumed pofi- 
tions, 
The dedu€tions made by the Committee from the amount of debt flated 
by the Secretary of the Treafury are as follows— 
From the nominal amount of debt on 1st Jannary 1790 72,237,301 OP 
ast. Proceeds of lands on lake Erie, fold to 
Penntyivania by the former government, 
and paid in certificates ° ° 151,392 41 
2. Debts due to the United States, on ba- 
lances of accounts which originated un- 
der the former government, and received, 
in {pecie , . . , , 62,586 "4 
3. Debts due by the United States [being 
part of the fum of dollars 515,560.94 
included in the amount of debt due on 


ast January 1790] diicharged before i7g0 15,927 18 
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4. Cath in treafury, or in hands of Collec- 


tors on 1st January 1790 


Be UncolleGed Cuftom = bonds 


according to committee . 


From the nominal amount of debt on 1st Jan. 9 


111,967 45 
‘590,468 60 





931,742 33 





Leaving for ‘‘amount of debt on 1st January, 1790,’’ 
© 6 4 9159053559 64 





Se ee ee 


76,781,953 14 





2. 3. Lands fold to Pennfylvania, debts 
due tothe United States, and debts due 
by the United States, difcharged before 


1790, as per above ‘ 


229,906 28 


4. Public debt purchafed or difcharged 


during 1790 P 


518,424 08 


5+ Cafh in treafury, orin hatith of Collec 


tors on ist January 1791 


6. Uncolle&ted Cuftom Houfe Bonds 


195:8to 83 
1,052,215 13 





2,596, 356 32 


Leaving for ‘* true amount of debt on 1st Ja- 


9? 


nuary 1701, 


according to committee 


74,185,596 82 





From the nomina] amount of debt on ast 


January 1800 ‘ ° 


79,403,820 39° 


1. Twenty-five per cent. advance on the 


original coft of the Bank Stock belong- 


ing to the United States 


222,900 


e. Cath in treafury or in hands of C olleét— 
ers on 1ft January 1800, dedufting a 
balance due to foreign officers, and out- 


fiaiiding regiftered debt ‘s 


23593:931 30 


- g. Remittances made to Holland beyond 
the fum neceffary to meet all demands 


there to the clofe of 1799 


4. Uncollefted Cuftom Houfe bonds, ent 


548,955 34 


mated, after making the proper dedutions 5,826,214 





9,191,101 14 





Leaving for ** true amount of debt on 1st 


Jan. 1800,”’ atcording to commitiee 


It is evident, from a view of thofe 
fatements, that fuppofing every de- 
diGiion to have been proper, yet it is 
incorre€t to call the refult a * true 
amount of debt,” and to fay ‘* that 
the debt has in fa& been diminifhed.” 
Thofe expreffions may, to a fuper- 
ficial ob ferver, convey the fallacious 


idea thata portion of the public debt 
F 


° ‘ 70,212,719 16 








has in fa& been paid. Suppofing 
the flatements and deduétions to be 
perfeétly correft, the conclufion is 
only that the debt has in faét increas- 
ed, but that, on the other hand, gov- 
ernment has acquired funds applica- 
ble and more than fuffictent to face 
that increafe. Whether thofe flate- 
ments are altogether correct, and 
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whether the funds dedufted are pro- 
peily applicable to face the debt, re- 
wains to be examined, 

The objeé of this enquiry being 
to afcertain the refulc of the fifcal 
operations of government under the 
prefen: conftitution, it appears molt 
proper to compare the amount of 
the debt on the 1st of Jan. 1800 with 
that of the rst of Jaf. 1790, rather 
than with that of the 1st of Jan, 
1791. The flatemenc of the debt 
on this lait day muft be intended, to 
fhow either its true amount on that 
precife day, or the amount of what 
may be confidered asthe whole of 
the debt contra&ted by the late gov- 
ernment, as the fame has been fund- 
ed by the prefent government. It 
is evident that the firft view of the 
{ubjeét would not anfwer the objeé& 
of the enguiry, and that there is no 
reafon to felett the commencement 
of 1791 in preference to the come 
mencement of 1792 oF 1793, and to 
rejett one year in preference to two 
or three. But fhould that be the 
object, the ftatement is erroneous, in 
as much asit includes, as part of the 
debt of the rst of Jan. 1791, a fum 
of 1,467,779 dollars and 72 cents, 
confilling of the intereft which ac- 
crued a/ter the 1st of Jan. 1791,0n 
the affumed debt and balances fund- 
ed in favor of the creditor ftates, but 
which was funded inftead of being 
paid. The other view of the fubjeét 
appears ftill more incorreé ; it pres 
fuppofes what is controverted, that 
the woole of the debt funded by the 
prefent, was contraéted by the 
former government ; it contemplates 
afum of four millions of dollars, 
conlifting of interelt which accrued 
on the old debt after the year 178g, 
asa part of the debt contratted be- 
fore the 4th day of March 1789 ; 
and it excludes every confideration of 
the propriety or impropriety of the 
funding fyficm. But even in that 
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view, the ftatement is erroneous ; 
for it includes, as part of the debe 
funded by the prefent government, 
the intereft which accrued on the fo. 
reign debt from March 1789 to Jan, 
1791, amounting to 722,000 dollars, 
and which was paid and not funded, 
Another confideration of Hill greater 
importance will apply to that fate. 
ment. 


In that view of the fubje&, the 
whole amount of intereft which at 
crued, on the old debt, after the es- 
tablifhment of the prefent governs 
ment is included as part of the old 
debt ; every confideration of the 
propriety of the funding fyftem is 
excluded ; the whole debt as funded 
is confidered as the debt of the former 
government ; it is no longer a view 
of the whole of the financial opera. 
tions of the prefent government ; it) 
is no longer a comparative view of 
the prefent debt, and of the debt as 
it really did exift when the prefent 
government was eftablifhed ; it is 
only a view of the financial opera. 
tions of government fince the eflab- 
lifhment of the funding fyfem ; it 
is only a comparative view of the 
prefent ftate of the debt, and of its 
true amount and value as it flood 
after it had been funded, And, in 
that view of the fubject, the deferred 
flock ought to be eitimated, not at 
its nominal, but at its real value, 
both on the 1st Jan, 1800, and im: 
mediately after it had been funded, 
It is evident that the increafe of va- 
lue of that flock, from the time when 
it was iffued to the prefent day, is, in 
that view of the fubje&, a real in- 
creafe of debt. That Nock was 
worth four or five millions of dollars 
lefs, immediately after it had been 
iffued, than it is new, and might 
have been redeemed fo much cheap- 
er then than now. It would now 
coft government four or five millions 
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ot doNars more to pay that debt than 
it would at that time. 

One hundred-dollars will, at fimple 
intereft, at the rate of fix “ cent. 
a year, produce one hundred and fit- 
ty-four dollars in nine year. One 
hundred and fifty-four dollars paya- 
ble nine. years hence without.inter= 
eft, are worth only one hundred dol- 
lars at prefent. One hundred and 
fifty-four dollars, payable on the firft 
Jan. 1800, without intereft, were,on 


the firft Jan. 1791, worth only one 


hundred dollars, The deferred flock 
was, after the funding fyftem had 
been adopted, a debt on which the 
intereft was fu{pended for ten years, 
adebt payable only ten years after- 
wards, Computing only at {imple 
intereft, the 13,682,944 dollars and 
17 cents deferred flock were. worth, 
on the firft Jan. 1791. no mere than 
$3,551,840 dollars and: 10 cents ; 
and on the firft Jan. 1800, they were 
worth 12,870,702 dollars and five 
cents. Computing. only at fimple 
intereft; the debs. has, in tls fingle 
item, increafed, fince. the fundin 

fyftem, bya fum of 4,381,861 dol- 
lars. and. gs. cents. In whatever 


view the, fubje&t may be confidered, 


it is. not.lefs true, that, government. 


have enjoyed for nine years the be- 
nefit. arifing from the fufpenfion of 
intereft. on. the deferred ftock, and 
that after the prefent year a further 
fum of 820,000 dollars will be added 
to the prefent annual charges on the 
public debt, in order to pay that in- 
tereft. If we. compute from after 
the eftablifhment of the funding fyf- 
tem, we may indeed,from the amount 
of increafe of debt exclude the in- 
tereft which accrued on the old debt, 
between the eftablifhment of the pre- 
fent government and. the time at 
which we began to pay the intereft on 
the debt ; but we muft include the 
increafed value of the deferred flock 
fince the eftablifhment of the funding 
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fvftem. If we compute from the 
firft Jan.1790,to wit,from ten months 
after the eflablifhment of the prefent 
government, we fhall exclude from 
the amount of old debt the intereft. 
which accrued on it, fubfequent to 
that day, but we fhall confider the 
deferred flock as part of the old debt, 
at its nominal value, and without a- 
ny deduétion op account of the fuf- 
pention of intereft, fince that fufpen- 
fion was produced by the funding 
fyftem, and did not exift on the firft 
Jan. 1790. 

_ The following confiderations will, 
therefore, apply only to the flate- 
ments of debt and deductions made 
by the Committee, for the firfl days 
of January 1790. and i800; and 
they will embrace three objects. 
L Sundry obfervations on the details 
of thofe flatements. II. An exa- 
mination of the queftion, whether 
the whole of the aflumed debt ought 
to be confidered as part of the debt 
contrafted by the former guvern- 
ment? III. An enquiry into the 
propriety of deductiny from the a- 
mount of debt, on any given day, the 
uncolleéted Cuflom, Houfe bonds 
due by merchants, for duties on 
goods imported ? 

I, The details of the flatements 
fhould, it feems, be correéted in the 
following items : 

1. In the amount of the foreign 
debt on the firfl January, 1790, as 
ftated by the Secretary of the Trea- 
fury, the principal of the French 
debt, including arrearages of interelt 
to that day, 1s computed at dollars 
7,896,517.12. But by other official 
{tatements, and by the flatement No. 
6, annexed to the report of theCom- 
mittee, it appears that that debt a— 
mounted only to dollars 7,89 5:3006 
39, making a difference of. dollars 
1,216.73 to be deduéted from the a- 
mount of debt on the firft Jan.1~790. 

2. In the fame amount of fo» 
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reign debt on that day, are included 
263,000 dollars, premiums, payable 
at different periods, ona loan obtain- 
ed in Holland at the rate of four per 
cent. a year, bY the former govern- 
ment. Suppofing that thofe premi- 
ums fhould be eonfidered as_ part of 
the principal of the debt, their value 
as they did not bear any intereft,and 
were payable at diflant periods 
fhould be eflimated on the firtt Jaa. 
1790, on the principle of an irregu- 
lar fhort annuity, by difcounting the 
Intere% on each of them, according to 
the date of its becoming due. On 
that principle, they were on that day 
worth about 172,000 dollars, and, 
therefore, g1,000 dollars lefs than 
their nominal amount. Bui thofe 
premiums, on a full inveltigation of 
the fubje&t, appear to have been no 
part of the principal of the debt ; 
they were an additional interelt, 
The late government, could net, tn 
1784, have obtained aloan at 4 per 
cent ; the four per cent. intereft on 
that loan was merely nominal, and 
the premiums made up the real rate 
of intereft at which the loan was 
obtained. The former gavernmcnt 
received only 800,000 dollars, and 
they agreed to pay both the nominal 
interelt and the premiums for the ule 
of that money, The 263,000 dol- 
lars muft therefore be dedutied from 
the amount of debt on the firft Jan, 
1790; and, on the fame principle, 
the premiums ftil! due, on that lean 
on the firft jan. 1800, and amount- 
ing to 59,000 dollars, fhould be de- 
dufied from the amaunt of debt on 
this laft day. 

3, It is fated by the Secretary 
of the Treafury, in the ftatement of 
foreign receipts and expenditures No, 
5, that a fam of dollars 20,373.33 
in fix per cent flock, part of dollars 
660.373-33 in faid flock purchifed 
from the Bank by government, and 
remitted to Holland, remained un- 
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fold, and had. been returned to the 
treafury, and pafled to the credit of 
the inking fund. That fum, how- 
ever, is not socluded in the deduc. 
tions made by the Secretary from the 
nominal amount of domeftic debt 
on ist January 1800, op account of 
purchafes and transters to the finkin 
fund. Icisanomiflion whch fhoul 
be reftified, by dedotiing that fum 
from the nominal amount of debt on 
firft January, 1800. 

4. The amount of  intereft 
which accrued on the domeftre debt, 
during the year 1790, is itated at 
1,688,962 o1. But by a fubles 
quent official flatement, an error in 
that Item is reétified, and the true a- 
mount of that intereft is fated at dol- 
lars 671,291.55 The diflerence 
amounting to dollars 17,670.46, 
makes part of the intereft accrued en 
that debt before 1790, and fhould 
be added to the amount of debt on 
the fir January 1790. 

5. Inthe amount of arrears of 
interefi on the domeftic debt, accrued 
before 1790, are included dollars 22, 
438.58, being twoyears intereft on the 
debt due to foreign officers. The 
amount of arrears of intereft on that 
day tothe firft January, 1790, were 
only dollars 10,822.05. The dif 
ference amounting to dollars 11, 
616.53, fhould be deduéted from 
the nominal amount of debt on firk 
January, 1790 That the arrears 
of intereft prior to the year 1790 
amounted only to dollars 10,822.05 
is dedu€ted from the treafury ilate~ 
ments in the following manner. 
The outfanding re- 

giflered debt, and 
debe due to foreign 
officers, is ftated, on 
the firlt Jan. 1800, 
at 100,184 18 
The purchafes of 
regillered debt & 
loan office certifi. 





>» & 
) 

















he \) cates amounted to 

of dolls. 975,124.47 

we Which dedutied 

c= from the amount 

he | credited to fink- 

bt ing fund 169,306 

of 78 cenis 

n Leaves for the out- 

| standing register- 

im ._ eddebt 72,182 gt 
on — 


Making for the 





ef outstanding debt 
at, due to foreiyn of- 
at ficers on ist Jan. 
es 1800 ~ 28,001 87 
in Adding to this, the 
a- whole amount of 
|. debt paid to fo- 
Ke reign officers, in- 
4, cluding both prin- 
on cipal and interest 203,466 28 
ld comenaeh Ginemminpiniann 
on Gives for the whole 
amount of debt 
of due to foreign of- 
ed ficers, including 
2, interest to the 1st 
he Jan.1793,the day } 
ne which it was paid, 231,468 15 
at The principal of 
re that debt was, 
f 186,988 23 
ly And three years 
mn interest on the 
f fame, for the years 
re | ’90, 91 and ‘92, 
° 33,057-87 
5 Making for the 
~ principal and in- 


terest fubiequent | 
to first Jan. 1790 220,646 1 





Whigh leaves for 
the interest prior 
to 1790 10, wae 05 








6. In the fum of dx “Ia 5159 
460.94, included in the amount of 
debt duc on first Jan, 1790, as be- 
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ing ‘*debts contrafied by the former 
government and fince difcharged in 
{pecie,’”’? are incinded two items 
which fhould be dedutted, viz. the 
intereft which accrued refpectively 
on thofe debis afier the firit Jan, 
1790 to the day when they were 
difcharged, but which being neither 
confiderable, nor afcertained in the 
official statements, fhall be neglett- 
ed; and the grants of Congrefs 
to the heirs of General Greene, a- 
mounting to 71,454 dollars and 36 
cents, which were altogether a gra- 
tuity and not the payment of a debt 
due by the late government. In or- 
der to enable the contraftors fr 
fupplying the feuthern army to 
obtain the neceflary fupplies, Gen, 
Greene had been induced to become 
perfonally their fecurity to certain 
merchants of Sourh Carolina. ‘he 
momes due ior thefe fupplies were 
paid in full by Congrefs to thole 
conira¢tors ; but thefe did no apply 
that money to the dife harye of the 
debt due by them tothe merchants, 
and after a number of years, Gen, 
Green’s eftate was found to be hia- 
ble for its payment. ‘Ihis fum was 
therefore a debt of Gen. Green for 
fupples which had actually been 
paid by the United States, and not a 
debt of the United States, and fhould 
alfo be dedutied from the amount of 
debt of the 1{i Jan. 17g0. 

7-A fum of 10,085 dollars and 
51 cenis was advanced in 1792 to 
pay fome arrearages due to ihe late 
Maryland line ; and dollars 5-394- 
57, part of the fame fum were ree 
peidin the treafury in i799. Ifthe 
orginal {um is included in the ae 
mount of dollars 515,460.94 flated 
as the amoune of old debis difeharged 
in {pecic, the repayment of dollars 5, 
394+ 57 fhould be deducied trom that 
amouut, and trom the amount of depr 
on rft Jan. 1790. If the original sum 
is fot included in that amount, the 
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difference between it and the fum re- 
paid, which conflitutes the fum ace 
tually expended, and amounts to 
dolls. 4,680.94, fhould be added to 
the nomir al amount of debt on 1ft of 
Jan. 1790. A correftion feems ne- 
ceflary in either cafe; but there 
being fome uncertainty to what ac- 
coun: that expenditure was charged 
no altcration fhall be made on that 
account. 

8. To the deduétions made by the 
committee from the nominal amount 
of debt on the firft of Jan. 1790, 
fhouid be added on the fame prin- 
ciple first, the fum of dol- 
lars, 132,475 31 Rated by the 
treafury department to have been in 
the hands of the Bankers of the U- 
nited States in Holland on that day, 
and which is accordingly deducted 
by that department, from the a- 
mount of debt on iff Jan. 1791, 
but is, through miflake, omitted in 
the fiatement of rft Jan. 1790—2d 
afum of dolls. 107,605.07, fated 
by another official flatement of the 
receipts and expenditures of the war 
department, to have been remaining 
in the hands of the late Paymaster 
General, at the commencement of 
the prefent government—gd a fum 
of dolls. 24,091.91 in fix per cent, 
three per cent and deferred stock, 
stated by the treafury depariment, 
in Statement No, I. to have been 
received in payment of certain ba- 
lanecs which originated prior to the 
prefent conftitution. 

g: The two following fums part 
of the dedudlions made by the Com- 
mittee from the amount of debt due 
on iff Jan. 1790, viz. doll. 15,927. 
13, amount of debts due by theUni- 
ted States, difcharged before the year 
1790, and doll. 151,392. 41 proceeds 
of lands sold to Pennsylvania by the 
former government and paid by that 
ftate in evidences of the public debr, 
fhould be deducted at once from the 
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nominal amount of debt on the 1 
Jan. 1790, as they were not merely 
funds acquired by government, but 
debts a@ually paid. The outfland- 
ing regiftered debt and debt due to 
foreign officers, amounting to. dollars, 
100,184. 18 and deduéted by: the 
Committee from the balance in fpe. 
cie inthe treafury on the ist Jan, 
1800, fhould be added to the nominal 
amount of debt on that day, as it was, 
a debt not yet paid, And, on the 
fame principle, on which the Bank 
fock owned by the United Svates has. 
been dedufed at its prime coft from 
the nominal ameunt-of debt on is¢ 
Jan. 1800, it may be deduéted from 
that amount, the fame rate at which 
it was valued by the committee, viz, 
at 25 per cent.advance. Thefe last 
alerations wili not cause any change 
inthe final refult, but only in the no- 
minal amount of debt on the first 
days of Jan. 1790 and 1800, refpeft- 
ively. 

II, The feveral ftates had, during 
the revolutonary war, made fundry 
advances for the fupport of that war, 
but thofe advances were not made in 
the fame proportion nor in the fame 
manner, Some flates were more in- 
debted to individuals than others, on 
account, either of the fituation in 
which they bad been placed during 
the war, of the greatneds of their exe 
extions during the war, or of their re- 
mifsnefs in raifing taxes after the war. 
And thofe ftates who had advanced 
tefs than their proportion for the {np- 
port of the war, were indebted, for 
the difference, to thofe who had ad- 
vanced more than their proportion, 
Fhe accounts had not yet been finally 
fettled when the prefent yovernment 
was establifhed, & the aflenfible ob- 
je&s of the afsumption feem to have 
been, to relieve the ftates, who were 
moft opprefsed by individual debts, 
and toequalize the accounts between 
the feveral flates, The firft was aa 
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objeé of policy, the laft an obje& of 
juttice ; for the only practicable mode 
under the prefent conftirution, in 
which debtor flates could be made to 
pay what they fairly owed to the cre- 


ditor ftates, was that the Union fhouid 


pay to the creditor flates fuch fums, 
and in fuch proportions, as fhould, as 
far as pofsible, equalize the accounts. 
And those payments might be made 
either to the States themielves, or to 
the creditors of thofe ftates. It is 
evident that, in order to carry that 
mode into effect with corre€tne{s and 
regard to juftice, it was previoully 
necefsary to fettle the accounts of the 
individual States, and to afcertain 
which of them were creditor and to 
what amount. But, inflead of wait- 
ing until that refult was known, ftate 
debts were affumed at random by the 
Union, and without a poflibility of 
knowing whether fome of the ftates, 
in whofe favor that aflumption was 
made, were not, on the contrary, in- 
debted to the Union. The event 
correfponded with what might have 
been expetted from that loofe mode 
of legillating. 

Confidering the affumption of flate 
debts as intended folely for the pur- 
pofe of doing equal juftice to the fev- 
eral flates, by equalizing their ac- 
counts ; it may be demonftrated, that, 
had Congrefs waited until the fettle- 
ment of accounts had taken place, be- 
fore any ftate debts were affumed, they 
might have produced the fame effeét 
by an affumption, in favor of the cre- 
ditor ftates,to the amount dol. 11,609, 
259.69, which has been produced 

y the premature affumption of doll, 
21,789,371.47 which have been aét- 
vally affumed or funded in favor of 
the feveral States, that is to fay, that 
the accounts of the Union with the 
individwai ftates might have been pla- 
eed in the fame relative fituation in 
which they now ftand, by afluming 
doll, 10,180,141.78 lefs than have 


been aflumed. ‘Chofe who conceive 
the principle of allumption, fo far as 
it refte’ on a with ¢oreleive the in- 
dividual ftates from the burthen of 
their debts,to have been confounded 5 
thofe who conceive that if was une 
neceflary for the Union to aliume 
more debfs than was flri@tly requt- 
fite to equalize the accounts of the 
feveral states; thofe who think thati? 
was impolitic to iwell the debt of 
the United States,and that it would 
have been more eafy for the indi- 
vidual states than for the Union to 
difcharge that furplus, will be of o« 
pinion tha¢ the unveceflary debt, 
created by the rafh aflumption of 
state debts before a final {ettiement 
of accounts, and which cannot be 
confidered as a debt of the United 
States contrafted by the former 
government, amounts to more than 
ten millions of dollars ; and that 
this fum ought to be deduéted from 
the nominal amount of deb¢t flated 
to have been due by the United 
States on first Jan. 1790. 

But even the warmest fupporters 
of the affumption of state debts, on 
its most enlarged {cale, even thole 
who think that, both on the {core of 
justice, and in order to relieve them 
from a heavy burthen, i¢ was wife 
and politic ¢o have affumed the 
whole of the fum which was aétually 
aflumed in favor of the crediéor 
states ; even they must acknowledge 
that an affumption, made at random 
before the accounts were fettled, 
rendered i¢ unavoiadble to aflume 
debts in favor of states who were 
in fa&t already indebted to #lte U- 
nion, and that the confequence has 
been fuch, as might have been fore- 
feen. ‘Thus near 1,200,000 dollars 
were aflumed for the state of New- 
York, which, when the accounts 
were finally fet#led,was found to be 
indebted go the Union to the amount 
of more than two millions, It is 
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felf-evident that the debts, thus af- 
fumed for debtor states, were not 
due by the United States ; that 
they are not a part of the old debt, 
that they are a debt unneceffarily 
constituted and created by the pre- 
fent government. On the most fu- 
perficial view of the fubject, 1¢ ap- 
pears that dollars 2,069.565.71 
have thus been aflumed for debéor 
states, to the mam st injury of the 
other states, and constitute an addi- 
tional debt, which fhould be deduét- 
ed from the amonut improperly 
stated as the debt con‘raéted by the 
former government. What part of 
that fum confisted of interest, ac- 
crued after the year 1789 does not 
appear, and must be estimated. 
Considering the states in whof- fa- 
vor that unneceflary aflumption took 
place, it is not believed, that that 
interest amounted to one hundred 
thoufand dollars. And the amount 
of affimed debt created by the pre- 
fent government, and to be, af all 
events, and in the most favorable 
view of the fubjeét, dedu@ed from 
the nominal amount of debt of the 
first Jan. 1790, of which it makes 
no part, may be fairly estimated at 
two millions of dollars, 

III. (he Committee have de- 
dutted from the amount of debt due 
onthe first fan. 17g0,the fum of doil. 
599,468.60, and from the amount of 
debt due on the ist Jan. 1800, the 
fum of 5,826,214 dollars, being the 
estimated amount of uncolleAed 
Custom Houfe bonds not yet due, 
but which may hereafter be receiv- 
ed in the treafury ; and they confider 
thofe bonds as * funds ecquired by 
government and which may be ap- 
plied to face the debt.”” The con- 
stitution has given to government 
the command over almost all the 
refources of the United Srates, and 
thofe refources may in a general 
point of view be conflidered as funds 


VIEWS OF THE 


acquired to government by the a~ 
doption of the constitution, In what 
then do thofe Custom Houfe bonds 
differ from the other general and 
uncolleéted refources of the country? 
Not or account of the perfons who 
owe them. Were dutics on import- 
ed goods, for the fecurity.of which 
theie bonds are given, untimately 

aid by the merchants who are an- 
{werable for thofe bonds, then ir. 
deed ihe people of the United States, 
who owe the public debt, might take 
credit for the amount of thofe bon- 


‘ded duties payable by a few indi- 


viduals. But thofe daties are paid 
by the confumers, by the peuple 
themfelves. Phe merchants are on- 
ly the coll-Gors of the duties, for 
which they become anfwerable on 
the goods being imported ; and the 
expence of colleciion cofls tothe con- 
fumers from 20 to 60 per cent. which 
the importers and other merchants 
receive, asa compenfaiion for the 
trouble and rifk of colle&tion, The 
bonds are in faft adebt due by the 
people of the United States them- 
felves, and which cannot be deducted 
from, or claimed asa credit by them 
agatnt the mafs of their public 
debt. The people of the Unired 
States owe the whole amount of the 
public debt whatever it may be, and 
the amount of uncolleéed  dutries. 
Give them credit for the amount of 
bonds given by merchants for the fe- 
curing of thofe duties, and they re- 
main ftill charged with the whole a- 
mount of the public d-bt without 
any deduftion. Thofe bonds differ 
from the oth.r refourees of the Un- 
ion, which government may alfo 
command, only in one particular, in 
that their amount and time of pay- 
ment are afcertained, And in that 
particular they in no way differ from 
every other tax of the enfuing year. 
Thofe bonds are nething more than 
a tax affeffed, but not yer colletted, 











and theyfdiffer in?nothing from the 
jand tax,“the amount of which was 
recifely afcertained, and which had 
oi affeffed in many of the ftates 
on the 1ft Jan, 1800, but was not 
yet collected. A farmer, whofe tax 
was afllefled, was as much indebted 
to government for the amount of his 
tax, as the merchant for his bond, 
Yet the Committee have taken no 
credit for the land tax which as well 
as thofe bonds, was to be colleéted 
in the courfe of the year 1800. 
They have not even taken credit fot 
the uncolleéted duties om {pirits dif- 
tilled and fills, although a great 
part of thefe were a€tually due, The 
Committee were aware, that a tax 
not yet colle&ed cannot be confider- 
edas a fet off againft an exifling 
debt, that the probable amount of 
fuch a tax is never taken in account 
except as making part of the proba- 
ble receipts of the enfuing year and 
as applicable to the expences of that 
year. And it appears incredible 
that they fhould not have perceived 
that thofe bonded duties were pre— 
cifely in the fame fituation with all 
other taxes to be collected the enfu- 
ing year, that they were like other 
taxes payable by the body of the 
people, and that they conftituted 
in fatt two thirds of the probable 
teceipts of the enfuing year, and 
were applicable folely to the expen- 
fesof that year. 

The Committee fay that thofe 
bonds are *¢ funds which may be 
applied to face the debt.’’ The Com, 
mittee well knew that they could 

Rot be applied to pav the debt. No 
part of them can be applied to pay 
any part of the principal of the ex- 
iting debt, unlefs there fhould be 
afurplus in the receipts of the pre- 
fent year over the current expendi- 
ture, And fo far was this from 
being the expediation of Congrefs 
that they authorifed a loan of three 
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millions and af half of dollars, in ore 
der to cover the excefs of expendi- 
tures over the receipts of this year. 

The Committee fay ** that a con- 
fiderable part of thofe bonds are 
pledged for the payment of the 
loans obtained from the Bank, and 
that thofe loans muft in fact be dif 
charged from the proceeds of that 
pledge.’’ The fa& is, that thofe loans 
are ftated by an official ftatement of 
the treafury department, to have 
(with the exception of one of 200, 
000 dollars) been obtained in 1795, 
to be ftill due, but continued on 
loan with the confent of the Bank, 
The pledge given was the furplus of 
revenue of 1795 and 1796, which 
has long fince been confumed, and 
the furplus of the nominal revenue 
of 1799, which confifls of thofe 
bonds, 1s not probably pledged for 
thofe loans, But the Committee 
knew that thofe loans could not and 
would notin faé be difcharged from 
the proceeds of thofe bonds. For, 
fuppofing that a nominal payment 
was to be made to the Bank ou of the 
proceeds of thofe bonds, that is to fay, 
out of the receipts of the prefent year, 
there would then be an additional de- 
ficiency to the fame amount in the 
receipts of this year; and the fame 
amount would immediately be bor- 
rowed again from the Bank, in order 
to cover that deficiency. 

The fame thing would happen in 
cafe government were to fell thofe 
bonds on a difcount. This they 
might do, juft as they miglt fell the 
land tax for the enfuing year, or 
forever as has been done in Great 
Britain. A nation may mortgage 
its future refources, or in other words 
the probable future receipts of its 
treafury ; but in whatever manner 
this is done, it is always borrowing 
money in fome fhape or other. 
Should government fell thofe bonds, 
the amount muft fill be applied te» 
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a) 

defray the expences of the prefent 
year, or in cafe it was applied to the 
payment of a part of the public 
debt, a new loan to the fame amount 
mutt immediately be obtained for the 
purpofe of difcharging the current 
expenditure. 

It the amount of thofe. bonds is 
actuaily payable by the people them- 
felves, and altogether inapplicable to 
the payiaent of any part of the debr, 
it cannot be deductied from the no- 
mina! amount of debt, the only real 
difference which exis in the rela— 
tive fituation of our finances between 
1790 and 1800, being that govern- 
ment has now been organized a fuf- 
ficient length of time to have fecu- 


VIEWS OF THE 


red the payment of a confiderable 
permanent revenue for 1800, and 
the enfuing years. Should they 
hereafter diminifh confiderably the 
expenditure, without diminifhing 
that revenue, the furplus would then 
be applicable to the payment of the 
debt. But we muft wait until that 
fhall have been done, before any 


part of the future probable rece'pts 


of the treafury fhall be allowed asa 
credit againit the exifling debt. 


wee 


From thofe confiderations it ap~ 


pears that the public debt may, ac- 
cording to the two different views of 
which the fubjeé is fufceptible, be 
correfily ftated as followeth : 


1. Nominal amount of debt. t 
On iit January 1790. 


Amount fated by the Secretary of the Treafury 


Add ; difference tor the intereft on domeftic debt be- 


fore 1790 . . 


Deduél. 


1. Difference on the French debt 


2. Premiums on Dutch debt 


to foreign ollicers ° 


~) ao co 


their proportion 


Amount of debt on ist Jan. 1790, 


Grant to General Greene’s eftate 
Debts difcharged before 1790 

Proceeds of lands fold to Pennfylvania 
Debt aflumed for debtor ftates bey ond 


17,670 46 





725254:972 43 
; 1,216 73 


, 253,000 
. Ditlerence on intereft on the debt due 


11,616 58 
715453 36 
° 159927 13 
151,392 41 





— 2,514,606 16 


— 





69,740,366 27 





On ist January, 1800, 


Amount fated by the Secretary of the Treafury 
Add—Outitanding regiltered debt, and due to foreign 


officers 


— . 


Dedui, 


79,403)820 30 


100,184 18 


«<1, 





49,504,004 48 


1. Six per cent flock returned from Holland 20,373 33 


2. Premioms on Dutch debt 


59.000 


3» Advanceon Bank fiock beyond its coft 222,000 
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PUBLIC DEBT, &. (952°) 


























my 
1 Amount of debt on 1st Jan. 1800 79,202,691 15 
ry on ist Jan. 1790 69,740,366 27 
é ——ae 
g Nominal increafe of debt from 1790 to 1800 9 462,264 88 
- | 
e The different items of which the debt confified on thofe two days refpeat- 
at ively, are exhibited in the Statement No. I. annexed at the end. 
a3 II, Comparative view formed by deduéting from the nominal amount of 
a debt, the funds aftually acquired by government. 
7 On 1st January 1790. 
2 Nominal amount of debt as per above 69,740,366 2~ 
. Deduit. *. 
5 1. Debits due under former government to 
4 United States, and received in {pecie 62,586 74 
2. Debts due under former government to 
United States, and received in ftock 24,091 31 
3. Cath in Helland 132,475 gt 
in treafury 28,299 61 
7 in collector’s hands 83,127 84 
P in paymafter’s do. 107,605 07 
| mm 3515447 83 ee 
_ _ 430,125 
43 
eee 2 
On 1st January, 1800, ; 
Nominal amount of debt as per above 79,202,031 15 
Deduét 
1. Cath in Treafury 2,161,867 67 
In Colleétors hands 532,247 81 
2,694,115 48 
2, Remittances faid to have been made in 
¢ Holland beyond the peyments due in 
a 1799 : : 548.955 84 
— 243,071 § 
1 cB ett sta 
e Amosnt for ist Jan. 1800 55,059:559 83 
1st Jan. 1790 69,302,240 39 
° 
Leaves for increa/e of debt, for thofe ten years, after de- 
18 dufting all the funds aétually acquired by government, 
~ and which may poflibly be applied towards a redu@ion 
48 } of the debt, : . ‘ 


- 


"9g 1990, dolls. 590,468.60, 


6,657:319 44 


And here it may be proper to obferve, that the zmount of Cultom-houfe 
bonds, credited by the Committee, and excluded from the above flatement, 
is, for the iSt day of Jan. 1800, dolls, 5,8 26,214 : and, for the Ist jane 
The difference between thofe two fums is dolls. 
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HAMILTON versus AD SMS. 


52359745405 which dedu@ted from the {um of dolls. 6,657,319-44, would 


fiili leave, even on the inadmiffble top 


dcdu@ted, en increafe of debt, during t 


pofition that thofe bonds ought to be 
ofe ten years, of dell. 1,421,574.04¢ 


[ CONTINUED IN PAGE 257. | - 


Alexander Hamilton versus John Adams, 


‘When ——— fall out, honeft men come by their own.” 


OLp PROVE BBS. 


LETTER srom ALEXANDER HAMILTON ro JOHN ADAMS, 


“ New-York, Auy. 1, 1800. 
‘© Sir, 

«© Ithas been fepeatedly mention- 
ed to me, that you have,on di ffer- 
ent occafions aflerted the exiflence 
of a Britifh faétion in this country, 
embracing a number of leading or 
influential charafters of the federal 
party, (as ufually denominated )and 
that you have fometimes named me ; 
at others plainly alluded to me as 
one of this defcription of perfons ; 
and I have likewife been affured 
that fome of your warm adherents, 
for eleAlioneering purpofes, have em 
ployed a correfponding language. 

muft, fir, take it for yranted, that 
you cannot have made fuch affertions 
or infnuations, without being willing 
to avow them; and to aflign the 
reafon to a party who may conceive 
himfelf injured by them. I there- 
fore truft, that you will not deem it 
improper, that I apply dire@ly to 
yourfelf, to afcertain from you, in 
reference to your own declarations, 
whether the information 1 have re« 


ceived has been corre& or not; and 
if corre€t, what are the grounds up- 
on which you have founded the 
fuggeflions P” 
With refpea, 
I have the honor to be, fir, 
Your obedient fervant, 
(Signed) 
ALEX. HAMILTON, 
To Joun Avams, Esq. 
Prefident of the United States. 
SECOND LETTER. 
‘© New-York, O&oder 1, 1800. 


Sir, 


* The time which has elapfed — 


fince my letter of the 1ff of Auguft 
was delivered to you, precludes the 
further expeflation of an anfwer. 

‘* From this filence I q@ill draw 
no inference ; nor will I prefume to 
judge of the fitnefs of filence upon 
{uch an occafion, on the part of;the 
chief magifirate of a republic to- 
wards a citizen, who without a ftaim 
has difcharged fo many important 
public trufls, 





— 


— == eat *& =——t ee, 








t¢ But this much I will affirm, 
that by whomfoever a charge of the 
kind mentioned in mv former letter, 


may at any ime have been made or 


jnfinuated againft me, it is a baie, 
wicked, and cruel calumny § defti- 
tute even of a plaufitle pretext to 
excufe the folly, or mafk the depra- 
vity which muft have dittated it, 
“© With due refpett, 
ss I have the honor to be, 
‘6 Sir, 
ss Your obedient fervant, 
Sign ed) 
«+ ALEX, HAMILTON. 
Te Jotn Avams, EF fq. 
Prefident f the United States. 
—- ——Z_ ¢D 42ae——-——-~ 
LETTER or Mr. ADAMS 
To Mr, Coxe, 


(ACOPY.) 
Quincy, May > 1798. 

Dear Sir, 

; THE firft thing I have to commu- 
nicate to you mult be an explanation 
of the date of my letter. ° The le- 
giflature of Maflachufetts laft winter, 
upon a petition of the North Parifh 
in Braintree, feparated it from the 
reft of the town, erefted it into a 
pew one, and gave it the name of 
Quincy. By this meafure you fee 
they have deprived me of my title 
of * Duke of Braintree,” and made 
it neceflary that my friends fhould 
Write me in future, as an inhabitant 
ofQuincy. Somuch forthis Brim- 
borion, . 

Something that interefls me much 
more is your obliging letter of the 
teth of this month. 

I fhould have been happy to have 
feen Mr. Pinckney, before his de- 
parture ; but more from individual 
curiofity, than from any opinion that 
l could have given him any infor. 
mation of importance to him.—I] fhe 
has the talent of fearching hearts, 
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be will not be long at a lofs, if he 


has not, no information of mine cae 
ive it him. 

The duke of Leeds, once enquir- 
ed of me very kindly, after his clafs- 
mates at Welminster-{chool, the 
two Mr. Pinckneys, which induces 
me to conclude, thet our new Am- 
baffador has many powerful old 
friends in England. Whether this 
is a recommendation of him for the 
office or not, I have other reafonsto 
believe that his family have had 
their eyes fixed upon the embafly 
to St. James’s, for many yéars, 
even before I was fent there, and 
that they contributed to limit the 
duration of my commiffion to three 
years, in order to make way for 
themfelves to fucceed me. I with 
they may find as much honor and 
pleafure in it, as they expetted, and 
that the public may derive from it, 
d goity and utility. But knowing 
as I do, the long intrigue, and fuf- 
pefting as I do, much Britifh influ- 
ence in the appointment, were I in 
any executive department, I ‘fhould 
take the liberty to keep a vigilant 
eye upon them, 

Accept of my thanks, for your 
teflettions on the ftate of the union, 
which I have read with all the plea- 
{ure which the intelligence, infor- 
mation, accuracy, and elegance of 
the remarks on lord Sheffield infpir- 
ed. 

There is one fecret, which you 
mut be careful to keep, manufac- 
tures muft have good government, 
They cannot exift when they are 
without it, much lefs can they be 
introduced wherethey are not. But 
a great part of the people ef Ame- 
rica, appear to be fo determined to 
have no government at all ; that if 
you let them know the whole truth, 
you will excite an unmanageable 
party again{t manufactures, Manu- 
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faures cannot live, much _lefs 
thrive, without honor, fidelity, 
punuality, public and private faith, 
a facred ref{pect to property, and the 
moral obligation of promifes and 
contratts, virtues and habits which 
never did, and never will generally 
prevailin any | populous nation, with- 
out a decifive, as well as an ‘iat 
gent and lemme fh government. ‘The 
icience of political ceconomy is but 
a late fludy, and is not yet generally 
underilood amony us, Tl hough I 
have read moft of the authors at re- 
putation on the fubjett, both among 
the French and Englith, I pretend 
not to have digefted any thing rela— 
tive to it, wich the pres ifion of a 
mafler. Butto me it appears, that 
the general intereit of agrreulturein 
particalar, 2s well as of the nation 
mn general, will be promoted by a 
dife-eet and judicious encouragement, 
of minufattures, and that it is only 
the land-jobber, who can be bene- 
fited in the rapid rife of his mono— 
poly, by drawing every labouring 
hand into the wildernefs to fell trees. 
The continual acceflion of fo- 
reigners will endanger end deflroy 
our peace, if we know not how to 
govern them. They will moreover 
corfu pt our eleftions, end tearus to 
pleces, Sufhicient to the dty, hoe- 
ever, is its own evil, andin that day 
and hour it always has been, and I 
doubt not, always wil! be given us 
to provide againf j tS dangers. 
Kemember me afle&ionately to 
all friends, and believe me to be, 
Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) 
JOHN ADAMS. 
Mr. Coxe. 
Laacafer, in Pen njyluanta, ifs 
On the oth day of October, 1800, 
perfonally appeared betore me, Ja- 
cob Carpenter, efquire, one of the 
juftices of the peace for the county 
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aforefaid, the underfigned Frederick 
Auguflus) Muhlenberg, formerly 
{peaker of the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives of the United States; and, 
being firft duly fworn, doth declare 
and fay, that Tench Coxe exhibited 
to him, after the publication of Tho- 
mas Pinckney, the preceding origt 
nal letter of Mr. Adams, formerly 
Vice Prefident ofthe United States, 
and: now Prefident thereof ; that he 
never before ¢aw that letter ; that 
the hand-writing of Mr. Adams 1s 
well known to this deponent ; that 
the whole of the faid letter, includ 


ing the fignature end addrefs, are in 
the band-writing of Mr. Adams ae 


a 
for efaid. 


FRED. A. MUHLENBERG. 
Sworn and fubjcribed before 

jJAcos Carpenter, 
Lancafter in Penn/ylvania, ff. 

On the 8th day of Oébober, 
1800, before me, Jacob Carpenter, 
efquire, one of the juftices of the 
peace for the county aforefaid, per- 
fonally came the underfigned Tench 
Coxe, formerly commiffioner of the 
revenue in the department of the 
Treafury of the United States, and, 
at this time, fecretary of the land- 
office of Pennfylvania : who bein 
rt duly fworo, did declare and 
fav, that the original letter, to which 
this affidavit is annexed, was by him 
received in the year 1792; that it 
is altogether in the writing of John 
Adams, efquire, at the date thereof 
vice-prefident of the United States ; 
that he furnifhed a copy thereof to 
the attorneys and counfellors of Mr. 
William Duane, (upon their perfo- 
nal and written applications, and a 
notice that he would be ciied) for 
their ufe, in a trial between the U- 
nited States, and the faid Mr. Du- 
ane ; thatonthe difcontinuance of 
that trial, he endeavored, by appli- 
cation, to recover the loaned copy i 


a ois” ie see 6 


CUR me | eee 










but was informed that copies had 
: been made, and paffed into other 
; hands by the defendant ; that he has 
been informed that a copy inferted 
in the Aurora, was taken from the 
; copy loaned, or from one of the 
tranf{cripts thereof ; that he had no 
knowledge of the perfon who had 
taken, or received thofe tranf{cripts, 
or copies, till he faw the difpofition 
of them in the Aurora: and par- 
ticularly, that he never communi- 
cated the contents of the {aid letter 
to general Charles Cotefworth 
Pinckney, or to Thomas Pinckney, 
efq. or to any perfor that was or 
.° B ' could be fuppofed to be meant or 
-- B intended in the aforefaid letter. 
TENCH COXE, 
Sworn before me, 
jJacos CarPENTER,. 


a a = or ee 


—, 


Lancafter county, ff. 

On the 10th day of Oftober, in 
the year of our lord one thoufand 
, eiyht hundred, before me Jacob 
| Carpenter, ajuftice of the peace for 
, the county aforefaid, perfonally ap- 
. peared William Barton, prothono- 

tory of the faid county ; who be. 
ing duly fworn, did depofe and fay, 
that he has feveral times feen the fig- 
nature of John Adams, prefident 
of the United States; that he is f{a- 
tisfied, that the name * John A- 
dams,”’ fub{cribed to a letter, dated 
“ Quincy, May , 1792,” and ad- 
drefled to ** Mr. Coxe,’’ (which let- 
ter is hereunto annexed*) is the 
hand-writing of the faid prefident 
_ of the Untied States; that the body 
of the letter appears to be written 
by the fame hand ; and, that the con- 
dition of the paper and appearence 
ofthe ink,independently of any other 
circumitance, would induce this de- 
ponent to believe, that the {aid let- 
ter has been written feveral years, 
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Farther he (this deponent) faith not. 


W. BARTON, 
Sworn, the day 
and year firft 
above ment. 
oned, before 
M2. jJacos Carpenter, 





Lutrrer from JOHN ADAMS 
tro THOMAS PINCKNEY, 
Philadelphia, Oct. 27, 1800. 


DEAR SIR, 

It was only on yefterday, that I 
received the letter you did me the 
honor to write me, on the 16th of 
September, For the fnendly and 
re{pettful ftyle in which it is writ- 
ten, | pray you to accept of my 
hearty thanks, and you fhall recetve 
in my an{wer all the fatisfaction in 
my power to give you. 

Of the letter which is publifhed in 
my name,I have no copy or any patil- 
cular recollefiion. In general, I re- 
member,that when Mr.Cox was aliille 
ant to the Secretary of the Tresiu- 
ty, he was very ajfliduous in his ate 
tentions to me—made me many Vilits 
at my houfe, and many invitations 
to his own, when I was at the feat 
of government, and wrote me many 
letters when I was abfent from it. 
I have alfo an indillintt idea of his 
writing me a !etter before yout em- 
barkation for Europe, exprefling a 
great anxiety, that an interview 
fhould take place, between you and 
me, before you fhould depart, and 
an opinion, that it wou!d be in my 
power to communicate to you fome 
ufeful information and advice, rela~ 
tive to the fubjeft of your million. 
As I knew of nothing that could 
make it necellary for you to take : 
journey to Quincy, or for me tog 
to Philadelphia,it is probable I wro 
him fomething like the letter #! 
is publifhed, This however 
been manifeftly either fo care’ 
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faQures cannot hive, much _lefs 
thrive, without honor, fidelity, 
punduality, public and private faith, 

a facred re{pect to property, and the 
sad obligation of promifes and 
contratts, virtues and habits which 
never did, and never will generally 
prevailin any populous nation, with- 
out a decifive, as well as an intellis 
gent and honeft government. The 
icience of political ceconomy is but 
a late fludy, and is not yet generally 
underilood amony us, Tl hough I 
have. read moft of the authors of re- 
putation on the fubjett, both among 
the French and Englith, I pretend 
not to have digetted any thing rela— 
tive to If, wiih tbe precifion of a 
mafler. But to me it appears, that 
the general interelt of agrreulture in 
particular, 2s well as of the nation 
in general, will be promoted by a 
dife eet and judicivus encouragement, 
of monufattures, and thatit is only 
the land-jobber, who can be bene- 
fited in the rapid rife of his mono— 
poly, by drawing every labouring 
hand into the wildernefs to fell trees. 

The continual acceflon of fo- 
reigners will endanger and deftroy 
our peace, if we know not how to 
govern them. They will moreover 
corrupt our eleftions, end tearus to 
pleces, Sufficient to the dey, ho®- 
ever, is its own evil, andin that day 
and hour it always “hss been, and I 
doubt not, always wil! be given us 
to provide againfl its dangers. 

Remember me aflefionately to 
all friends, and believe me to be, 

Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) 
JOHN ADAMS. 

Mr. Coxe. 

Lancafler,in Pennfylvania, fs. 

On the oth day of Odober, 1800, 
perfonaliy appeared betore me, Ja- 
cob Carpenter, stanine one of the 
juftices of the peace for the county 


aforefaid, the underfigned Frederick 
Auguflus Muhlenberg, formerly 


fpeaker of the houfe of reprefenta- — 


tives of the United States; and, 


being firft duly fworn, doth declate ‘ 


and fay, that Tench Coxe exhibited 
to him, after the publication of Tho- 
mas Pinckney, the preceding origt 
nal letter of Mr. Adams, formerl 

Vice Prefident ofthe United States, 
and: now Prefident thereof ; that he 
never before ¢aw that letter ; that 
the hand-writing of Mr. Adams is 
well known to this déponent ; that 
the whole of the faid letter, includ 


ing the figneture end addrefs, are in- 
the band-writing of Mr. Adame as 


forefaid. 

FRED. A, MUHLENBERG. 
Sworn and /ubjcribed before 

jJacos Carpenrer, 
Lancafter in Penn/ylvania, fl. 

On the 8th day of Odébober, 
1800, before me, Jacob Carpenter, 
efqvire, one of the juftices of the 
peace for the county aforefaid, per- 
fonally came the underfigned Tench 
Coxe, formerly commiflioner of the 
revenue in the department of the 
Treafury of the United States, and, 
at this time, fecretary of the land- 
office of Pennfylvania : who bein 
fr duly fworn, did declare and 
fav, that the original letter, to which 
this affidavit is annexed, was by him 
received in the year 1792; that it 
is altogether in the writing of John 
Adams, efquire, at the date thereof 
vice-prefident of the United States ; 
that he furnifhed a copy thereof to 
the attorneys and counfellors of Mr. 
William Duane, (upon their perfo- 
nal and written applications, and a 
notice that he would be ciied) for 
their ufe, in a trial between the U- 
nited States, and the faid Mr. Du- 
ane ; thaton the difcontinuance of 
that trial, he endeavored, by appli- 
cation, to recover the loaned Copy i 
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but was informed that copies had 
been made, and paffed into other 
hands by the defendant ; thathe has 
been informed that a copy inferted 
in the Aurora, was taken from the 
copy loaned, or from one of the 
tran{cripts thereof ; that he had no 
knowledge of the perfon who had 
taken, or received thofe tranf{cripts, 
or copies, till he faw the difpofition 
of them in the Aurora: and par- 
ticularly, that he never communi- 
cated the contents of the {aid letter 
to general Charles Cotefworth 
Pinckney, or to Thomas Pinckney, 
efq. or to any perfon that was or 


could be fuppofed to be meant or 


intended in the aforefaid letter, 
_. TENCH COXE, 
Sworn before me, 
jJacos CARPENTER, 


—, 


Lancafter county, ff. 

On the 10th day of Oober, in 
the year of our lord one thoufand 
eight hundred, before me Jacob 
Carpenter, ajuftice of the peace for 
the county aforefaid, perfonally ap- 
peared William Barton, prothono- 
tory of the faid county ; who be. 
ing duly fworn, did depofe and fay, 


“that he has feveral times feen the lig- 


nature of John Adams, prefident 
of the United States; that he is {a- 
tisfied, that the name ‘** John A- 
dams,”’ fub{cribed to a letter, dated 
* Ouincy, May , 1792,” and ad- 
drefled to ‘* Mr. Coxe,”’ (which let- 
ter is hereunto annexed*) is the 
hand-writing of the faid prefident 
of the Untied States; that the body 
of the letter appears to be written 
by the fame hand ; and, that the con- 
dition of the paper and appearence 
ofthe ink,independently of any other 
Circumitance, would induce this de- 
ponent to believe, that the faid let- 
ter has been written feveral years, 
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Farther he (this deponent) faith not. 


W. BARTON, 
Sworn, the day 
and year firft 
above ment. 
oned, before 
m2. jacos CARPENTER, 





Litter from JOHN ADAMS 
to THOMAS PINCKNEY, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 27, 1800. 


DEAR SIR, 

It was only on yefterday, that I 
received the letter you did me the 
honor to write me, on the 16th of 
September. For the friendly and 
refpettful ftyle in which it is write 
ten, | pray you to accept of my 
hearty thanks, and you fhall receive 
in my anf{wer all the fatisfaction in 
my power to give you. 

Of the letter which is publifhed in 
my name,I have no copy or any patii- 
cular recollegtion. In general, I re- 
member,that when Mr.Cox was aliifle 
ant to the Secretary of the Tresiu- 
ty, he was very afliduous in his ate 
tentions to me—made me many vilits 
at my houfe, and many invitations 
to his own, when I was at the feat 
of government, and wrote me many 
letters when I was abfent from tt. 
I have alfo an indiflintt idea of his 
writing me a !etter before yout em- 
barkation for Europe, exprefling a 
great anxiety, that an interview 
fhould take place, between you and 
me, before you fhould depart, and 
an opinion, that it would be in my 

ower to communicate to you fome 
ufeful information and advice, rela— 
tive to the fubjeét of your mifhon. 
As I knew of nothing that could 
make it necellary for you to take a 
journey to Quincy, or for me to go 
to Philadelphia,tt 1s probable I wrote 
him fomething like the letter that 
is publifhed. This however has 
been manifeftly either fo carelefsly 
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copied, or unfaithfully printed, that 
I muft refer to the original letter, 
which, if it is in my hand-writing, 
will be eafily known. 

it may not be eafy for me to give 
youa clear idea of the fituation I 
was in, when that letter was written, 
In order to accomplifh this neceflary 
purpofe, as well as I can, it muft be 
obferved, that in May 1792, 1t was 
my misfortune to be wholly unac- 
quainted with all the gen'lemen who 
bear the name of Pinckney. I had 
never feen one of them in my life, as 
I can recolle&, and knew not that 
there were more thantwo, When I 
heard of your appointment, I recol- 
lef&ted the converfation with the 
Marquis of Carmarthen, now duke 
of Leeds, and imagined it probable, 
that his lerdfhip might have intimat- 
ed dire@ily or indireétly to fome one 
near the prefident, that one of the 
Mr, Pinckneys would be agreeable 
at court. I never had an idea of 
any other influence than that, which 
is very common in Europe, when 
one government caufes intimations 
to be given to another, that the ap- 
pointment of fome particular gen- 
tleman would be agreeable. And I 
now believe, that my fufpicion of e- 
ven that kind of influence was whol- 
ly unfounded in reality though it had 
then fome color in appearance, ihe 
other infinuation, concerning the 
Pinckney family, had no other 
foundation than this: When I re- 
ceived my commiflion to the Court 
of St. James’s, I obferved in it a hi- 
mitation to three years. As 1 did 
not recolle& any example of this 
before, 1 was at a lofs for the reafon 
of it, but as I did not intend at that 
time to remain in Europe, even fo 
Jong atime as three years, I thought 
very little of it, until afierwards on 
my arrival in Londonin 1785, I re- 
ceived information without inquiry, 
that Mr. Pinckney, a member of 
Congrefs from South-Carolina had 
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faid-that, ** the limitation ta three 
‘¢ years lad been inferted in my 


*¢ commillion for the purpofe “es 


‘© ting rid of me ; that the miffion 
‘6 to London was too good a 
‘¢ thing for me ; and that the in- 
** tention was, as foon as I could be 
‘© removed, to fend a Mr. Pinckney 
‘© of Soutk-Carolina in my room,” 
When I heard of a Mr, Pinckney’s 
appointment, this London informa- 
tion came into my mind, and divert. 
ed me, becaufe I fuppofed Mr. Pinck. 
ney after eight years had carried his 
point, and occafioned the fentiment 
expreffed in the letter, which, from 
the fportive, playful, carelefs air of 
it throughout, muff be eafily percei- 
ved to have been confidential, Ie 
may be eafily afcertained, who was 
the Mr, Pinckney, who was 3 mem- 
ber of Congrefs in 1784 or 1785, 
when my commiffion was granted, 
and dated,and when the limitation 
to three years was-inferted, 

On this occafion,it is but juftice & 
duty in me to declare, that 1 have 
not at this time the {malleft reafon te 
believe or ifufpett, that you or your 
brotherever folicited any appointment 
under government abroad or at home, 
that the whole conduct of both as far 
as ithas came to my knowledge,(andf 
have had confiderable opportunities 
to know the condué of both fince 
1792) has fhown minds candid, able 
and independent, wholly free from 


any kind of influence from Britain ° 


and from any improper bias in favor 
of that country or any other ; and that 
both have rendered, with honor and 
dignity to themfelves, great and im- 
portant fervices to our country. 
And I will add in the fincerity of my 
heart,that I know of no two gentlemen 
whofe characters and conduét are more 
deferving of confidence. 

I cannot conclude without obferv- 
ing, that we are fallen onevil times ; 
on evil times indeed are we fallen, 
if every private converfation is imme- 
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diately to be betrayed and mifre— 
prefented in themewfpapers, and if 
every frivolous and’ confidential let. 
ter is to be dragged by the hand of 


‘qreachery from its oblivion of eight 


years, and publifhed by malice and 
revenge, fur the purpofe of making 
mifchief. 1 am, Sir, with great 
truth and regard, 


( 25% ) 

Your friend and himble fervant, 

JOHN ADAMS. 
The Hon. Thomas Pinck. 

ney, efq. Charlefion, 

South-Carolina. 

As your letter has been fo long 
on its way tome, I fhall publifk 
this anfwer* immediately, which I 
hope you wiil excufei 


i ee 


VIEWS, &c. (Continued from page 252.) 


THE preceding view of the pub- 
lic debt fhows only the final refult 
of the financial operations of gov- 
ernment, The operations them- 
felves will appear more clearly from 
an examination of the refources en- 
joyed by adminiffration, and of the 
manner, in which thefe have been 
applied. Hence an inveftigation of 
the receipts and expendures of the 
United States is more important 
than a detached view of the debt it- 
felf. And chis will afford, at the 
fame time, means of afcertainiog the 
correétnefs, not of the tiie.“ 
but of the details of the preeeding 
ftatements; 

There afe two modes of afcer- 
taining the progrefs or diminution 
of the public debt dusing any given 
period. The firft, which has been 
puriued by the Committee, and in 
the preceding pages, confifls in com- 
paring the amourit of debt at the 
commencement & end of the period 
telpeftively. The fecond, which 
may be deduced from a view of the 


receipts and expenditures, confifts id 
cofeparing the amount of debt re- 
fpeftively incurted and extinguifh- 
ed during the fame period. And if 
the fame principles are purfued in 
both modes, the refule muft be thé 
fame in both, provided no miftake 
has been made in the details, 

The flatements tranfmitted by the 
treafury department to the Com- 
mittee, in relation to that objeA, ex- 
nibit the receipts in the treafury & 
the expenditures by the treafury 
diftin&tly from thofe in Holland : 
but as the receipts in the treafury 
confit in part of monies drawn from 
Holland and the receipts in Holland 
in part of monies remitted from A- 
merica, the aggregate amount of 
receipts and expenditures in Ame- 
rica and Holland, does not fhew the 
true amount of the receipts and ex= 
penditures of the United States. 
The following alterations in thofe 
flatements are neceflary in order to 
exhibit a correét amount of thofe res 
ceipts and expenditures. 


From both receipts and expenditures muft be deducted. 
I. From the amount of receipts in Holland and ag 


in America, monies remitted from America to 


viland 5,621,660 16 


% From the amount of receipts in America and of ex- 
penditures in Helland, monies drawn from Holland to 


America, ‘ : 
J 


2,808,941 of 


° 3 
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{ 258 ) VIEWS OF THE : 
3. From do, monics repaid to the purchafers of fix pet , f 

cent ftock in Hollond, being part of intereft received on c 

the fame in America ; . : "so. 4y226 54 J 
4. From the emount of receipts and expenditures in Amee 

rica, the amount of bills drawn on Holland, and after- a 

wards cancelled, the fame being a nominal tranfaftion 2,000,000 a 


| 5- From the amount of receipts and expenditures in Hol- 
ei land, monies remitted from America to Holland for the 


— 


+H ufe of the war and diplomatic departments, and charged, 
7 in the amount of expenditures in America, to the pro- 
ptr departments ; ‘ . : » 37,031 89 tp 
6. from do, monies loft on bills of exchange and dedufted 
from the amount gained on other bills ° . 14,874 85 
W— -— 





i Total dedufions 10,495,734 40 











As given by the Secretary of the Treafury makes a fum of 93,843,423 of 
From which deduéting the amount of deductions as per above 10,496,734 40 











Leaves the amount cf receipts as fated in flatement No. 2, 
here aanexed ° : : $3,946,688 61 





4 To both receipts and expenditures muft be added. — ] 
4 . HA | 1, Monies remaining in hands of the fate Paymafter at the 
4) Ba \ commencement of the prefent government, palfled to the 
be Aa | account of the war department é e ° 107,605 07 
te 2» Sale of war Hores to France, expended in paying th 
i principal of the public debt ‘ ° ; ° 8,962 
ce iat 3. Amount of ‘he Navy loan, confifling of the coft of thips 
ie i | of war built by private fubfeription, and paid to the 
at Bei fubicribers in fix per cent ftock, pafled to the account of | 
Bi ys 4 if of Navy expenditures : ‘ r : » 929,200 : 
} @ 4. Profits on bills of Exchange remitted from Holland to 
Tite i ' France and Spain, pafled to the account of monies ex 
ia? | pended in paying the intereft onthe public debt =, 380,772 51 
ia | a 
i ! : 1,426,539 58 
i) Which amount added to the aggregate of receipts in Hol- 
B land and America ‘ . . ° 92,416,883 43 
> ; 


The following tranfpofitions is#'fo made in fMatemen} hereunto ans 
nexed No. 3, v?2. : 

‘Lhe following fums which in the flatement of the Secretary 
of the Treafury, are clafled under the head of expenditures for 
interelt of the debt, are here ftated, as thev ultimately were, as part of 
the monies applied towards the payment of the principal of the debt, to wit. 

1. A fam of dolls.'226,608 70, being the intereff which accrued 
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\ till May, 1795 on the debt purehafed by the Commiflioners of the finking 
| : fund. That fum was paid as intereft by the treafury, to the Commiflion- 
: ers, and applied by them to the purchafe of the public debr. 
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2. A fum of dolls, 5,437 93, being the difference between 39,005 
dollars and 80 cents ftated, by the treafury flatement, to have been paid 
for intereft on the debt due to foreign officers, and 33,657 dollars and 87 
cents, the whole*amount of intereft which accrued on that debt after the 


year 1789. 


From thofe ftatements of receipts and expenditures No. 2, and 3 here- 
unto annexed, it appears that the whole receipts of the prefent govern- 


ment, from its commencement have been from— 


Old debts received ‘ : 302,667 13 


Loans. . : ° 25,975,795 50 
Sales of Bank flock = . 1,384,260 


Sales of Land 3 4 ‘ °« 100,339 84 


Revenue ‘ ° . §45242,213 54 
Sundries ° : ° e 1,541,482 54 
i ww = 83,346,688 61 





* And that the expenditures for the fame period, have been for 
Payments of principal of the debt 20,654,847 30 
Subf{cription to the Bank of the U. States 2,000,000 
Intereft on the public debt ° ‘ 27,559:430 35 
Military eflablifhment, including land end 
navy , ; 21,286,420 84 
Civil domeflic eflablifhment, including ci- 
vil lift and mifcellaneous expences 6.324,626 95 
Intercourfe with foreign nations . 2,810,539 66 





80,635,865 10 
Leaving for balance unexpended, viz. | 
Cath in treafur 2,161,867 647 Lae a 
Remittances to Holland 548,955 34 97 40,023 51 
Lt 
$3,346,688 64 





b = eg 





The nominal increafe of debt during that period may be deduced from 
thofe fletements on the fame principles already explained, in the manner 
following. 

The monies applied to the payment of principal of the 

debt, are ftated at ‘ . ; 20,654,847 30 

From which deduting the amount of debts difcharged be- 


fore 1790 . . . . ° 153927 13 
Aa poy Nec gested 

Leaves for the true amount of monies applied to the reduc- 
tion of the debt afier 1st Jan. 1790 ° 20,638,920 17 


To which fum the following additions muft be made, 
1, Part of that fum, to witt, dolls. 1.619 
281 24 were applied to purcha/es of the 
public debt ; the amount purchafed was 
dolls, 2,307,661 71; the excefs of debt 
purchafed beyond the monies applied to 
purchafes is : : . 688,380 47 
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i 
H 2, Exclufively of the receipts in fpecie into 3 
| the treafury, payments have been made 
direftly in evidences of public debt, viz 
for lands fold, dolls. 14,005 93 ; in pay- 
ment of old debts, dollars 24,091 31 $ tl 
} and commutation returned by {undry ofh- 7 | h 
iit cers, in order to be placed on the penfion : - tf 
| lift, dolls, 32,873.71, amounting altoge- : é a 
' j ther to e e e 703970 95 th 
ft | g. The Bank thases ftill owned by the U- a 
ay ' nited States, at 2 r cent, advance 1,1 1@,000 . 
: eee , — 1,869,351 48 | fa 
f Total amount of debt extinguifhed from 1 a re 3 
Bi. Jan. 1790to 3st Jan. 1800, confidering t 
|, - oe the Bank fhares owned by United States, de 
i as equivalent to a debt extinguifhed 22,508,278 59 Pp 
_ 2eee The monies received on !oan are fated at 9517759795 5@ er 
| | De To which muft be added, 2 
4) 1. The difference between the nominal ae th 
; : ih i mount of fix per cent flock iffued in 1796, he 
| i A ii viz. 80,000 dollars, and the amount of re 
it fig money for which the fame was feld, viz. of 
a Hi 70,000 dollars e ° ° : 10,000@ * be 
‘ay 2. The intereft which accrued after 1st Jan, de 
ope Ho 1790, on the domeftic and affumed debt, 
4 and was funded inftead of being paid 4,184,740 9r th 
+n : | g. The debts affumed for debtor ftates be- 7 ’ 
ap ae yond their propertion +; + + — 2,000,000 PI 
om a~————-—— 6,194 740 gt fa 
ie Total amount of debt incurred from 1st Jan. 1790, to Ist : 
- 2 Jan. 1800. rsa. +, 343970536 47 f # 
~ From’ which deduéting the amount of debt extinguifhed ar 
a : per above ; ; ; » © 22,508,071 59 q 
a° : . y 
es 3 Leaves for the nominal increafe of debt during that pe-) * ch 
ve 3 riod, {being the fame amount hetreofore deduced from 62.264 88 ov 
i nie a view of the amount of debt exiting at the com- 91492,204 ih 
She } mencement and end of the period.) ca 
Be al The Statement No. 4, exhibits a comparative yiew of the debt incurred fr 
ae and extinguifhed to the ift day of Jan. 1800 ; by which it appears, 2d 
: a. That the nominal increafe of debt from ist Jan. 1790, ne 
to ist Jan, 1796, amounted to dollars ° \ 8,552,978 5¢@ nu 
; Which fum confifted of three items, viz. _ “ 
Lotereft accrued & funded inftead of being paid 4,184,740 91 fo 
State debts aflumed for debtor flates beyond th 
. their proportion ; 2,000,000 in 


Excefs of expenditures beyond the receipts 2,368,237 68 








: i) g. That there was a nominal decrea/e of debt from 1st Jan. 
7 ¥790 to ast Jan. 1799, amounting to é © 318741524 74 1. 


een 
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3. And that the debé increafed during the year 1799, by a 


fum of ‘ ‘ e ° ¢ 4,783,81 i ©3 





It is believed, that thofe different views of the fubjef, all agreeing in 
their refult, afford fufficient proof of the corre&tnefs of the details, and ex- 
hibit all the fa&sin fuch a manner as to put it in the power of every atten- 
tive reader, to diftinguifh and form a judgment on every queflion on which 
a difference of opinion does exift, The next important confideration is 
that of the true amount of monies colletted from the people, and of their 
a. 

t appears by the ftatement of receipts No. 2, that the monies received 
for balances of old accounts, loans, and fales ef Bank ftock and land, to- 
ether with the profits on exchange, amount to dolls. 27,977,382. gi. If 
tom that fum are dedufted, the monies applied to the reduction of the 
deb, and to the fubfcription to the Bank, and the balance remaining unex- 
pended on the 1st Jan. 1800, either in America or in Holland, which fev- 
eral items are ftated in ftatement of expenditures No. 3, to amount to dolls. 
25,365,670. 81 : the balance, amounting to dolls. 2,611,711. 50, added to 
the whole amount of monies collefed from the people, will be found to 
have difcharged the whole current expenditure of the nation. The cur- 
rent expenditure has, therefore, exceeded the ordinary revenue by a fum 
of 2,611,711 dollars and 50 cents ; although that current expenditure has 
been diminifhed by funding, inftead of difcharging intereft on the publi¢ 
debt to the amount of dollars 4,184,740. 91. 

The whole of the current expenditure for intereft on the public debt and 
the military, civil and foreign expenfes, by ftatement No. 3, appears to be 
57,981,017 dollars, 80 cents : and the amount of ‘‘ revenue and fundries,” 
by flatement No. 2, appears to be 55,369,306 dollars 30 cents ; which 
added to the balance above flated, of 2,611,711. 50, confliute hkewife aw 
egpregate of 57,981,017 dollars and So cents. Buz thefe fums are only an 
apparent and got the true amount of the monies colleéted from the people, 
and of the current expenditure, For, 1s, the amount. of ‘ fundries,” 
confifls principally of repayments, which ought to be deducted, refp Alive- 
ly, from the expenditure of that department to which they were originally 
charged ; and of intereft received, either as dividends on the Bank fhares 
owned by the United States, or on flock of the public debt purchafed from 
ihe Bank of the United States and remitted to Europe; in both which 
cafes it may properly be confidered as an offset againft, and be dedutled 
from the amount of intereft paid by the United States cn the pubjic debe. 
edly, Some fimilar dedu€tions muft be made from the amount of * mifcella- 
neous expenfes,” in flatement No,.g 3dly, The apparent amount of reve- 
nue, includes only the monies paid in the treafury, and mot the expences of 
tolleftion ; which are retained by the feveral colleftors and fupervifors, but 
form, neverthelefs, a part of the monies colleéted from the people, and of 
the current expenditure. And, 4thly, the fums collected, but not yet paid 
in the treafury, by the colletors of revenue, fhould alfo be noticed, 

I, The item denom nated * fundries,” in the fiatement of receipts No, 
2, confills of the following items, viz. 

To be dedufed from the payment for intereft on the public debt, 

1. The amount of divide:ds received on 


the Bank ftock ° ’ . 90!,920 
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4, IntereQ received for fix per cent. flock 
from the time when it was pareenes until 
it was fold, after dedufting that intereft 
which was allowed and paid to the pure 
chafersin Europe R 112,048 46 . 
g. Repayment by Committee of Tag in 1799 1,458 48 
WY 1,015,426 9% 
To be deduéted from the payments me the civil lift, 
The amount of fines and penalties for crimes, (the expences 
of profecution for offences, (others than breaches of the 
revenue laws,bzing included ia the civil lift. of expenditure) '4,646 5 
To be deduted from the payments for the land, military or war depart. 
meni. 


a. The proceeds of fales of arms to France 8,962 
2. do. of do. to S. Carolina 43240: 
3: Repayments fay . e - e 13 §9 


4. Sums vepaidon account of monies advan- 
ced to difcharge certain arrearages to the 
Jate Marylan? line, and /uppo/ed to have 
been originally included in the expences of 











the war cepariment, . " ° 5,394 57 
18,610 oF 
To be deduéted from the payments for the navg¢l department, 
1. Repay ment . : ‘ 17% 59 ° 
a. Sales of French armed somen captured 
by the navy of the Uniied State ° e 12,549 24 
12,721 8¢ 
To be dedu@ed from the mifcellaneous expenies. 
1, Repayment on accountof indian department 12,942 77 
Qo Repay ment from the agents for light-houfes 924 11 
3. Amount of cents and half cents coimed at the 
Mint . . 2 ° e 48,041 42 
62,908 3e 
To be dedufted. from the expenfes for intercourfe with foreign nations. 
A. repayment by a public minilier in Holland . m 20 


To be dedutted from the expenfes for the coliefion of duties, which ex- 
penfes fhail be hereafter fated. 
1. Sale of revenue cuticrs, the expenfe of 

thofe cutters being geuerally included in 





thofe of collettion 4 j ‘ . 1,303 
¢. Forfeitures for breaches of revenue law in : 
799 : ‘ . . - 125342 31 
me | 135735 3! 
Amount of profit on notes and remittances, to 
be added to the above Rated balance of 25611,711. 50, 
which balance includes other fimilar profits ° ‘ . 23 82 








Total amount of the item ¢¢ Sundries’ in Statement No. 2 1,127,092 76 
rene nana 
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II, The following items, part of the fum of dolls. 2,059,211. 61, flated 
asthe amount of mifcellaneous expenfes, ought to be deduéted from the 
nett receipts of revenue, being principally expenfes of colleRion, 

__ Part of the expenfes of colle€tion of duties on imports. 
1. Payment of demands for unclaimed merchandize 763 28 





a. Payments for building revenue cutters 623 02 1,386 30 

Purchafe of vellum, &c. for Ramp duty, being part of the 
expenfe of collefion of internal duties . é ‘ 3,083 60 
ans 4.409 90 


There may be fome other expenfes of the fame nattre, amony{t fome of 
the items that conftitute that atticle of the mifcellancous expentes, & whi h 
fhould alfo be dedufled from th® nett amomnt of revenue or added to the 
expenfes of colleftion ; but as they are not diflinguifkable in the (latements 
annexed to the report of the Commit‘ec, they fhall not be noticed. {t will, 
however, in this place, be proper to fate, thar in the amount of dollars, 
$92,905. 76 flated as the civil lift expenétture for 1799, are included 
159,076 doilars and Io cents expended for the valuation of lands and 
dwelling houfes, end which ought in the prefent view of the fubjeét rather 
tobe placed under the headof ‘ expenfcs of colletion,” than as part of the 
civil lift expenfes. 

Ill. The apparent amount of revenue as ftated in flatement No. 3, and 
amounting to dolls. 54,2 }2,213. 54, confifls cf the following items, as 
fated by the Secretary of the Trea‘ury. 


Duties on imports and tonnage : 50,321,525 77 
Internal duties, ; > 3,637,768 93 
Poltage of letters . A 280,808 34 
Fees on patents . . ; 7,110 





54:242:213 54 





In that amount of internal duties are included the drawbacks paid on 
the exportetion of dometlic diffilled {pirits, refined fugar and f{nufi, or ra- 
thet as much of thofe drawbacks gs are returned to the exporter on account 
of the duty of the manufafiurer, As thofe drawbacks are paid by the 
colleors of duties on imports and tonnage, they diminifh fo far the pay- 
ments made by thofe colleftors in the treafury, which conftixute the appa- 
tent receipts from thofe duties, The emount of thofe drawbacks fhould 
therefore be dedufted trom the amount of internal duties and added to the 
amount of duties on imports and tonnage. 

The total amount of drawbecks The total amount 
paid to the end of ’98, on exported of drawbacks paid to 
domeftic diflilled fpirits, is lated by the end of ’93.0n ex- 
the treafury department at dollars ported refiwed fugar, 

547,099. 47, and fuppofing the is flated at 39,681.71, 

tawbacks for ’9q equal to thofe of and including thofe 
‘98, the whole amount of drawbacks paid during "99, may 
on fpirits to the 1ff Jan. 1800, may be eflimated at 42,008 
be flated at 59@,000. 
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~The amount of 
drawbacks paid onex- 
ported fnuff is about 21,006 





Altogether 654,000 





But as the dtawback on fpirits, 
includes not only feven cents per 
gallon returned as the duty on the 
mhanufatture, but alfo a duty which 
has varied from g to 4 cents per gal- 
lon, returned as the duty laid on the 
importation of molaffes ; and as the 
dtawback on refined fugar is alfo, in 
part on account of the duty of 2 
cents per pound on the manufacture, 
and in part on account of the duty 
on brown {ugar imported, it is ne- 
ceflary to make the proper deduct- 
ions from the total amountof draw- 
backs, as paid at the Cuflom Houfes ; 
and it will be found that the true 
amount of drawbacks, paid on thofe 
articles, folely on account of, and 
returned as the amount of the inter- 
nal duty laid on the manufaQure is— 
for fpirits 447,000 dollars, for re- 
fined fugar 17,000 dollars, and fot 
{nuff 21,000 dollars, alcogether 
485,000 dolars; which fum de- 
dutted from the apparent amount of 
internal duties, and added to the ap- 
patent amount of duties on imports 
and tonnage, will make the amount 
ef imports and tonnage 

§0,806,525 77 
And the amount of 


iaternal duties 3,147,768 93 





To thefe fums thus corrected it is 
neceflary to add the expenfes of col- 
lection. 

The expenfes of colleétion, paid 
out of the revenue, on the duties on 
imports and tonnage, from the com- 
mencement of the prefent govern- 
ment to the ist fan. 1799, amount 
to 2,088,153. 34. Valuing thofe 
for 1799 at about the average of 
thofe of ’97 and’o8, v7z. dolls. 361, 
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846. 66, will give for the whole 
%,450,000 dollars, In addition to 
thefe, the officers receive fees paid 
by individuals, and which, although 
they are not brought in the general 
account of renenue, are not lefs moe 
nies collefted from the people, and a 


part of the expences of colieétion, — 


The whole amount of fees received 
by the colleéors has never, it is bee 
lieved, been ftated ; but that of fes 
veral years has been flated to Con- 
grefs, The fers received during ’o8 
amounted to 101,000 dollars, and 
by comparing the amount of feveral 
years, it appears probable that they 
amount to about one and one half 
per cent. of the whole amount of 
monies paid for thofe duties in the 
tteafury, or to about 760,000 dole 
lars from the commencement of the 
prefent government, to the ist Jan, 
1800. The whole of the expenfes 
of colleétion of thofe duties may, 
therefore, be computed at 3,210,000, 
which is about fix and one third per 
cent. on the total amount of nett re- 
ceipts in the treafury, or fomething 
lefs than fix per cent. on the aniount 
of monies colleéted from the people, 
on account of thofe duties. 

The receipts from the duties in 
’98 were 7,106,061. 93; and add- 
ing the drawbacks on fpiriis, refined 
fugar and fouff, amounted to 4,137 
976. 54- For that year the expen- 
fes of colle@ion paid out of the re- 
venue were dollars 376 063. 43, and 
the fees 101,000 dallars, in all 477; 
@00, or near fix and two thirdé 
per cent. on the nett receipts in the 
treafury. 

The expenfes of colle@ion on the 
internal duties are eflimated by thé 
Secretary of the Treafury to have 
amounted, from their commences 
ment to the clofe of the year 1798, 
to dollars 602.080. 26. Thofe fof 
the year 1799-cannot have been fat 
from 150,000 dollaes, ‘Phe gro’ 
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awpount of the emoluments of the 
officers for the year ’98, exclufive'y 
of the contingent expences, (valued 


at 10,000 dollars) amounted to dol- 


lars 125,781. 76, and their falaries 
and compentations were larger in 
‘ogthan in’g8. The total amount 
ot expenfes of colletiion for that 
clafs of duties may, therefore, be 
eflimated to the ast Jan. 1800 at 
450,000 dollars, being almoft 24 
per cent. on the nett receipts in the 
treafury during the fame period, or 
about 19 and 5 per cent, on the a 
mount of monies colleéted from the 
people on account of thofe duties. 

The total amount of expenfes of 
colleétion for both claffes of duties 
may, therefore, be eflimated at 
9,960,000 dollars. 

IV. The monies received by the 
feveral colleétors and fupervifors, 
and not yet paid into the treafury, 
are either afcertained by a fettlement 
of accounts, or yet unknown and 
depending on a future fettlement of 
accounts. 

It appears that on the 1st Jan. 
#799 the balances due by the col- 
leftors of the cuftoms, and afcertain- 
ed to confilt of cafh in hand,amount- 
ed to dolls. 888,368. 64. On the 
fame day there was a fum of 1,428 
948. 58, flated to be nominally due 
by colleétors, but confifling partly 
of duties uncoliefied, and partly of 
eafh in hand. Suppofing the cafh in 
hand to have borne the fame pro- 
portion to the whole fum, which the 
afcertained fum of dolls.888, 368. 64 
bore to the grofs amount of uncol- 
Je€ted duties and cafh in hand charg- 
ed to the collectors who owed the 
faid afcertained fums, that cafh in 
hand (part of the above fum of dolls. 
1,428,948. 58) muft have amount- 
ed to fomething more than 123,000 
dollars. The cath in hands of col- 
leftors of cuftoms may, therefore, be 
¢iimated to have been on 1st Jan. 
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1499 about one million of dollars. 

Lhe flatement from which thofe 
fums are extratted, was laid before 
Congrefs in April-May 1800; and 
was probably completed by the 
treafury department in March 1800. 
It exhibits the names of one hun- 
dred and one colle@ors ; the accounts 
of ninety-four were fettled at that 
time, (March 1800) to the clofe of 
*98, and only feven were not fettled 
tothat day. Of thofe feven, three 
were colleftors not in office. The 
balances flated to be due by the other 
four, were due on the days to which 
their accounts were fettled (31fl 
Dec. ’97, and goth June, ’98) and 
might be fomething more or lefs on 
the gift Dec. *98. The difference 
could not, however, materially 
change the refult. Of the afcertain- 
ed fum of 888,968 dollars and 64 
cents in hands of colleétors on the 
Ist Jan. 1799 ; 221,538 dollars and 
Q cents were due by eighteen date 
colle&ors, fixteen of whom, had, on 
that day. been more than one year 
out of office, 

The accounts of the fupervifors 
of the internal revenues, are far 
from being fettled in as fatisfaGtory 
manner, as even thofe of the col- 
leftors, 

By the fame Ratement, it appears, 
that on the ast Jan. 1799, there was 
a fum due by fupervifors out of of- 
fice, amountiug to 31,183 dollars 
and 24 cents: that at the time when 
the flatement was completed (March 
1800) the accounts of eight fuper- 
vifors in office, were fettled to the 
clofe of ’98; the cafh in hand, of 
thofe eight officers. amounting on 
that day to dolls. 99,518. 20; that 
at the fame time, (March 1800) 
the accounts of fix other fupervifors 
were fettled, either to the goth Jure 
’97, the g1ft Dec. ’97, or the 30th 
June ’98, that the cath in hand, o€ 
hive of thefe laft {upervifors,amount- 
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edto 114,340 dollars and 72 cents, 
at the time refpeétively when their 
accounts were fettled ; a fum which 
may have increafed or diminifhed 
fince that time ; that the uncollected 
duties, and cafh in hand (both blend- 
ed together) charged to the fixth, a- 
mounted to 108,027. 26 on the 
goth June ’97, date of the fenlement 
of his account—and that the ac- 
counts of the two other fupervifors, 
(Pennfylvania, Kentuckey and N. 
W. Tertitory) have never yet been 
fettled, From thofe data, itis im- 
poffible to afcertain with precifion 
the monies in hands of the fupervi- 
fors; and it mult be added that 
there are alfo fums of money in the 
hands of the colleftors of the inter- 
nal revenues, which are not afcer- 
tained. This points out one of the 
principal caufes, why the accounts 
of the fupervifors are not fettled as 
punétually as thofe of the collectors 
of cuftoms, Thofe have only to 
fettle each their refpeftive accounts; 
but the fupervifors having | under 
them infpeftors and colleftors of the 
internal revenues, the unfettled ac- 
counts of any one of thofe colleétors 
is fufficient to prevent the final fet- 
tlement of the accounts of the fuper- 
vifor. 

In one of the flatements (No. 8) 
annexed to the report of the Com- 
mittee, the balances in hands of the 
colle@ors of cuftoms, at the clofe of 
"995 are {tated at only 447,296 dol- 
lars and «7 cents; and thofe in 
hands of the fupervifors, at the fame 
date, at 84,951 dollars and 64 cents. 
That account can be reconciled with 
the preceding on three fuppcfitions 
— either that inthe accounts of re- 
ceipts and expenditures from which 
the preceding fas are extratted, the 
amount of duties a@ually due, but 
not yet paid, are corfitered as cath 
in the hands of coile@orseeor that 
the balances had been confiderabiy 


diminifhed by*payments during the © 
year 99—or that the ftatement, an- 


nexed to the report of the Commit- — 
tee, exhibits only the fums pofitive. 
ly known to be fubje& to the dif 
pofal of the treafury, excluding all 


{ums not afivally fettled, and alithofe 


which, on account of infolvency 
of officers of the revenuc, or cf o- 
ther circumflances caufing a delay, 
could not immediately be received 
in the treafury. 

Although, therefore, it is proba. 
ble that an amount of about 1,400, 
ooo dollars has been colleéted from 
the people, over and above the re. 
ceipts in the treafury, and expenfes 
of colle&tion, as it is dificult to af- 
certain with any degree of precifion 
the real amount, as the objeé& of this 
enquiry is, principally to fhow the 
application of the monies colle&ed 
trom the people, and as the amount 
in the hands of the officers of the 
revenue, whatever it may be, is yet 
unexpended, it may be omitted in 
the prefent view of the fubjea. 

From thofe data is deduéted the 
following flatement of the amount 
of monies colle&ted from the people, 
and of their application, The only 
part of that flatement, grounded on 
eflimate, is that which relates to the 
expenfes of coileétion, and as thofe 
expenfes are added, both to the a- 
mount of monies collefted, and to 
that of expenditure, any miflake 
there affeéts not any other refult. 
The revenue arifing 

from duties on im- 

ports and tonnage 

including expenfes 

of colleflion, and 

making the fever- 

al allowances for 

drawbacks, forfei- 

tures, cutters and 

unclaimed mer. 

chandize,above no- 

ted, was - $4,018,874 78 
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The revenue arifing from internal duties, including expen- 

fes of colle&ion, and making the allowances for draw- 

backs, and purchafe of vellum above roted ; 3,894,685 33 
The revenue arifing from poflage, excluding the expenfes of 

colle€tion, which, in relation to that revenue, are not 

confidered as monies colle&ed from the people, but as the 

payment, by the perfons receiving letters, of a benefit 

immediately accruing to them , . : . 280,808 84 
The revenue arifing from fees on patents, €c, - ; 7,120 





Total amount of monies collected from the people, from 
the eftablifhment of the prefent government to rft Jan. 9 8 
1800, exclufively of the monies received by the col- 5%1201,47° 95 
le€tors of the revenue, and not yet paid by the people 
And that fum, together with the above-mentioned balance of dollars 
2,611,735. 32, confifling of the excefs of the proceeds of loans, fales of 
‘Bank flock and lands, balance arifing from the former government, and 
profits on exchange over the fums applied to the fub{cription of the Bank, 
and to the payment of the principal of the public debt, and with the above 
noted item of 29 dollars and 82 cents, arifing from profit on remittance, 


&c. make an aggregate of dollars ° p 60,813,414 27 








which has been expended in the following manner : 


1, Intereft on the public debt, dedufting the amount of di- 
vidends on Bank fhares, intereft on fix per cent flock, & 
Tepayment above flated , ° ° 

2. Civil lift, including the expenfes of affeffing the land 
tax, and deduéting the amount of penalties for crimes a- 
bove ftated e ° e e ° 4,260,768 84 

} Mifcallanous expenfes, dedu&ing the repayments for the 
Indian department and light-houfes, the purchafe of vel- 
lum, cutters, Sc. and the amount of cents and half cents 
coined at the mint, & confifling of the following items, vtz 


26,544,003 41 


1. Penfions to invalids m . ; 908,607 34 
2. Indian treatiesand trade . ° 183,525 23 
3. Light houfe eftablifhment : . 246,784 92 
4 Mint do. (a) F » 86,581 63 


5+ Annuities and grants, including that to 
Gen.Greene’seftate, & one of 15,c00dols. to 7 130,800. 31 
the French refugees from St. Domingo 

6. Cenfus of the inhabitants of the U. S. 44,377 28 
"4. Loan to the city of Wathington 100,000 

8. Contingent and mifcellaneous demands 192,156 70 

™ 1,992,833 4% 

4. Expences of colle€tion of the revenue, eftimated at 3,959,000 
j Intercourfe with foreign nations, dedufling a re-pay- 7 

ment above noted, ctiz. 

i, Support of miniflers and incidental 
expenfes ~ - 759;293 75 
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f 
| 2. Proteétion of American feamen 50,000 
iii 3. Expenfe of prize caufes - 80,000 
if 4. Expenfes incident on the treaty 
i with Great-Britain - 163,120 13 
5. do. do. do. with Spain 75,683 


6. Payments for treaties with Aigiers 


and other Barbary powers 


1,682,422 77 





2,810,519 46 


6. Land military eftablifhment, deducting re- payments 


and fales of arms, viz. 
i. Army . ° 
2. Fortifications - 
3. Purchafes of arms and flores 


12,324,630 42 


4. Expenfes attending military expe— 
ditions in Pennfy)vania, for infur- 


rections in 1794 and 1799 


4. Navy, deduéting re-payment and proceeds 


as per above 


5492931 54 
848,223 28 
1,250,000 
stn amo 14,969,794 24 
of prizes 
. 6,285,294 71 


Amount of the a‘lual expenditure to iff Jan, 1800, 
exclufive of the monies applied to the reduttion of 


the debt, and to the fub{fcription to the bank 





as 


60,819,214 27 





(a) Exclufively of the pay of the officers of the Mint, 


included in civil lift, and amounting, from its firft s 
eftab/ifhment to therft Fan. 1800— dolls, 70,17%.55-— 


in alldoliars 156,754 18, 


Itmuft be underftood that this 
ftatement, in relation principally to 
the three laft items of intercourfe 
with foreign nations, military eliab- 
lithment, and navy, exhibits only 
the difburfements from the treafury, 
but not the u/tzmate application of 
the money. The accounts ufually 
tranimitted to Congrefs, with few 
exceptions, fhow only the advances 
made by the trreafury to the fecre- 
tary of fate, (as agent for the great- 
er part of the expenfes incident to 
the intercourfe with foreign nations) 
to the paymafter, quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral, pucveyorsof public fupplies, 
contrattors for provifions and iu 
plies. agents for building fhips, and 
Yor other fervices, Fc. but do not 
exhibit, exceptin a few infltances, 


the application of monies by, and 
fettlement of accounts of thofe re- 
celvers of public monies. A num- 
ber of thofe accounts are, however, 
finally fettled at the treafury, and 
although the apparent amount of mo- 
nies yet unaccounted for, or of un- 
fettled accounts, was underitood, on 
the 1ft Jan. laft, to exceed eight mil- 
lions of dollars, yet the feveral per- 
fons who appear thus charged with 
balances, lave, in many, and may, in 
all initances, have applied the mo- 
nies recerved by them from the trea- 
{fury to the purpofes for which they 
were paid or advanced by the trea- 
fury. How far this may be true, 
or, how far, on the contrary, pub- 
lic monies may have been mifappli- 


ed by the egents who firft received | 






















— _ a2 =f. 25 2020 6 (ee 


ee ES << | —— ._  F | 


- eel ai ~ a come 





wer 


1 


rd 
a 
i~ 
T, 
nd 
0- 
n- 
on 
il- 
ore 
ith 
in 
o- 


ey 
a= 
ue, 


ub- 
pli- 


ved 


them from the treafury, er by the 

perfons awongli whom thole agents 

may have diliributed the fame, can- 

not be deduced from the public ac- 

counts trranimitted to Congrefs, nor 

afcertained until the accounts are 

fully fettled. Nor do the fiate- 

ments made to Congrefs give any 

view, except in the inflance of col- 

leftors, already noticed, and perhaps 

in a few folitary cafes, of the balan- 

ces a€lually found due to the United 

States on fettlements of agcounts, or 

of the length of time for which they 

may have beendue. One fact, ap- 

pears rather extraordinary, ‘The 

whole amount of monies received 

from March ’89, to January 1800, 

from perfons indebted to the United 

States for balances of accounts 

which have originated under the 

former government, and including, 

therefore, all the balances of the iatt 

war accounts, amount only, includ- 

ing interelt, to dolls, 86,678. o5. Ir 

would be ufeful to publifh flaiements 
of the accounts a€tually — fettled, 
fhowing the ultimate and real appli- 
cation of the monies advanced, and 
of the balances whichmay have been 
found due on fetthement and remain 
unpaid—and of the accounts only 
partially fettled, or unfetiled, fhow- 
ing the application of monies fo far 
as apartial fettlement has been made 
and the balances remaining unaccoun- 
ted for; and diflinguifhing the cafes 
anony{t apparently unfettled ac- 
counts, where accounts have been 
rendered, and plaufible evidence of 
the trath of the account given, but a 
final fettlement remains fufpended 
for want of fufficient vouchers from 
thofe, where, afiera reafonable time 
has been given, no plaufible account 
has been rendered. 

As there are two fubjefls, which 
have to a confiderable degree attrac- 
ted public attention, the expenfes 
ofthe Algerine treaty, and thofe in- 


2 
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curred on atcount of the differences 
with France; théfe. obfervations 
will be concluded by fome details re- 
lativeto thofe two points, 

I. The whole amount of appro- 
priatiods for treaties with, and pay- 
ments tu Algiers and the other Me- 
diterransan powers, is dolls, 1,848, 
717. 973 the balance remaining un- 
expended, on 31ft December 1797, 
166,295. 20: the amount paid by 
the treafury, to that day, dollars 
1,682,422. 77. Of thele itis pro- 
bable that 1,500,000 dollars have 
been paid for Algiers, and the ba- 
lance to the other Mediterranean 
powers; and tha: one million anda 
half may be arranged under three 
heads—treaty —aunuities -—  xiraor- 
dinary extortions, or in official lan- 
guaye, “ unexpected demands,” 

The treaty expenfes eltimated 
at dolls. 1,131,391. 03, and confit 
of four 1ems, 

1. The original coft of the treaty 
{cems to have been 816,419 dollars, 
to wil. 


To be paid the dey 180.000 


The dey’s family 60,000 
Department of trea- 
fury 40,000 


The feveral officers 
of goverment, & 
of houlhold, from 
the chief aga to 
the two cooks 65,000 
Redemption of 100 
captives 150,000 
Sihocieiiiell 
This is called ohe prime colt 
of the treaty 525.000 
Per centage on the captives 27,000 
Other expenfes not enume- 


rated 90,000 
Naval flores fipulated at 
57,000 dolis. coft 124,419 


Freight of the fame toAlgiers 50,000 


we eee te ee 


816,413 
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2. For contingencies including 


_ expenfes for captives, Gc, the efti- 


mate, on which the appropriation 
was made, amounted to dollars 45, 
064. 44. 

g. The money defigned for the 
treaty wasin London. The peculi- 
ar circumflances of Europe, which 
rendered the exportation of coin from 
England impoflible, and remittances 
io other parts difficult; the want, 
perhaps, © of fuflicient kuowledge or 
capacity in money trranfactions, of 
one of the principal agents of the U— 
pited States; and the precipitation 
of a fubordinate agent, who landed 
at Algiersthe 31 Sep:, ‘95, and 
fiyned the treaty the 5th; combined 
toyether to prevent, on the part of 
the agents of the United States, a 
punctual fulfilment of the conditions 
of the treaty. The money was pay- 
able at fartheft on theif! Jan. ’96, 
and had not been remitted to Al— 
giers in April, They dey became 
impatient, threatened to abandon the 
tresty, and to renew his depredati- 
ons. In order to fave the treaty, 
the agents of the United States were 
induced to offer the prefent of a fri- 
gate, the price of which was eftimat- 
ed at dallars 993727 
which added to an addition- 

a} expenfe incident to the 

fame tranfaSion of 15,000 
made for the lots arifing 

irom delays, difappoint- 

ment, and mifmanage- 

mentin Europe dolls. 117,727 


4. The fum of 800,000 dollars, 
48 ii sted for the Algerine treaty, 

‘as borrowed from the bank of the 
United States. The bank, whofe 
o-iginal capital confifted of a large 
amount of fix per cent. flock. did 
not choofe to lend frecie. but offer- 
ed fix per cent flock at par. The 
fleck was borrowed on © ofe terms 


between the e1ff Feb. & 7ih March 
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95- The loan was authorized i 
the firft of thofe days, and the flock 


‘remitted to our bankers in London 


on the laff. Ofthat fum 560,000 
dolls, were fold for £111,053 150 
flerling, equal to dolls. 493,572. 22 
and by report of the fecretary of the 
Treafury, the remaining 240,000 
dollars, were eflimated at 80 per 
cent. or 192,000 dolls. The whole 
800,000 dolls. fix per cent. borrowed 
at par from the bank, produced 685, 
572. 22 effeAtive dollars in London, 
The lofs on that remittance was 
therefore 114,427. 78 dollars. There 
was another lofs arifing from having 
remitted that flock to London, on 
account of fofson the rate of ex- 
change thence to the Mediterranean. 
This lofs is eflimated in the fame 
document, from which thefe fa&s are 
extracted, at dolls. . 379758 8:1 


making altogether for 








lofies dolls. 152,186 59 
Recapitulation. 
1. The treaty originally 
coft dolls. 816,423 
Contingencies 45,064 44 
3. Loffes ari- 861,477 44 
fing trom de- 
lays & mif- 
management 
in Europe 117,737 
4. Lofs arif- 
ing from fix 
per ct. flock 
having been 
remitted to 
London 152,186 59 
269,913 59 
em, es) 
Total expenfe of the 
treaty 1,131,991 03 
Ce 


The annuity to be paid to the dey 
was flipu'ated at 24,000 doilars a 
ycar, payab ‘le in naval flores, which, 
atthe rate they were eflimat ed at, 18 


lower thamethe actual price, wil 
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& eof 72,123 dollars & gt 1-2 cents, 
making forthe years ’96 and ’99, a 
fum of dolls. 288,493. 26. 

The extraordinary extortions asife 
from demands, with which our agents 
think themfelves obliged to comply, 
in order to preferve peace. The 
’ dey wifhed the United States, once, 
to build veffels fit for cruifing for 
him, which he was to pay out of the 
annuity. A {um of 47,000 dollars 
was appropriated in July ‘97, for 
that purpofe, and two or three vef- 
fels a¢tually built for him, Whether 
he has confented to a deduGion from 
the annuity, on that account, is not 
known to the writer. He alfoin- 
fills that property, bekenging to his 
fubjects, and freighted on an Am-- 
rican velfel, thal! be paid by the U- 
nited States, whenever the veffel has 
been captured by one of the bellige- 
rent powers; and atthe fame time 
pretends, that he has a right to com- 
pel any American veflel in his ports 
to take freight for him. On account 
of fundry demands of this kind, an 
appropriation was made in the feffion 
of *98—’gq. The whole appropria- 
tion, which embraced feveral other 
objetts relative to the Mediterrane— 
an powers, Was 200,000 dollars— 
72,000 of which were expended in 
‘99: What proportion wes applied 
to Algiers does not appear; but fup- 
poling it to have been dolls. 39,115. 
71; the account will Mand thus : 
Treaty 1,131,391! 03 
Annuity for gyears 288,493 26 
Lxtaordinary extor- 

tions 80,117 51 

LL 
making in all 1,500,090 dollars. 

It is to be recolietied, that part of 
thofe calculations are grounded on 
the eftimates laid before Conyrefs, & 
the appropriations made accordingly 
énd not on account of the ultimate 
expenditure of the money. The i- 
lems relative tothe price of naval 


flores, to the colt of the frigate and 
other vellels, to the fale of the lat 
parcel of fix per cent. ftock, a- 
mounting to 240,000 dollars, and to 
the item of extraordinary extortions, 
may, therefore, be found to amount 
‘to fomewhat more or lefs than is here 
fetdown., But the difference can— 
not be great; and as the fum of 
dolls, 2,682,422. 77, has aétuaily 
becn diburfed by the treafury, the 
only queftion is, whether a greater 
or lefs part of that fum has been 
expended for the other Mediserra— 
nean powers, than 182,422 dollars 
and 77 cents, 
Having mentioned the loan of 
800,000 dollars obtained from the 
bank, in fix per cent flock, it 1s pro- 
per to add that, in the fame year, 
9.5) thetreafury purchafed froin the 
bank another fum of fix per cent. 
flock, amounting to dolls. 660,973. 
33, and remitted the fame to Hol- 
land, inorder that the proceeds might 
be applied for the paymenis of intere 
eft and principal on che Dutcli debt. 
Of that fum 160,000 dollars feems 
to have been purchafed in April, & 
509,000 dollars in Sept. ’g5, ard 
both purchafes at par. Six hund- 
red and forty thoufand dollars of 
that flock have produced in Hol- 
land 532,107 dollars and 94° cents. 
The tremaining 20,973 dollars and 
23 cents have been reiurned to the 
reatury, and have been noticed in 
the courfe of thefe oblervatiors. 
tThe !ofs on the part fold has bren 
107.892 dollars aud 66 cents, and 
on the loan of 800,000 dollars, Was 
114,427 dollsrs and 98 cents. By 
thofe trarfatiions, the bank has ob= 
tained {pecie for 1,460,000 dollars 
of its fix per cent. flock, at par, and 
the United States have jolt about 
© 20,000 dollars, 
Il. It has been flated, that from 
the eflablifhment of the prefent gove 
ernment, until the clofe of 1795, the 
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current expenditure had exceeded the 
receipts by a fum exceeding two 
millions and a half of deiiars ; from 
whence had refulted an increafe of 


cebt to that amount, exclufively of 


- that increafe, owing to the accumu 
ion of interefh on the domefire debe, 
which was funded inilead of being 
paid, and to the aflumption of fate 
debts, in favour of debéor (lates, 
beyond their proportion. But it 
appears, by flatemenr, No. 5, that 
during the years ’96, ’97 and "98, 
the receipts exceeded the expendi- 
ture by a fum of 3,874,52 dollars 
and 74 cents, which produced a di- 
minution of debt to the fame amount. 
This was owing immediately to an 
of revenue and toa 
diminution of expenfes. The dimi- 
nution of expenfes was produced 
prine: ‘pally by the reduction of the 
military efiablifhment made by ‘pr 
fourth Congrefs ; and the increafe of 
revebue was owing parily to addi- 
tions to the ampoft and fome other 
taxes laid by the fame Congrefs, 
partly to the increafe of population, 
and partly to the increafe of wealth 
occafioned by the neutral fituation of 
the United States. The far greater 
part of the revenve being drawn 
from duties on coni fumption, any In- 
ereafe in the number or wealth of 
the confumers produces en increafe 
independent of new tax- 


augmentation 


of revenue, 


es. On the other hand, the real in- 
creafe of debt during ’ 99 was 4,75 
811 dollars and acents. One year 


of hofility added one million more 
to the public debt, than had been 
paid off in three profperous years of 
neutrality. Not only a debt was 
created, but that redu@ion of thé 
public debt which would otherwife 
have been cflected,did not take place. 

The revenue of ’96 and 97, ex- 
clufively of loans and fale of Bank 
lock, exceeced the fame revenue for 


“98 and ’ 


99, by only 200,000 dcl- 





- 


OF THE 


lars, and the’ payments for iitterelt. - 
on the debt in *96 and g7 exceeded — 
thofe in ‘93—’a9, by near 300,600 
dollars. Had thereiore, no change 
of circumilances taken place, had no 
additional expences incugred, a re- 
duétion of debt would have been ef. 
fefted in ’98 and ‘99, at leaft equal 
to what was effected in’ g6 and ’ Q7. 
The nett amount of debt difchar ged 
during thefe two years, was dolls, 

3,046,028. 60, The nett amount of © 
debt incurred duryg ’98 and’ 9 is 
dolls. 3,955,314. 89. The ‘iffers 
ence refuting from the additional 
expences, incurred during 98 and 
99; @ppears in this view of the fub- 
jeci, to amount to /even millions of 
dollars, A more precife refult may 
be deduced from a confideration of 
the expences themfelves. 

The whole amount expetded for 
the military eflablifhment, navy ins 
cluded, during the years ’96 and’ 97 
was (Statement No. g) dollars 
3,026,042. 79. The whole amount 
expended for the fame obje&s, durs 
ing the years ’g§8 and ‘gg (deduéting 
dolls 80,007, €6, expended on ac- 
count of the infurrection in 99) i$ 
dollars 9,566,669. 58. The ditfers 
ence is dolls, 6,530 626. 79. And 
as the revenue for thefe two laff 
years was Tefs than in ’g6 and *97, 
no part of that expence has been de: 
frayed hy an saline nal revenue; 
but the whole has been paid, either 
by arevenue which otherwife would 
have been employed in the reduttion 
of the public de sbt, or by creating a 
new debt. The public debt was, on 
the 1st Jan. 1800, almoft five mil- 
lions of dollars laryer than it a@ual- 
ly was in the middle of ’98, and pre- 
cifely fix millions and a half larger 
han it would have been, had not 
thofe additional expences been ine 
curred. In order to have a com 
plete view of the direct lofs caufed 
by the additional expenfes, it is pe* 
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ceflary to examine what will be the. 


refult of the year 1800, 

Lhe army eftablifhment fer the 
year 1797, coft dolls. 1,062,299,04 
The additional expenses authorized 
in z798, in relation to that objeé, 
confifted exclufively of the purchafes 
ofarms and amunition, of about 
3,000,000 dollars, one million appli- 
caple to a permanent increafe of the 
filanding army, and two millions ne- 
ceflary for the fupport of the additi- 
onal, or temporary army,ewhich has 
lately beend:fbanced. Had the in- 
creafe taken place the moment it 
was voted, it would liave producea 
an additional expenfe of four milli- 
ons and a half for the fix laft months 
of 1798 andthe yeat 1799. As the 
recruiting fervice did not immediate- 
ly commence, and proceeded gradu- 
ally, the whole additional expenfe, 
including purchafes of arms and 
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military flores, was, for thofe eigh- 
teen months! only doilars 3,415,748, 
60, and hasalready been taken into 
confideration. The eftimate for 1800, 
was originally made on a fuppofiti-. 
on that the whole eftablifhment would - 
be filled and continued, and for-the 
army, exclufively of arms and amu- 
nition; exceeded four million of dol- 
lars. The fufpenfion of the enlift- 
ments in Jan, 1800, made a favin 
of one million, and the difbanding of 
the additional army will fave after 
the year 1800 another million’; but 
asthe troops were difbanded only in 
June, and allowed three months ex- 
tra pay, there will not be more than 
300,000 dollars faved on that head 
this year, The expenfes for the mi- 
litary effablifhment, including the 
navy, are, therefore, calcalated as 
followeth : 


Amy adel, , nrg 
Navy—pz2y, provifions, contingencies 


Towards building hx 74’s 


° 2,700,000 

2,500,000 

7 00,000 

: 3,200,000 
Purchafe of arms, ammunition, and military flores eftimated 


by treafury, at 1,000,000, fuppofed to be expended in re- 


- lation to this obje&t : ° ; 600.000 

5. NOSE 

. Probable expenfe of 1800 p : 6,502,000 
The average expenfe of '96—’97, was ‘ 1,500,000 

; a, tessl 

The additional expenfe for 1800, will be ‘ ; 5,000,000 


Which five millions, added to the fix millions and a half, extrao:dinary 
expenfe for the latter part of ’98, and for the year ’g9, mskean agpregate 
ofeleven millions of dollars and a half, for the extraordinary expenfes of 
the military and naval eftablifhments from June ’98, to the clofe of 1800. 


The following Eftimate of the Receipts and Expenditures of the year 
1800, will fhow the probable increafe of debt for that year, 


EXPENDITURES, 
Intereft on the public debe ; J 3,500,000 
Civil lit and mifcellageous i P . 1,200.000 
Expenfes of intercourfe with foreiyn nations ; 400,000 
Military and naval effablifhment, per above . 6,500,000 
oF Re 
K Current expenditure 11,600,000 
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Payments of principal of the debt, including reimburfement 
of 6 per cent. flock P ° * 1,200,000 
—-— 
Total 12,800,000 
Se Sneed 
RECEIPTS, . 
Tmpoft, including increafe arifing from additions made this year 7,200,000 » 
Internal revenue d ‘ d 806.000 
Probable receipt of Jand tax, as eftimated by the Secretary 1,200,000 
Dividends on bank flock, duties on poftage ° 100,000 - 
ee aa 
Revenue 9,300,000 
There were, on rft Jan. 1800, more than 2 millions of dollars 
in treafury, of which, applicable to the current expenditures, 
as eflimated by the Secretary ‘ ° 1,000,000 
Probable amount of the new loan ° 2,500,000 
ee / 


12,800,000 


Dedu@ing the 1,200,000 dollars to be applied to the redufion of the 
debt, from the loan of two millions and a half, will leave for the increafe of 


debt 1,300,000 dolls. 


It appears, therefore, that the extra expenfe of eleven millions and a half 


has been, or will be ultimately paid by 


1. Theincreafe of debt in 1789 
1800 


4,780,000 
1,320,000 


ui 6,100,000 


2. The additional probable revenue of i800 


Land tax 
Additions to the impoft 


1,200,000 
300,000 : 
Vr———-/ 1,500,000 


3. That part of the ordinary revenue of ’98, “99, and 1800, 
which, otherwife would have been applied to the reduc- 


tion of the debt—about 


Had no extraordinary expenfe 
been incurred, and the additional tax- 
es, (land tax and additional impoft) 
been ftill raifed, the public debt 
would have been on the 1/t Jan. 1800, 
eleven millions and a half dollars lefs 
than it will be. But if, which 
doubtlefs would have been the cafe. 
the additional taxes had not been laid, 
the public debt would have been on 
that day, ten millions of dollars lefs 
thanit will be. The difference to 
the people ofthe U.S. isten milli- 


4,000,000 


PORES 


11,600,000 


ons of debt, and one million and half 
additional taxes. It is even proba- 
ble that che real lofs caufed by the 
meafures adopted in relation to 
France, amounts to more than eleven 
millions and an half of dollars, 

The average of the’ receipts from 
impoft and internal doties, from the 
ifi Jan. 1796 to Jan. 1798, was in 
round numbers 7,580,000 dollars a 
year, and for the yaars 1798 and 
1799 Was 7,570,000 dollars, Yet 
the following taxes operated exclu- 


i. i i. 2 i. a | 






ae 


_om UP 





lively, of almoft altogether in favor 
of the revenue of the two laft years, 

1. Duty of 3 cent per pound of 
brown fugar, eflimated at 200,000 
dollars, and of 23 per cent, on fun- 
dry goods eftimated 200,000 dollars, 
making altogether 400,000 dollars, 
were laid int797, and operated on 
neither on 1796, nor onthe firft 
months in 1797: 


z. A duty of 8 cents per bufhel . 


on falt eflimated at 200,000 dollars, 
was laid in 1797, and operated nei- 
ther in-1796, nor in the firft nine 
months of 1797. 

g. The fiamp duties eflimated at 
200,000 dollars, operated only from 
ift July 1798. 

Had there been no diminution of 
revenue arifing from other caufes, the 


- average amount of receipts for 1798 


and 1799, fhould have exceeded that 
of 1496 and 1797, by the follow— 
ing fums, 

1. The proceeds of duties on fu- 
gat and other articles fhould have 
been for 1797 & 1798, dolls, 800,000 
and for 1797, dolls. 200,000, the 
diference 1s dolls. 690,000. 

2. The additional falt duty for 
1798 and 1799, dolls. 400,000, for 
1797 only dolls. 50,000——dilterence, 
dolls. 350,000. 

. The ftamp duties for one year 
and a half, dolls. 300,000. 

Thofe three items amount altoge- 
ther to 1,250,000 dollars for the 
years 1797 and 1798, or 625,000 
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a year. The average revenue of 
thefe two laft years, fhould have ex- 
ceeded that of the two proceeding 
years, by 625,000 dollars, but on 
the contrary fell fhort of it. The 
revenues exifling in 1797 experienc- 
ed, therefore,a diminution of 625,000 
dollars a year in 1798 and 1799— 
that diminution fell principally on 
the year 1799. 

Several caufes have probably 
combined in caufing that diminution. 
So far as the fufpenfion of the com- 
mercial intercourfe with France, may 
have diminifhed the profits of com- 
merce, or the price of any of our 
exports, thefincome of the confumers 
has been diminifhed, and fo far the 
confumption of articles paying a _re- 
venue has decreafled. It is nos the 
objeét of this enquiry to attempt to 
afcertain how far that caufe may 
have diminifhed the revenue. Still 
lefs is itintended to inveftigate the 
neceflity, or advantages of the mea- 
fures which have authorized the ex 
traordinary expenfe of thofe three 
years. [cis fufficient to have fhown, 
that independent of any indire&t lots 
in the revenue, the aftual colt, from 
the accounts ' already produced, ex- 
ceeded fix millions and an half dollars 
for the firlt eighteen months of hofti- 
lities. and) =will from the eltimates 
which bave been made by the de- 

artments, amount to eleven and half 
millions at the clofe of this year. 





TT 





Statements referred to in the preceeding work. 





No. 1. 
Statement of the Public Debt on 1ff Fan. 1790, and iff Fan. 1800. 
On iff January 1790. 


Foreign Debt, 


Dolls. Cts 


French debt, including arrear of intereft 7.895,300, 39 


Spanith debr, do. 
Dutch debr, do. 


do, 241,680, 95 
do. 3,500,000, 


Knengenet tong 56,7 300Rws O64 
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Foreign Officers, 
Principal - - . ‘ 
Arrearages of intereft 


186,988, 23 
10,832, 05 ' 
Nn pom Nan joel 197,810 28 


Domeftic Dedt, 


Principal as funded originally : 27,768,297. 85 
Dedu& payment of lands fold to Penn- 

fylvania ss - - - 90,674, 16 

. Ne ee 

. 27,677.623, 69 


Value of paper money funded at 100 for 1 480,823, 83 
Unfubfcribed regiftered debt, - - 86,561, 34 


wee 
28,245,008, 86 
Iytereft to 1ft January 1790, (dedu@ing dol- 
lars 22,438, 58, intereft on debt due to fo- 
reign flicers)’ 11,213,737- 41 
Deduét received in pay for lands fold to 


Pennfylvania - o 60,718, 25 
oe, 
13,153,019. 16 - 
8,028 
39: 399,020 02 
Affumed debt, ae 


Principal of flate certificates aflumed 


15,082,771, 33 
Intereft prior to 1ft Jan, 17g0 


1,379,110, 85 
a 


. 16,461,882, 18 
Dedu& affumption for debtors ftates beyond 


their proportion, viz.2,069,565.71 Includ- 
ing intereft to afl Jamu. 1792, & without 
the interelt after 1st Jan. ’g2, cflimated 9,000,000 
Fg eh 
14,461,882 18 
Balances funded.in favor of creditor Mates 3,517,584 
Vee 
171979466, 18 


Unfunded debtsdifcharged inf{pecie - - 428,80, 45 
Fo emyrrn 
Public debton Jan. 1, 1792 «=  - 69,740,366, 27 
re et en ee 
On the 1ft Fanuary, 1800. 
Foreign debt ° 10,760,000 


Old os pet cent. nominal, dedufting amount 
transferred to finking fund 


28,225,669 6 
Deduct the reimburfements a os 


3:215:575 37 
beeen gueetineee annus 


25,010,094 26 
Deferred flock, dedu€ting amount transfer- 539 10,094 


_ ged to finking fund . 13,682,944 19 
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Three percent. do. do. 19,086,708 54 
Five and a half per cent. do. do. 1,847,500 
’ Four and a half per cent. . 176,000 
eg, oo 5 80 246 
Outftanding debt due to foresgn officers, and regiftered debt Adit + 
Six pet cent flock of 1796 ; e 80,000 be 
Fight per cent ftock 4 ; « 5,000,000 
Six per cent navy flock . ° 929,200 
} | 6,009,200 
Temporary loans obtained from the bank . * — « 3,640,000 


Public debton 1ft Jan. #800, 4 


Dedu& Bank fhares owned by the United States at 25 per 


cent advance ry . ey e e 


Public debt on 1f Jan. 790 wg sti 


Increafe of debt ’90 to 1800 


( 277) 


80,312,631 15 
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HISTORICAL 


¥ROM THE BOSTON CENTINEL, 


Mr. Ruffell, ' 
THE following letter, publifhed 
inthe laft volume of the collection 
of the ** Maffachufctts Hiftorical 
Society.” is of a nature and on a 
fubjett too impor ant, I conceive, to 
be limited in 15 circulation to thofe 
who may purchafe that valuable 
work. Many, befides ‘he refpefta— 
ble author of this ingenious letter, 
have experienced the inconvenience 
ef not having an approprtate name, 
by which to defignate the inhabitants 
of the United States of America.— 
Geographical writers efpecially have 
been fenfible of this detett ; and to 
make themfeives accurately under— 
flood, when {peaking of the inhabi- 
tants of the United States, have 
been compslled, ether to ufeé a 
defcriptive phra/é, or to borrow 
{ome barbarous and improper name, 
pivenus by foreign writers. In or- 
der to devife a remedy for this de- 
feft, and to provide a drflinéive 
name for the citizens of the United 

States, a more proper way, per- 

haps, cannot be found tham to bring 

the fubje& before the public. And 
as | know of no better form in which 
it can be prefented than. in the fol- 
lowing letier, and no better vehicle 
threugh which it ean be communiéat- 
edthan your paper, I will thank 
you to publifh it, and oblige your 
humble fervant; 

J. MORSE. 
Aupuft 23, i8co. 

A letter from the treafurer of the 
Maflachufetts Hiftorical Society 
to the Prefident, on the propriety 
and expediency of an appropriate 
Hational name, defignatory of the 
Citizens of the U. States as a di- 
Rinct people from the other inha- 
biiants ofthe two vaft American 
Peninfulas. 


L 





LETTER. ( 281 ) 


“roth December, 1799. 
‘SIR, 


«© A period of twenty three 


years has elapfed fince the people of 


the United Staies feized upon the 
right, and after an eventful and glo- 
rious belligerent conteft eflablifhed 
their claim to the fovereignty of an 
independent nation § but they have 
never yer affumed an appropriate 
name to defignate them as_ fuch, 
when fingly and perfonnally applied. 
In this refpe&t ourcountry exhibits a 
fingular exception to that of all o- 
thers who arein pofleflion of {upreme 
political power. 

‘¢ The application’ of United 
States is merely defer'ptive of our 
national confederacy, and cannot 
attach to the individual citizens who 
are the fubjeft of this Federal. Go- 
vernment. ‘Therefore. if an inhabi- 
tant of New-York, was afked by a 
foreigner, to what country he be- 
longed, his reply would be that he 
was an American and not that he 
wasa free denizen of the United 
States ; becaufe, that he might be, 
and yet be a Swede or a Scotchman. 
Befides, the term American is of in- 
definite extent, and indifcriminately 
includes all the native inhabitants of 
this immenfe continent, from Patago- 
nia to Baffin’s Bay 3 and from the 
Carribean Archipelago in the Atlan- 
tic, to the fhores of Californa, on the 
Norrh Pacific Ocean. The Muflee 
and Creole of Cuba, or Barbadoes ; 
the tawney favage of the Oronoque, 

as well as his fercer brother of Lake 
Superior, are all Americans, as. truly 
as the wealthy native of Mary- 
land, or the fober citizen of Phila- 
d iphia. At leaft, fo are they con- 
fidered on the continent of Europe 
And hence it was, that in the years 
1775 and 1976, the French, for 
want of a_ national indifcriminate 
mark, called all the inhabitants be- 
longing to the then thirteen revoltad 
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colonies, by the general name of 
Boftonians, They could not defig- 
nate them as Englith, Scotch, or I- 
rifhmen, for we were at open de- 
termined war with Great Britain & 
her Government, and had indignant- 
ly thaken off the name of Britons ; 
and they were aware of the impro- 
priety, if not abfurdity, of calling 
them Americans, becaufe that was 
confounding a brave, intelligeut, & 
free people, occupying a diftinét 
territory, with every fpecies of in- 
habitants which the new world had 
bred. —Little acquainted asthey then 
were with this country, and finding 
that the moll firm fyfematic hoflili- 
ty, to all the plans of the Britith ca- 
binet, originated iny and were fire- 
nuoully and fteadily purfued by the 
inhabitants of Bofton, who defied and 
firit met the vengeance of a mighty 
nation, directed by an irritated and 
moft willing fovereign, perhaps the 
adoption and appropriation of that 
term for afhort period was nota- 
mifs. But it ought to have taughe 
us, that with our change of civil 
dominion, it had become neceflary & 
proper to vary our National name, or 
rather to adopt a diflinét and defi- 
liate one. 

*¢ To denominate onrfelves Ame- 
ricans inftead of Englifhmen. was as 
incorre@t as it would be for the in- 
dividuals who now compofe the 
French Republic, to relinguifh the 
name of Frenchmen, and call them- 
felves Europeans. the latter marks 
them as inhabitants of a principal 
feAion of the globe, but certainly in- 
volvesin it nothing defcriptive of 
the nation they compote. 

**To illuftrate this pofition a litrle 
farther, permit me to detai! a fhort 
converfation. I was once afked by 
a gentleman at Paris, what country - 
man ! was ? I anfwered, tha I 
was an American, $f orn in Mexico 

rhaps fir?’ NoJ am nota Mex- 
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ican. ** You are perhapsfrom Cane 
ada, P’? No for then I ,fhould have 
declared myfelf a Canadian—* But 
fuppefe you had been born in the 
ifland of St.Croix orTrinidad, what 
would you have called yourfelf then?’ 
In the firft cafe a Dane, and in the 
other a Spaniard. ** And why da 
you now call yourfelfan American?’ 
Becaufe my countrymen, who are 
the citizens of the United States, have 
choten fo to be defignated. ** Well, 
my good friend, I had the fortune 
to be born on the banks of the Gam- 
bia, where my father was then {et- 
tled, as fa€tor, with his family, and 
yetd fhould fcarcely thank any per- 
fon, who fhould think proper on 
that account, to reprefent me as an 
African.’’ 

* Should it be alledged, that when 
we adopted the term Americans, it 
was intended as an emphatic, and 
exclufive appropriation, {pecially ap- 
plicable to the citizens ard people of 
the United States ; the anfwer 1s that 
fuch a gentilitous allumption, 1s too 
general ; and to render it fufficient- 
ly difcriminate, it would be indif- 
penfibly necellary for the reft of the 
world to agree innaming anew, the 
heterogenous millions, who inhabit 
the peninfulas of North & South A- 
merica, together with all the nume- 
rous illands, which are appendant to 
them, 

*“ Tn our intercourfe with foreign 
countries, ls it not barely a caute of 
inconvenience and confufion ; but in 
fome parts of Europe even a ftigma 
isafiixedto our ftrangely merging 
cur {pecific national charaéter in a 
name delignatory of all the natives 
of the moft extended quarter of the 
earth ; or more properly, being def- 
tiiute ofany name. And does not 
found policy diflate the prudence of 
a meafure, which fhould unite all 
the provincial diftin@iens of Ver- 
montefe and Georgians, Carolioians 
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and New-Englandmen, Virginians & 
Pennfylvanians, in one general ag- 
gregate national title ; to be adopt- 
ed by the legiflature of the United 
States, and formally declared as the 
name and peculiar defcription of all 
free citizens of our national confede- 
racy ? 

** It has been a prevailing fenti- 
ment for ages that great injuftice was 
done to the intrepid talents of that 
immortal navigator Columbus, in 
permitting an inferior adventurer to 
deprive him of the honour of givin 
name as he had birth to half the 
globe. But the Florentine explorer 
of the fouthern continent, Ameri- 
cus Vefpucius, with all his addrefs, 
might not have fucceeded,had not his 
chritian name eafily admmitted a 
termination fimilar to that of the 
two other quarters of the earth, and 
furnifhed a correfponding found 
with that of the oppofite continent of 
Africa. 

“ With a view of rendering a re- 
tribution to the memory of the il- 
luftrious difcoverer of the weftern 
world ; in fome degree to vindicate 
public gratitude, as well as to aflign 
a name to the new Nation, which our 
revolutionary war had created, reite- 
rated private attempts were made to 
denominate the extenfive country 
which compofes the dominions of the 
United States, Columbia; but hi- 
therto without fuccefs. And the 
term Columbian feems confined to 
orators and poets, who retaine it 
for the purpofe of aiding a fonorous 
fentence, or rounding a mufical pe- 
riod, So difficult ts it to produce an 
alteration in any popular ufayge, 
which has obtained the fan@ion of 
time ; unlefs the amendment is jufti- 
fied by public authority, and becomes 
the language of the laws. 

*© The philofophic hiftorian of the 
two Indies, puzzled for a more fui- 
table diflinfion, denotes us Anglo- 
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Americans, An amphibolous com- 
pound in the aflumption of which the 
Abbe Rayna! has been followed by 
moft of the foreiyn geographers, 
And it isnot uncommon to find the 
inhabitants afthe United States ftyi- 
ed by the Britith writeis, the ci-de- 
vant colonills ; and fometimes the 
people of the revolted colonies. Nor 
ought we to complain at being fub- 
jefted to fuch a mongral defcription, 
folong as we continue unclaifed a- 
mong other nations, by the public 
neglett of granting to the people of 
the United Staves the right of affum- 
ing a {pecific name, 

There is a pride of country inke- 
rent in the human charafer. A 
Swiis would refent being called a 
Neapolitan ; and fo would a Creek 
Indian, 1f miftaken for a Tufcaro- 
ra. A national diverfity marks the 
phyfical, as weil as geographical & 
political boundaries of different re- 
gions, in a barbarous, equally with 
a cultivated ftate of fociety. Hence 
a natural, if not flrong reafon, given 
by negroes, for their diflike of mu- 
lattoes; becaufe, fay the blacks, 
Mulatto he no gotee no country. 

‘¢ Aware how much eafier it is to 
fubvert than to fupply, I would not 
with to efcape from the tafk of fure 
nifhing a name in fome meafure ap- 
propriate, if I dared to hazard the ri- 
dicule that mult attach to fo pte- 
fumptuous an attempt by an obfcure 
individual. Permit me, then, fir, 
only tv fuggefl, that the vaft terri- 
tory included within the U. States, 
exhibits a fcale of production on 
which nature has ftlamped her boldeft 
features. Her lakes and mountains, 
forefts and rivers, aftonifh, while 
they diflinguifh this from all other 


countries and might juilify atile of 


the proucelt import. But the obfta- 


cles which prefent themfelves againk 


fixing an appellation, thus geogra 


phically defcciptive, and at the fame, 
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time applicable to the inhabitants, 
gre various, if not infuperable ; 
whereas the recollegtion, that the na- 
tional diflitG: of Cotumsia will 
very foon contain the capital of the 
emp.re, irrefiflably forces upon the 
mind, aterm which fupercedes the 
dificulty ; has long been famtliar to 
our eors, and would therefore, moft 
probably, be cheerfully end univer- 
fally acquiefced in by the citizens of 
the United States ; and its adoption 
be {peedily. and ff tinally commu- 
nicated to all foreign cou: tries thro’ 
the medium of the cuflom-houfe, by 
an infertion inthe reg'fler of ever 
vellel, or other official filcal certifi. 
cate. Why Co/umézan is no: equal 
in found or meaning, tothat of Hi- 
bernian or Caledonian, is left to the 
difcovery of toofe who prefer the 
terms Scotch and Irifh, only becaufe 
they contain fewer fyllables, and are 
befi underilood in vulpar parlance. 
* The ancient and modern hiflo- 
y, both of civilized and barbarous 
nations, aflord many examples of a 
whole people deriving a name from 
the metfépolis of their refpeétive 
countries, and a few adopting that 
of their particular founders, er pri- 
mary lepiflatures ; but in neither do 
we find any4 nation, the citizens of 
the United Srates excepted, who 
were not diftinguifhed by a peculiar 
appellation, differing from that of 
their government, 

‘« Although there may not at pre. 
fent be any apprehenfion that our 
inhabitants like thofe of one of the 
flates of Greece, may be fubjefed 
to a nick-name ; under which hifto- 
ry has preferved their records, and 
which, even at this diftant period, 
continues proverbial; yet it is not 
impofible, without fome public pro- 
vilion againft it, that they may be 
{addled with one, founded on acci- 
dent, whim, caprice, refentment or 
qidicule, and which may obtain a fo- 


STATEMENT RESPECTING THE 


reign currency, from a concurrencé 


of circuinftances, in Gefpite of every i» | 


effort to controul it. 
“« The youth and fair fare of our 
nation, the comparative paufity of 


our population, the innovations and — 


reforms which miak the prefent e- 
ventful era, all confpire to facili- 
tate the adcption of a name fuiied 
‘to eur circumflances as an indepen 


dent people ; and which, there can® - 
be little doubr, that the reft of the — 


world would acquielce i in, after the 


fame fhould have received a governe 


menial fan€tion, and have been au- 
thorized by the fupreme authority 
of our country, as the name and de. 
fienation by which the free citizens 
of thefe United States fhall for ever 
thereafter, be known and called. 
Iam, &c. 
WILLIAM TUDOR, 

«¢ James Sullivan, efq. 

Pr-fident of the Ma/- 

fachufetts Hiftorical 

Society. 








Statement of the grounds of differ- 
ence between the American and 
L St fh Commiffioners, under the 
6th arti le of the Brotifh Treaty, 


to which the Prfiedent of the Unie 


ted States has reference in his 

Speech at the opening of the pre- 

Jent jejion of Vongre/s. 

THE fourth: article of the definie 
tive treaty of peace is in thefe words: 
‘6 it is agreed, that creditors on et- 
ther fide, fhall meet with no lawful 
impediment to the recovery of the 
fuil value in flerling money, of all 
bona fide debts heretofore contraét- 
ed. 2? 

As complaints were made on the 
part of Great Britain, that this arue 
cle was infringed, a remedy was 
provided in the 6th article of the trea. 

















ty ofamity, negociated by Mr. Jay, 


as follows: Whereas it 18 alleded 


by divers Britifh merchan:s, and o- 
thers of his maj:fty’s fubjeéts, that 
debts, to a confiderable amount, 
which were bona fide contratted be- 
fore the peace, ft1'l remain owing to 
them, by the citizens or inhabitants 
ofthe United Sates; and that by 
the operations of various lawful _im- 
pediments, fince the peace, not only 
the full recovery of faid debts has 
been delayed, burt alfo the value and 
fecurity thereof have been in feveral 
inflances impured and lefflened; fo 
that by the ordinary courte of judi 

cial proceedings, the Britilh credi- 
tors cannot now chiain, and actual- 
ly have and receive full and adequate 
compenfation for tuch lofies and da- 
meges which they have thereby fuf- 
tained: It is agreed, that in all fuch 
cafes where full compenfation for 
fuch loffes and damages cannot for 
whatever reafon be attually obtain- 
ed, had and received by the faid cree 
ditors in the ordinary courfe of juf- 
tice, the United States will make 
full and complete compenfation for 


-the fame tothe faid creditors ; but it 


is diflinétly underfiood, that this pro- 
vifion is to extend to fuch loffes un- 
ly,as have been occafioned by the 
lawful impediments aforefaid ; and 
itis not to extend to lofles ocra- 
fioned by the infoivency of the debt- 
ors, or other caufes, as would equal- 
ly have operated, to produce fuch 
lofs, if the faid impediments had not 
exilted, nor to fuch lofles or dama— 
ges as have been occafioned by the 
manifeft delay or negligence, or 
wilful omiflion of the 2 

‘© For the purpofe of afcertaining 
the amount of any fuch loffes and 
damages, five commiffioners fhall be 
appointed, and authorized to meet 
and aét_ in manner following, viz, 
Two of them fhall be appointed by 
his majelly, two of them by the pre- 
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fident of the United States, by and 
with the advice of the fenate  there- 
of, andthe fifh by the unammous 
voice of the o her four; and if ‘hey 
fhould not agree in fuch choice, then 
the commiffic_ners named by the two 
p?rties thall refpettively propofe one 
erfon, and of the two nsmes fo 
propofed, one fhall be drawn ty lor, 
in the prefence of the four orginal 
commiffioners. | 

« Mohen the five comniffioners 
thus appointed, fhail firl! meet, they 
fhall, be fore they proceec t oft, 
tuk the followiny outh or . flirmati- 
on in the prefe'ce of each ether, 
which oath or affirmation beirg fo 
taken, and truly atelied, fhel! be 
enter don the record of then pro- 
ceed ngs, viz. 

“ T, A B&, one of the commiilion- 
ers appointed In purfi ance of the 6th 
article of the treaty of amity, come 
merce and navigation, between bis 
Britanmic majefly and the United 
States, do folemnly fwear (or firm) 
that T will honeflly, diligertly, im- 

artially and carefully examine, and 
to the beft of my judgment, accord- 
ing to jufiice and equity, decide all 
fuch complaints, as under the {aid ar- 
ticle fhall be preferred to the frid 
commiffioners, and that 1 will  for- 
bear to att a8 a commuilioner in ehy 
cafe in which I may be _ perfonaily 
interefed, 

© Three of the faid commiflioners 
fhalleenfitute a board, and {hall 
have powerto do any atts pper- 
ataining to the faid cowmafhen, 
provided thar one ofthe comm fien- 
ers named on each fide, an@® the fifth 
commiflioner fhall be prefent, and 
all decifions frhallbe made bya mae 


° 4 . ‘ A ‘yr 
jority of the voices ef ihe commmt fiion- 


ers then prefent ; crohteen months 
from the day on which the faid com- 
miffioners fhall form a board, and he 
ready to proceed to bufinefs, are af- 
figoed for receiving complaints and 
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app'ications: but they are never- 
ts efs authorized, in any particular 
cafe, in which i thall appear to them 
to be reafonable and jult, to extend 
the fe) term of eighteen months, 
for any term not exceeding 6 months, 
after the expiration thereof, The faid 
commiflioners fla} firit meet at Phi- 
ladelphia, but they fhall have power 
tn adjourn from place to place, as 
they thalifee caufe 

“« The faid commiffioners in ex- 
amining the complaints and applica- 
tious fo preferred tothem, are eme 
powered and required, in purfuance 
of the tiue 1 tent and meaning of this 
article, to take into confideration, 
all ciaims, whether of principal or 
intereft, and to determine the fame 
refpett ve y, according to the merits 
of ihe fevcral cafes, due regard bee 
ing hod to all the circumitances 
thereof, and as equity and juftice 
fhail appearto them to require. 

“ And the faid commiflioners 
fhall have power to examine ali fuch 
piforsas fhall come before them, 
on oath or aflirmation, touching the 
premifes, and alfo to receive in evi- 
cence, adcording a3 they may think 
moti conhifleat with equity and juf- 
tice, all written depofitions, or books 
pr papers, or extracts thereof; every 
ruch depoliticn, book, or paper, or 
gxtaact, being duly authenticated, 
either according to the legal forms 
now refpectively exifling in the two 
countries, or in fuch other manner 
asthe commifhaners fhail fee caufe 
to require or allow. 

“ “The award of thefaid commif- 
fioner$, or any three of them as afore- 
feid, fhall in alleafes be final and 
eoncinfive, both as tothe juftice of 
ihe claim, and to the amount of the 
fumtobe paid tu the creditor or 
claimant: And the United Srates 
undertake to caufe the fum fo a- 
w-erded, to be paid in {pecie to fuch 
greditor or claimant, without deduc- 
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tion ; and at fuch time or times, at 
fuch place or places, as fhall be a- 
warded by the faid commiffioners ; 
and on condition of fuch releafes or 
affignments to be given by the cree 
ditor or claimant, as by the {aid 
commiffioners may be direéted ; pro- 
vided always, thatno fuch payment 
fhall be fixed by faid commiffioners 
to take place,foonar than 12 months 


from the day of theexchange of the - 


ratification of this treaty.”* 

Under this article, his Britanuic 
majelty appointed Thomas M‘Do- 
naid, and Henry Pye Rich, Efqrs, 
and the Prefident of the United States 
appointed Thomas Fitzfimons and 
James Innes, Efqrs. caommiffioners, 
The faid Britifh commiffioners pro- 
poied Fifher Ames, Efg. fer the 
fifth commillioner; and Mr. Guille 
mard was drawn by lot. Afterwards, 
upon the death of Col, Innes, the 
Prefident appointed Samuel Sit- 
greaves, Efq.in his room. 

Among the claims which were exe 
hibited to the commifloners were 
thofe of Britifh creditors, whofe 
debts were confifcated during the 
revolutionary war. Thefe, which 
were to an immenfe amount, were 
contended to be revived by the 4th 
article ot the treaty of peace, & re- 
coverable againit the United States, 
under the fixth article of the treaty 
of amity. The cafe of Andrew Al- 
len, wasone of this clafs. It was 
before the board July gth, ’99 ; and 
is thus ftated. 

* Claim for loffes, arifing from 
the non-recovery of debts due to the 
claimant, being a /ubzed of his Bre 
tannic Majefty through the operatt- 
on of an aét of attainder and confif- 
cation paffed againft him as a /ud 


7e& of Penn/y'vania, ‘by the repre- 


fentatives of the freemen of the com- 
monwealth of Pennfylvania, on the 
fixth day of March, 1778 ; for the 
crime of high treafon, in having cof 
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trary to the allegiance which he ow- 
ed to the faid flate, joined and ad- 
hered to the army of the King of G, 
Britain, the faid a€& of attainder and 
confifcation being a lawful impedi- 


“ment, which operated againit the 4th 


article of the treaty of peace, and 
within the meaning of the fixth arti- 


cle of the treaty of amity. 


« Objection ftated on the part of 
the United States as the firlt ground 
of defence, before the board; that 
the claimant wasan inhabitant of the 
fate of Pennfylvania, at the date of 
the declaration of independence, he 
was a fubjeét of the flate, for that in 
fatt the United States were indepen- 
dent fo early as 17763 and on the 
ever glorious memorable 4th July, 
1776, they folemnly and formally 
declared to the world, that they were 
independent, that the formal acknow- 
ledgement of his Britannic Majeity 
added nothing to their real indepen- 
dence : and it the treaty of peace had 
never been made, the United States 
would have aftually continued an 
independent nation, though at war 
with Great-Britain to this mo- 
ment, 

And that tho’ Andrew Allen, af- 
ter being a fubje& of Pennfyvania, 
joined the Britifh forces in Decem- 
ber, 1776, and returned to his natu- 
ral allegiance, this did not diffolve 
the right of Pennfylvania to hold him 
as a fubje&, and as a fubjeft to pu- 
nifh him, concluding that he was not 
entitled to the benefit of the 4th ar- 
ticle of the treaty of peace, or 6th 
article of the treaty of amity. 

© The-board finding that the ob- 
jeétion, en dimine, thus taken and ar— 
gued before them, precluded all fur- 
ther inveftization—look upon the 
condu& fo far only as it was necef- 
fary to the determination of the na- 
tional charafler, and right to claim. 
And for a full arsument and dif- 


fy euffion, and with referrence to opini- 


( sy 


ons, which had been folemnly deli. 
vered by the judges of the United 
States, a majority of the board pro- 
poted the. refolation flating among 
other things, that the only difference 
betweea the quetlion in this cafe, and 
that which is fated in the preceeding 
refolution,* confified in the different 
words of defcription, contained in 
the two feveral acts ; but as the act 
of Penofylvania could not have any 
greater ettett or operation againt the 
4th article of the treaty of peace, 
than thatof New-York; and asthe 
fatt charged to be acrime, voz. ad- 
hering to the caufe ot his Britannic 
Majelty, was the fame in both cates, 
the mere words of defeription, affum- 
ed in the att of Penntylvania, could 
not prove againft the charafter of the 
party asa Britifh fubjeét; or give 
efficacy to itfelf, fo as to take the 
cafe out of the meaning and operati- 
on of the faid artiele—-that at the 
peace, there was no unconditignal 
fubmiffion on rhe part of Great- 
Britain, to all that bad been done 
under the independence of the Unit- 
ed States, and the authority they had 
exercifed ; but a negociation by fo- 
lemn treaty containing reciprocal 
ftipulations, as the price of peace, 
and for the mutual benefit of both 
countries ; by the 4th article where- 
of, in favour of creditors on either 
fide, it was exptelsly or in effect 
flipulated that no att which had been 
or fhould hereafter be done or pafled 
by or under the authority of the 
faid United States, or any ot them, 
whatever might be its former im- 
port: whatever the terms therein 
employed ; whatever the extent of 
power thereby aflumed or declared ; 
whatever the character thereby af- 
cribed to the individual againk 
whom it was @irefted ; fhould be 
fulfered to operate 2s a lawful im- 
pediment to the recovery of debes 
heretofore contra€ied, to a creditv< 
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on the fide of his Britannic Majefty 
at the date of the faid treaty —con- 
cluding alfo in thefe words, that if 
the claamajt could be faid to have 
at any thue made his elettion in fa- 
vour of the United States, under the 
declaration of independence 5 and 
fo departed for a time from his na- 
tive allegiance (ihe coutrary of 
wh ch appears to have been the cafe) 
his return to, and having 5e non tne 
fide of his faid native eliegiance at 
the peace, would have tecured to 
bin the benefit of the faid fourth 
arttcle et ihe ‘reaty—rthat accord- 
inzty, haviay been on the fide of his 
Grianvic M 3 Ity at the date of he 
treaty of peace, aud dbeimny a na ural 
bore fubsect of his fard Maiefty, not 
barred ny the a ceptance of citizene 
fhip, from the rth: of complaining 
againit the United States, the claim- 
ant 1% ectitie) under tn treaty of. 
ami‘v to comp.ain to this hoard of 
the faid of of ditatnder and corfis- 
catiun betore. recited. as being a 
law fy! I iDediunent w tain the de{- 
cTiption of the fourth ardcie of the 
treaty of peace, and the 6th article 
of amity, fo [te recorfery of fucls 
debts as he fhal! prove to the f«tis- 
fafiion of the board, with the 
meaning of the faid ireaties. 

66 And as thre Jranind which has 
been taken on the part of the Unit- 
ed States, involved a tubiert of de 
licacy, on which they were defiron- 
not to give offence or he mifunder- 
liood, they added thatthe fd princi= 
ples and canclutions, contained no- 
thing Inconfitent with tat perfet 
refpett which is due tro the ind pend. 
ence of the Uaited Ssates : as the 
fame was recognized on the prt of 
his Britannic Majelty oy the firt 
article of the treaty of peace.” 

Io prevent a vote upon th's refo- 
lution, Mr. Fitzfimons and Mr. Sit- 
greaves withdrew. They allo with— 
drew in other fimilar cafes. 


Yet the Britith commiffioners ne- 
tered on the records of the buard, 
that * they held that thofe aéts of 
fecefhon, which. had been prattited 
in particular cafes, could nor affeé 
the validt y or operations of the o- 
pinions which they were meant to 
defert ; for the very att of feceihon 
implied what had indeed been for- 
merly minuied, that thofe opinons 
were the opriaions of the mae 
jority which had heen declered 
in’ a board completely coniti- 
tuted ; all that the fubfequent fe- 
ceflion of fome of the members 
could effle&t,’ was but to prevent 
what the treaty did not require, 
namely the declaration of the opin. 
ions by the formality of a vote: 
that formerly betng the accuftomed, 
but not the exclufive mode of afcer- 
taining the fact ; which uf prevest- 
ed by the evafive proceeding might 
be fupplied by the admifhion of other 
evidence that fuch has been the faé. 
They therefore held that the opin- 
ions which had been declared, by a 
majority of the board, wefe as much 
the opinions ¢ f the board; under the 
exprefs provifions of the article as 
if ‘he form of a vote had not been 
fo prevented.”” 


The reader will (ee that the main 
gnueltion was on tlc true meaning of 
th: words ** bona fide debts hereio- 
fore contratted’’ in the fourth arti- 
cie of the treaty of pace, whe: her 
it is Lmited to debts heretofore con- 
t ct d, but then exif ng and not ex 
nasuithed or difch rged, according 
t the lassotihe land, as by releafe; 
lipmiatton, confifcation, attainder, oF 
a y otver lawful mode of difenarge, 
or W heth rit was intended to have 


a retrofoeltive operation, fo as to an- 
nul any extinguiihmen or difcharge 
required according to the pre _exift- 
ing laws of the itate, and revive, 


law already lawfully dead and buj;. 
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ed: The latter was the decifion of 
the majority of the commifhoners ; 
and they refer to ‘* opinions, which 
had been folemnly delivered by the 
judges of the United States.”” It 
would be unfortunate if in the fp!- 
rit infpired by a liberal policy in 
favour of Great-Britain, at a time 
when mutual liberality wa: cultivat- 
ed and expected on her part, any of 
our judges may have given {uch opi- 
nions on this point, as can be im- 
proved to eftablifh claims to the a- 
mount of perhaps twenty million a- 
ainft the United States, or to em- 
ev the executive in further ate 
tempts to negociate a compromife of 
a difpute. For this difficulty has 
entirely fufpended the board of 
commiffioners. Thofe of Great- 
Britain have returned home, And 
the board of commiffioners, on our 
claims of damages for commercial 
fpoliations, which was the counter- 
patt of this commiffion, is in confe- 
quence of it fufpended in England. 
Mr. Sitgreaves has been difpatched 
to London, fuppofed to be charged 
with a negociation on this perplexing 
fubje&. 
* A refolution relative to Dr, In- 
gles, under an a& of confifcation of 
the State of New- York. 


————— re 


Legiflature of S. Carolina, 
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Howse or RerresentarTives. 
Tue/day, November 25. 

The foliowing meffage was recived 
from the Lieutenant-Governor, by 
the Secretary of the ftate : 

To the honorable the Speaker and 
Members of the Houfe ef Repre- 
JSentatives, 

GENTLEMEN, 

AGREEABLY to the conflitu- 
ion of this Rate, its auchorities are 
M 
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now met at the feat of government, 
for the difpatch of public bufinefs 5 
but the gentleman who filled the ex- 
ecuuve office at the clofe ot your 
lat fefion, is gone. RuTiepce 
isno more ! Wiuh Wafhington, and 
other illuftriows perfonages, dear to 
America, for a feries of long-tried 
and virtuous fervices, he hath de- 
parred. As his mannets were pleas- 
ing, he has been regretted ; as his life 
was ufeful to humanity, he has been 
publicly mourned ; and bong, very 
long, I trufl, will his memory be 
held dear, to all who now enjoy, or 
who for ages I hope will continue to 
poffefethofe bleflings flowing from 
American Independence, which his 
iabours, under God’s providence, af- 
fifted to obtain, 

In confequence of this unexpefted 
calamity, the duties whicli he was en- 
trufted to execute,are conftitutionall y 
vetted inme ; and I was immediate- 
ly notified by the Secretary of the 
ftate, to enter on the fame. This I 
was enabled to perform, as I had 
previoufly qualified before you, 
when eletted lieutenant-governor ; 
and in a few days after his deceafe, L 
repaired to the city of Charleflom 
for that purpofe. 

Here I found that the illnefs of 
the governor had unavoidably reta¥- 
ded public affairs, particularly as re- 
lating to the appointment and com- 
miffioning of all public officers thro’= 
out the ftate ; one fheriff only of the 
new eleétion was in commiffion ; & 
all the other officers connefted with 
the judiciary department, required to 
be without delay placed in their re- 
pettive ftations, or otherwife the firft 
fittings of the courts under the late 
judiciary laws, could not have taken 
place. My endeavors to this point 
were, for the moft part fuccefsful ; 
and the judges of the courts of law 

erformed their {pring circuit, hold- 
ing courts threughout the flate,, ex- 
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cept in fome few inflances, where 
sommiflions were received too late, 
or fome error might have happened 
in drawing juries. 

Upon the whole, however, I feli- 
citate you on this firfl commence- 
ment under the new judiciary fyft- 
em : and I earneftly hope, that with 
your fupport, it will be the means 
of juftice being better adminiflered, 
and of its being brought nearer the 
homes of the citizens of this ftate, 
than ha. heretofore been done. The 
courts of equity throughout the ftate 
could not be organized, fo as to ena- 
ble the judges to commence their 
elrcuit atthe time firft contemplated 
in the law, as ‘from applications not 
being made for the office of commif- 
fioners in each of the courts, time 
yeas neceflary for fearching out fuit- 
able perfons to accept appointments 
thereto ; without which, the bufi- 
nefs of the courts could not be per- 
formed. The courts of equity, how- 
ever, forthe diftrids of Charlefton, 
Colleton, and Beaufort, held their 
firft fittings at Charlefton, in May 
laft, going through much important 
bufinefs; and fince that time, the of- 
ficers both of the courts of law and 
equity, have fully entered on the 
duties of their refpective offices ; 
evincing, that although the juflice 


of this flate, may have hitherto in 


fome refpects been flow, it is never- 
thelefs fure; and that from hence- 
forth, a bright profpett is prefented 
before us, of fuitable difpatch in le- 
gal concerns, than which nothing is 


more honorable to a flate, or necef- 


{ary to the welfare of its citizens. 
While thefe beneficial confequen- 
ces refule from our prefent judiciary 
{yftem, other advantages arifing 
therefrom are already perceived, as 
enabling the people the better to 
know, and fupport governmental au- 
thority, with ail thofe advantages of 
civilization and information conneft- 
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ed therewith. To further this good 
work, permit me to iuvite your ear- 
ly attention to the education of our 
youth throughout the flate. For as 
all good government is founded on 
education and patriotifm, fo legifla- 
tive attention cannot be better bef- 
towed, than by encouraging thefe de- 
firable objects, ‘The firft leads to 
the knowledge of one’s country, her 
government, and to all rights inci. 
dental to her welfare ; the fecond o- 
riginates atan early moment, that 
national ardor, which leads to the 
moft honorable aftions, and binds in 
{weet union the citizens of a flate to- 
gether. Hence education, combined 
with proper political information, & 
formalities fuitable to particular 
countries, make fo deep an impref- 
fion on the minds of youth, that 
when they grow up to manhood, 
they are ever to be relied on in 
times of emergency. Foreign influ- 
ence of whatever kind, will then dif- 
charge its fhafts of corruption with 
unavailing tendency,and when ftran- 
gers fhall boaft of the advantages or 
perfe&tions of diftant countries, and 
fhall recommend alterations in our 
laws and cuftoms conformably there- 
to, a laudable jealoufy wiil ‘be exci- 
ted, which will lead to cautious in- 
velligation, and will ferve to bind 
us to our country the more. By this 
principle, the heroes of paft times 
long pteferved untarnifhed the liber- 
ties of their refpe@ive flates ; and it 
was not until this principle was dif- 
folved, an engine ever played off by 
crafty ambition, that their govern- 
ments were fubverted. From pub- 
lic {chools then, eafy of accefs to 
the pooreft clafs of the community, 
are thefe national benefits to be de- 
rived; to reap thefe advantages, the 
citizens of Carelina have a claim 
upon your attention and generofity 
in behalf of their children; and f 
cannot recommend the inflitution of 














ghefe public feminaries on proper 
principles, too much to your confi- 
deration. : 

It is a matter of national, joy to 
find that fo valuable a flaple as cot- 
son is now added to the produce of 
this ilate., Its introduction as an ex- 
port, has been but of late years; but 
on trial, it has been found to an{wer 
in all high land. fituations, and, as 
indigo and tobacco become in lefs 
demand, to enfure an handfeme re- 
turn in their room, to the indultry of 
eur inhabitants. Under this influ- 
ence, the planting of cottonincreafes 
annually, both in the lower and up- 

er parts of this flate, and in value 
it has already furpaffed any of our 
other flaples ; and in this year, the 
exports of cotton from the port of 
Charlefian alone, amounted to fix 
millions, four hundred and fixty- 
three pounds weight. Poffefling fo 
valuable an acquilition, it is time 
fome legiflative meafures be taken to 
guard againft any frauds refpetting it 
and to enfure, as much as may be, its 
being fentto market in good order 
and condition; and I recommend 
fuch confideration to your particular 
attention. 

With great pleafure I have alfo to 
inform you, that not only this flate, 
but the United States, at prefent en- 
joy an interval of lefs. foreign 
iuterruption, than has been experi- 
enced for feveral years palt ; a calm 
has enfued refpefting ourfelves, 
which I hope will end in univerfal 
yore ; and although our envoys to 

rance have not yet, asfaras we 
know officially completed the ends of 
their miffion, thus much has been 
efleGed, that our government in 
them has been refpefted, and that 
our armed veffels of Marque, which 
heretofore were obliged to carry on 
commerce with foreign powers ata 
great rifk and expence, now tra- 
verfe theocean from Europe to A- 
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merica unarmed, bringing valuable 
cargoes, and protected alone by the 
Amesican flag which they bear. 
Commerce thereby will be encou- 
taged ; and as the merchant now 
pays lefs infurance and freight fo the 
planters and farmers have a right to 
expeft more for the produce of their 
induftry. 

But although thefe bleffings at 
prefent attend us, vet ought we not 
by any means to be rendered there- 
by inattentive to thofe duties, which 
a prudent regard to our general tran- 
quility obvioufly fuggeft : for, a be- 
coming vigilance may prevent thofe 
dangers which an indolent fecurity 
may otherwife invite. The militia 
and patrole laws will not therefore 
efcape your attention, amendments 
to which, in fome refpeéts, I am 
purfuaded you will find neceflary to 
make during your prefent feffion. 
And when I fhall tranfmit you a re- 
turn ofthe military fleres contained 
in the arfenals and magazines of 
this flate, I teuft you will take mea— 
fures to fupply fuch wants therein, 
as the public fafety may require. 

By the report of the comptroller 
af the revenue and finances of this 
tate, which I have the honor of 
tran{mitting to you, you will find 
your expeftations have been well re- 
lized, as refpetting benefits which 
would be derived from the eflablith- 
ment of that ofiice. A new life and 
viyour has taken place in all dee 
partinents over which its iniluence 
extended ; public monies have been 


called into a very large amount, and, 


thereby many debts which were pre- 
carious, or in a little time would 
have been lofl, are faved; and on 
the firfl day of Oftober lalt, a bal- 
lance regnained in the treafury of 
three hundred and two thoufand four 
hundred and fifty-eight dollars, 88 
cents, fubjeét to any directions you 
may impofe, When fuch are the 
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advantages which you this day pof- 
felis, L cannor but draw your atten— 
tion to the officer who is the head of 
that department, whofe induftry in 
the duties of his ftation have to my 
knowledge been indefatigable and 
unceafing, and whofe zeal for the 
public fervice, although great, has 
always been guarded by that pru- 
dence & difcretion, which never led 
him to overflep the bonndaries of 
law, or to fwerve from what he im- 
agined the true intereft of hiscountry,. 

With the means and apportuni- 
ties you now poffefs, much may be 
done for the public fervice: much 
to relieve the local inconveniencies 
under which many citizens labor at 
prefent, Various parts of the ftate 
are fo far from a market, and the 
expences of carriage thereto are fo 
great, as to difcouraze, the efforts of 
a well meant induflry, Hence ma- 
ny farmers in thefe frtuations raife 
little more than neceffaries for their 
own confumption ; they have not e- 
ven an inducement to give their lands 
that attendance, which otherwife they 
would be invited to perform. As 
Opportunities permit, to open the 
inland navigation, to encourage the 
induitry of individuals, and from the 
very mountains to fend down the 
produce of this flate, in an intimate 
connexion with commercial advanta- 
ges, 1s one ef the dearefl privileges of 
leytflative power ; and one, which I 
trult you will haften to exercife, by 
all conftitutioal means within your 
controul, 

Intimately conne&ed with this, 
are the eftabliihment of manufafto- 
ries, which, according to the ob- 
jects of their inftitution, may either 
promote the growth of articles a- 
round, which for want of a demand 


are now raifed only in {mall quan-— 


tities, or they may encourage the 
growth of new articles, dire& to a 
better hutbandry, and thus afford 
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better opportunities of comfort te 
the people. Shoud you think pro- 
per to alter our criminal code, and 
make ic lefs capital, an acceflion of 
meanstowards the eftablifhment of 
manufaftories may be produced by 
ena@ting, that perfons guilty of in- 
ferior crimes, be condemned for a 
certain time to labor therein 3. thus 
obliging them, by their fervices, to 
make fome contpenfation to a fociety 
whom they have injured, , 
Thefe, and many other bleflings, 
may be derived from your exer:ions, 
if the opportunities you have, be in- 
duftrioufly purfued. A certal) por- 
tion of bufinefs, however, ¢an only 
be performedin the fhort {pace of 
your cuftomary feflion. The par~ 
ticular communications which, by 
the conftitution ot this fate, and my 
public ftation, | am charged to make 
fhall be tranfmitted you with all 
poflible difpstch, And may the 
Great Difpofer of Events, direé& 
yourcouncils, and invigorate your 
meafures, promo'ing the praétice of 
morality, and increafing the happi- 
nefs of our country. With great 
refpe&t and confideration towards 
you, I have the honour to fubfcrtbe 
JOHN DRAYTON. 
South-Carolina, Nov. 24th, 1899. 





Settee 3°. _ceamneniaed 


State Paper. 


Report of the Commifioners of the 
Fund, for Navy penfions and 
half pay, purfuant to the at for 
better government of the* Navy 
of the United States. Read in 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
December 2, 1800. 

In purfuance of the a@&, entitled, 

‘6 An aét forthe betrer government 

of the Navy of the United States,” 

the Secretary of the Navy, the Se- 
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eretary of the Treafury, and the Se- 
cretary of War, refpectfully Report 
to Congrefs :— 

That on on the goth day of June, 
1800, there had’ been received into 
the treafury, the fum of 23,859 dol- 
jars, 88 cents, being the proportion 
of prize money, fo far as the accounts 
had been rendered, then belonging 
tothe United States; which fum 
‘they have caufed to be invefted in 
fiock of the United States, through 
the agency of George Simpfon, 
cafhier of the Bank of the United 
States, (except the fum of 32 dollars, 
#5 cents, flill remaining in his 
hands. ) 

That fince the goth of June, and 

rior to the ft of December, the 
further {um of 6,024 dollars and g2 
cents, has been received atthe trea- 
fary, and is now to be invefted. 

That other fums have been receive 
edat the treafury fince the 1ft of 
O@ober, which will be applied in 
the {ame manner as direéted by law, 
as foon as the forms of office will ad- 
mit. 

On behalf of the board, 

BEN. STODDERT, 
City of Wathington, 
Nov. 25, 1800 











THE HAUNTED BEACH. 


BY MISS ROBINSON, 


PON 4 lonely defert beach, 
Where the white foam was /cate 
ter’d, 
A little shed uprear’d ils head, 
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The lofty barks were thatter’d. . 


The fea-weeds gathering near the 
- door, , 
A fombre path difplay’d, 
And all around the deaf’ning roar 
Re-echoed on the chalky fhore— 
By the green billows made, 


Above a jutted cliff was Seen, 
Where fea-birds hover’d, craving, 
And all around, the craggs were 
bound 
With weeds, forever waving. 


And here and there a cavern wide, 
Its fhadowy jaws difplay’d, 

And near the fand, at ebb of tide, 

A fhatter’d maft was fren to ride 
Where the green bellows fl: ay’d. 


And often while the moaning wintl 
Stole er the /wmmer ocean: 

The moonlight fcene was all ferene 
The waters fcarce in motion. 


Then while the fmoothly flanting 
fand 
The tall chff wrapp’d in fhade 
The fifherman beheld a band j 
Of Spetires gliding hand in hand—=m 
Where tne green billows play’d ! 


And pale their faces were as [now 4 
And fulienly they wander’d ! 

And to the fhies with hollow eyes, 
Lhey book’d as tho’ they ponder’d4 


And fometimes from their hammock 
fhroud, 
They di/mal howlings made ! 
And while the blaft blew flrong and 
loud, 
Phe clear moon mark’d the ghaftly 
crowd, 


Where the green billows play’d. . 


find then above ihe haunted hut, 
The Curlews /creaming hover’d, 
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The frothy breakers cover’d, 


Foe in the fifherman’s lon fhade, 

A murder’d man was laid, — 
With ten wide gafaes on his head, 
And deep was made his Jandy bed, 

Where the green billows play'd. 
And when the 
gloom, 

The murderer’s liquid way 
Bounds o’er the deeply yawning 

tomb, 

And flafhing fires the fand tllume— 
Where the green billows play'd. 
Full thirty years his tafk has grown, 

Day after day more weary ; 

For heaven defign’d his gaily mind 

Should feed.on profpeds dreary. 


fries are veil'd in 


Bound by a frong and myftic chain, 
He has not power to ftray, 

But deflin’d mis’ry to fuflain, 

He wajles in folitude and pain 
A loathfome life away ! 





EPIPHONEMA ro LIBERTY. 
mFro JurE Divino, Book V. 


HAIL LIBERTY ! thou phyfic 
of the foul, 

That cheers the feveral parts, and 
heals the whole ; 

Beam of enlighten’d fenfe, for Li- 
berty 

Is Heaven's refleGion into Nature’s 
eye: 

Infirudiive glance, that rules to judge 
creates, 

And by those rules the reft illumi- 
mates ; 

- Where’er thou doft the darks of 
guilt furvive, 

At thy appearance Natiens ‘earn to 
stud y 
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Aud the law door with furious roar, For Liberty is Life, and every flaye 


Moves only in the circle of his grave ; 
Is dead to all the ends of life—his 
breath 


‘Serves only to inhance the price of 


death ; 

Imbitter forrow, and opprefs his 
fenfe, 

And make hig real torture more ine 
tenfe : 


So Tyrants kill by long and lingering | 


pain, 
The terror of their vengeance to 
mainiain. 


Thou doft the nations to their 
fenfe reftore, 

Poffeft with raging lunacies before ; 

Dethrone their captivating follies, 
and, 

To its own native fate zeturn the 
land ; 

For Liszrty is Nature’s gift to} 

' Men, 

Born in their blood, and runs in 
every vein, : 

And all but Lunatics the gift 
maintain. 

Every degenerate flep to bondage 
fhows 

A madne/s man to crime and cas. 
tom Owes ; 

A contradiction to the laws of fenfe, 

That bears its punfhment in the of- 
fence, 


But when the weaken’d Nature 
can endure 

No more—and Reajon feeks abroad 
for cure ; 

Seeks for fome antidote t’cxpel the 
the taint, e 

Then Linerty comes in—the glo- 
rious hint !/ 

The {preading plague at firft appears 
ance fills, | 
And nations are made free again/i 

their wills ! 
Cordials and life ase in the very 
words, 
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POETRY. 


New fpirits each repeated found af- 
fords ; 

Thro’ all the angles of the heart 
they roll . 

Hail Liserrty ! thou Phyfc of the 
foul ! 





CATO’S SOLILOQUY PARO- 


DIED, 





Being a ReFirction and Av- 
press to the Peopte, /uppofed 
to be fpoken while reading the 
PamMPHLET entitled 

COOPER’S REPLY 
TO BURK’S INVECTIVE. 





IT muft be fo—Ceorer, thou rea- 
fon’ft well—elfe why this — 

Vilible fear, this guilty dread of Po- 
litical Inveftigation ! 

Why fhrink our Governors back up- 
on themfelves, and 

Startle at the truth !—becaufe it 
wounds their Souls ; it 

Wounds their Pride ; it wounds their 
Hypocrify, 

Thou well-tim’d difmal thought ° 
what fad 
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Scenes of Blood and Ruin! throngk 
what confufion and 
Changes have we paft; andall te 
fupport this ftate. 
Hypocrify ; who’s views have ever 
been to enflave us ; 
But here we reft ; for reafon i!lumes 
the world. Behold 
Her offspring Liserty now burits 
to birth ; fhe ever muft 
Delight in virtue, and that which 
fhe deligkts in muft 
Be happy ; then why and wherefore 
hang you thus between, 
As if you’d doubt her bleffings ; foon 
fhe’ll prove ’em, 
Meanwhile her enemies muft fall. 
The fons of 
Liberty in reafon clad, {mile at 
the combination, and 
Defies its Fury. For Srars and 
Garters fhall fade 
Away; Monarcny ! himfelf, grow 
dim with age ; and 
Kingeraft ! fink in years, but thefe 
fhall flourifh 
In immortal fame, uuhurt amidft the 
war of nation’s, 
The wreck of Desrorism! and the 
crufh of Kines ! 
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